
 
 
Victor Steinbrueck Park Totem Pole Signage - MHC Application 
 
August 13, 2026  
 
Friends of the Market proposes to install two interpretive signs for the totem poles on the 
railing at Victor Steinbrueck Park.  
 
The proposed interpretive signs explain the history of the totem poles and will replace the 
original name plaques previously installed at the base of each totem pole.  
 
We are requesting MHC approval not to have the original name plaques not be reinstalled, 
because they contain inaccurate information, and because the Steinbruecks would like to 
rename the Untitled Pole “Raven Pole” instead*. We have received approval from the UW 
Special Collections to have the name plaques added to the Friends of the Market collection at 
UW Special Collections. 
 
The interpretive signs were authored by Friends of the Market, with input from Marylin Oliver 
Bard, Lisa Steinbrueck and Jennifer Ott, Executive Director at HistoryLink. 
 
The signs are being donated and installed by Friends of the Market. Seattle Parks and 
Recreation will maintain the signs. 
 

●​ The totem poles are installed 50 feet apart, so the poles’ history is recited on both signs. 
●​ Signs to be installed on two 8” x 55’’ railing caps near the totem poles 
●​ Signs measure 12” x 54.5”’. 
●​ Material: cast aluminum, painted black with leatherette texture and clear coat. 
●​ Screw heads will be painted to match background color. 
●​ ⅝” lettering - raised copy, brushed aluminum. Font: Berthold Akzidenz Grotesk BE 
●​ Anti-graffiti coating to be applied. 
●​ Additional details per the following site plan, photos, design and attachment information, 

and color/material sample. 
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Site Plan - proposed locations for signage noted in pink. 
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Proposed location for Untitled Pole interpretive sign: 
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Railing cap is 8” x 55”. Proposed sign is 12” x 54.5”. 

 
 
Proposed location for Farmer’s Pole interpretive sign:  
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Railing is 8” x 55”. Proposed sign is 12” x 54.5”. 
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Sign details: 
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Method of Attachment:  
 

 
 
Preventing Galvanic Corrosion: 
To prevent galvanic corrosion, a rubber mat will be installed. 
Gasket material: Durometer 60A EPDM Rubber Sheets (1/16" Thick) 
 
A silicone sealant will be applied around the outside edge of the plaque to prevent salt / rain 
from creeping behind the rubber sheet. 
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Color/Material Sample (actual sample to be presented in person): 
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Former name plaques that are being replaced by interpretive signage proposed by 
Friends of the Market: 
 
Name plaques are approximately 3” x 4”. 
 
Farmer’s Pole original name plaque: 
 

 
 
Name plaque says “Designed by Victor Steinbrueck”. That is inaccurate: Victor Steinbrueck 
commissioned Marvin Oliver to design the totem pole. Victor had input on the design. Sign says 
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that James Bender carved the pole. That is inaccurate - carving was completed by James 
Bender and others, including Marvin Oliver. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 



 

Untitled Pole: 
 
Name plaque says “Untitled Pole”. The Steinbruecks want to rename the pole, which, approved, 
would mean this plaque is inappropriate to reinstall. Sign says that James Bender carved the 
pole. That is inaccurate - carving was completed by James Bender and others, including Marvin 
Oliver. 
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