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INTRODUCTIONS

ARTIST - Stevie Shao (Creative Artist)

SDOT - Maureen Sheehan (Street Use, Strategic Advisor) 
Lauren Corn (Public Space Planner, Public Space 
Mangement)

CIDBIA - Tuyen Than (Executive Director)
Yongkang (YK) Zhou (Clean & Green Program Manager)
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Overview
● The Chinatown-International District Business Improvement Area (CIDBIA), in 

partnership with the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT), is seeking to 
install unique and visually striking pole banner artwork on approximately 86 red 
lantern pedestrian streetlight poles throughout the Chinatown-International 
District (CID). Installations will primarily take place in Little Saigon and 
Chinatown, as Japantown already has existing pole banner attachments.

● This project is funded, produced (banners not the artwork), and installed by 
SDOT.

● Pole banners are a highly effective way to beautify public spaces, celebrate the 
vibrancy of the neighborhood, and honor the rich identity and cultural heritage 
of this historic district.

● This project also aims to support the revitalization of the CID ahead of the 
highly anticipated FIFA World Cup 2026, with matches beginning in early to 
mid-June 2026. As one of three neighborhoods adjacent to the stadium, the CID 
is expected to see a significant increase in foot traffic, creating a valuable 
opportunity to welcome visitors and showcase the district at its best.

● These banners will remain installed on the red lantern streetlight poles beyond 
the FIFA World Cup 2026 festivities, and aim to be a focal, visual highlight for 
the neighborhood.



SITE PLAN WITH PROPOSED 
BANNER LOCATIONS

● Installation focus along: 

- S. Jackson St. (Between 5th - 12th)
- 12th Ave S. (Between S. Main St. - 

S. Lane St)
- S. King St. (Between 5th - 12th)
- Maynard Ave S. (Between S. 

Jackson St. - Dearborn Ave S)

● SDOT verified each of these red 
lantern streetlight poles with 
Seattle City Light (SCL) 



SPECIFICATIONS

● All pole banner installations will be facing inwards, 
facing the pedestrian sidewalk side, and not 
towards the street,

● The banners will be 18” wide x 32” ,

● The banners will be 8’ over the sidewalk, 1’ between 
the bottom of the red lantern accent and the top of 
the banner,

● SDOT will help install the pole banner brackets on 
poles that currently do not have it. 



SDOT REFERENCE



CID POLE BANNER CONTEST



CONTEST TIMELINE

3/17/26

Open public voting for 145 CID Pole 
Banner Design submissions.

3/13/26

Close CID Pole Banner Design

(145 submissions)

2/11/26

Open CID Pole Banner Design 
Contest to the Public

4/1/26 - 4/10/26

Internal CID community feedback, 
vote, and inputs from residents, 

businesses, and community 
organizations.

4/14/26

Committee selects winner, second 
place, and third place winners, 

strongly based off of community and 
public feedback.

3/31/26

Close public voting form for CID Pole 
Banner Designs. 

(Top 20 submissions narrowed)

Closed public voting form. (Close to 
2000 public votes) 

(Narrowed down to Top 20 submissions)



STEVIE SHAO
● The winning design was created by Stevie Shao, a Seattle-born 

illustrator, muralist, and designer whose work blends bold color, 
nature-inspired imagery, and her Chinese American heritage. Her 
vibrant and community-centered style makes her a wonderful 
representative of the Chinatown-International District,

● Stevie’s Portfolio and Past Projects: https://www.stevieshao.com/ 



PROPOSED DESIGN CONCEPT



● Inspired by the cultural diversity of the CID and its connection to the 
broader Pacific Northwest region and native fauna,

● Four proposed concepts (note: all directions are preliminary and not final):

- Lion Dance — A bright, energetic Lion Dancer face mask
- Dragon — A colorful dragon head surrounded by elemental imagery
- Crane/Heron — A Crane/Heron in a fishing pose
- Tiger/Mountain Lion — A Tiger/Mountain Lion set against a rising moon

● Overarching theme celebrates Seattle's deep connection to the Puget Sound 
and the natural world

DESIGN DETAILS



INSTALLATION DETAILS

● SDOT will be the ones to 
assist with the production 
of the banners and 
installation of the brackets 
and banners,  

● Assuming similar, if not the 
same, materials will be 
used as in the Japantown 
Pole Banner Project.



Late 2025 - January 2026 Project discussions between the CIDBIA and SDOT

February 11th, 2026 CIDBIA opens “CID Banner Pole Contest” Public Submission

March 13th, 2026 CIDBIA closes “CID Banner Pole Contest” Public Submissions (145 submissions)

March 17th, 2026 CIDBIA opens “CID Banner Pole Contest Public Voting”

March 31st, 2026 CIDBIA closes “CID Banner Pole Contest Public Voting” → Top 20

April 1st - April 10th, 2026 In-person outreach to the CID community for feedback on selecting the top 
artwork

April 14th, 2026 Internal Committee selects CID Banner Pole Contest winners: First place, Second 
place, and Third place. 

April 15th - April 27th, 2026 Finalize all edits and refinement with CID Pole Banner Artwork with selected artist.

April 28th, 2026 ISRD Board Presentation (Selected artist, CIDBIA, and SDOT)

April 28th - End of May 2026 SDOT’s permit is approved. SDOT begins production of the pole banner 
artworks.

Early-Mid June 2026 SDOT installs artwork on ~86 Red Lantern Streetlight Poles across the CID

PROJECT TIMELINE



SDOT PERMIT
● SDOT permit is in progress,

● No photo of permit is available at this time.


