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APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 

PIONEER SQUARE PRESERVATION BOARD 

SCREENING FOR WASTE AND RECYCLABLE MATERIALS STORAGE 

600 ALASKAN WAY 

 

 

 

The Scope of Work is for the installation of screening for waste and recyclable materials 

storage on a lot located at the intersection of Alaskan Way and Yesler Way. The material 

bins being stored are used by the Polson and 619 Western Buildings. 

 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

The subject property is a 16-ft wide parcel of land that extends southward from the Polson and 619 

Western Buildings to the Yesler Way right-of-way. The parcel is located between the CitizenM Hotel 

and the Alaskan Way right-of-way. 

Prior to the removal of the Alaskan Way Viaduct, waste and recyclable materials were stored 

without screening along the Alaskan Way frontage, primarily in front of the Polson and 619 Western 

Buildings. After removal of the Viaduct, as part of the development of the waterfront, the Office of 

the Waterfront directed the storage to be moved southward to current location to facilitate the 

installation of a bus stop area in front of the Polson and 619 Western Buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of waste and recyclable materials storage from the intersection of 

Alaskan Way and Yesler Way 
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A complaint regarding the location of the waste and recyclable materials storage was received by 

SDCI on July 1, 2022. A Notice of Violation (NOV) was issued by SDCI on December 5, 2022. After 

further SDCI review, a Reconsideration of Amended Notice of Violation – Land Use Code was 

issued (dated June 23, 2023) establishing the use of the lot for waste and recyclable materials 

storage, with the directive requiring the bins to be screened from public view and the requirement 

to obtain a building permit for the screening. 

The NOV cited SMC 23.54.040.D.3, which requires storage spaces for waste and recyclable 

materials “be screened from public view and designed to minimize light and glare impacts.” 

In reviewing the logistics further with the Office of the Waterfront, it was noted that vendors 

servicing the bins were using the intersection of Alaskan Way and Yesler Way instead of the ramp 

provided by SDOT at Alaskan Way. It was requested that the gates for the screened area be located 

as far north as possible to encourage usage of the ramp instead of the intersection. 

 

PROPOSED DESIGN 

In reviewing the potential design for the screening, our office reviewed several options. The 

significance of this intersection was also noted as a primary entry point for the Pioneer 

Square Historic District from the Waterfront. 

Potential options included: 

1. A minimal solution, 6 ft high chain link fencing with vinyl slats, 

2. A solid 6 ft high concrete masonry wall with metal gates, 

3. A Green Wall with plantings, 

4. A prominent design element that concealed the containers while 

providing an entry focus for the Historic District, 

5. A design incorporating the vocabulary of the Waterfront urban 

design elements. 

Each option was evaluated with respect to installation cost, operational expenses 

(maintenance of planting, for instance), security (partial visibility required to be able to 

observe any unauthorized entry or use), and potential for vandalism. 

The design path chosen reflects the last option listed – providing a design that incorporates 

the vocabulary of the Waterfront urban design elements. The primary justification was to 

provide a design that would not create attention to the enclosure, but instead blend into the 

urban fabric of the Waterfront. 

The Waterfront design incorporated enclosures for trash and recycling containers near 

Marion Street. There are two fenced areas constructed with prefabricated aluminum panels 

that provide screening for containers, while allowing for ventilation. Our office obtained the 

shop drawings for these installations from the Office of the Waterfront to create the 

proposed design. Photos, Page 4. 

The proposed design incorporates a double gate at the north end. The fence structure, 

which is aluminum with a polyurethane coating, is mounted on a curb that protects the 

fence from the wheeled containers. The fencing is vertical slats rotated to obscure the bins 

while allowing for ventilation. 
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The natural drainage for the storage area is a slight slope in the south direction. The south 

end of the enclosure is designed without a curb to allow for drainage from rain and 

maintenance washing to drain to a small planting area with rocks and grass-type plantings 

to match adjacent Waterfront planting areas. The planting area is intended to serve as a 

biofiltration element to allow for the minimally sized enclosure area to drain naturally. 

The proposed color for the aluminum panels is a gray tone to match the color of the adjacent 

streetscape elements (light poles, utility poles, bollards, etc.).  

The specific color is RAL7024. 

 

Note, this is a lighter color of gray than used for the existing enclosures on the Waterfront. 

Our intent is to both match the surrounding elements and to use a lighter tone to allow for 

the fencing to be less visually prominent. 

 

List of Attachments: 

Photos of Waterfront Enclosures at Alaskan Way and Marion Street (Page 4) 

Order of the Director Following Reconsideration of Amended Notice of Violation 

Land Use Code, Case No. 1054987-VI, dated June 23, 2023. 

Existing Site Plan 

Fence Enclosure Plan 

Typical Panel Details  

Gate Detail 

Site Plan incorporating overlay of proposed enclosure, together with notation 

showing intended pathway for servicing of containers. 

3D View – Looking towards enclosure from North. 

3D View – Looking towards enclosure from South (elevated) 

3D View – Looking towards enclosure from South (eye level) 
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Photos of Waterfront Enclosures at Alaskan Way and Marion Street 
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VIEW FROM NORTH LOOKING SOUTH



VIEW FROM SOUTH LOOKING NORTH - ELEVATED
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