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Pre-Pandemic Conditions
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Safe Starts Response

2020 COVID Safe Starts Response
• Curbspace street cafe structures
• Food pick-up zones and other business access changes
• Temporary one-way operations and signage
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Charrette #1

Charrette #1
• Met with Ballard community members and businesses to hear 

feedback about the changes implemented in 2020
• People loved the changes and wanted to keep them
• Business deliveries were easier with one-way street prioritizing 

loading zones and deliveries 
• Identified short-term improvements to further improve safety for 

people walking, flow of goods, and de-clutter signs in the area. 
• Imagined long-term permanent design ideas 
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Interim Improvements

2022 Interim Improvements

• Converted 22nd Ave NW, Vernon Pl, and 20th 
Ave NW to all-way stop intersections

• Installed interim curb bulbs with paint, post, and 
planters at 22nd Ave NW, Vernon Pl, and 20th 
Ave NW  

• Updated signage along the corridor related to 
parking, loading, and one-way operations

• Installed a flexible porous surface treatment 
around streets trees to improve the walking 
surface
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Online Survey
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Public Life Survey

• 3 out of 4 people traveling along the street are pedestrians with more people 
observed along the 5300 block

• Pedestrian volumes were similar to pre-pandemic counts on many of our busiest 
pedestrian streets in Capitol Hill, Belltown, and Chinatown International District

• While weekends were the busiest time surveyed, weekday evenings also saw a lot 
of activity
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Charrette #2

Charrette #2

• Understand what is working and what is not 
• Improve accessibility (curb bulbs, ADA parking)
• Improve pedestrian legibility and safety at 

intersections, particularly at night
• More space dedicated to public seating and 

walking
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Existing striping and planter locations between 20th Ave NW and 22nd Ave NW
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2023 Challenges

• Fire access
• Illegal parking 
• Crowded sidewalks
• Bicycle mobility
• Intersections
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Removable Flexible Delineator Post

Temporary Curb Bulbs

Delineator Posts are removable, leaving a flush surface, and come 
in black or white.

Planters


