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2023 SEATTLE HOUSING LEVY

Since 1986, Seattle residents have come together to approve FIVE HOUSING LEVIES to support affordable 
housing throughout the city.  Each levy has exceeded its goals, delivering diverse affordable housing options, 

keeping families in their homes, and assisting low-income households to prevent homelessness.

Housing Levy-supported homes are affordable for at least 50 YEARS, providing affordable rents and 
homeownership opportunities for multiple generations of Seattle residents.
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WHAT DOES THIS PROGRAM FUND?
•   New construction of rental housing for low-income households.  

Housing will be affordable for a minimum of 50 years.
•   Reinvestment in existing affordable housing to make critical capital 

improvements and prevent the displacement of current low-
income residents.

•   Rehabilitation of existing multi-family housing with affordability  
requirements imposed.

•   Acquisition of affordable subsidized and market-rate buildings for 
long-term affordable rental housing.

WHO DOES THIS PROGRAM SERVE?
•   Families and individuals with incomes at or below 60% Area 

Median Income (AMI), including older adults, people experiencing 
homelessness, people with disabilities, working people, and 
families with children.

•   At least 60% of combined Rental Production and OMS program 
funds support housing affordable to families and individuals with 
incomes at or below 30% AMI.

WHAT DOES THIS PROGRAM FUND?
•   Operating support for Levy-funded buildings, supplementing rent 

paid by extremely low-income residents. Costs include staffing, 
utilities, regular repairs and maintenance, and janitorial work.

•   Wage stabilization support for workers serving residents of 
supportive housing.

WHO DOES THIS PROGRAM SERVE?
•   Residents of Levy-funded housing who have experienced 

homelessness, have supportive service needs, and other residents 
with incomes at or below 30% Area Median Income (AMI)

•   Workers in Levy-funded supportive housing buildings.

WHAT DOES THIS PROGRAM FUND?
 •   Development of new permanently affordable for-sale homes. 
•   Assistance to eligible home buyers through home purchase loans  

(down-payment assistance).
•   Emergency home repair grants to assist homeowners in maintaining 

their homes.
•   Foreclosure prevention assistance for homeowners who are at risk 

of losing their homes through foreclosure.
•   Acquisition of affordable subsidized and market-rate buildings for 

the creation of homeownership opportunities.

WHO DOES THIS PROGRAM SERVE?
•   Homebuyers and homeowners with incomes up to 80% of Area 

Median Income (AMI)
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WHAT DOES THIS PROGRAM FUND?
•   Short-term rent assistance and housing 

stabilization services for individuals and families to 
prevent eviction and homelessness, and to support 
housing stability.

WHO DOES THISPROGRAM SERVE?
•   Individuals and families with incomes up to 50% of 

Area Median Income (AMI)

WHAT DOES THIS PROGRAM FUND?
•   Short-term acquisition loans for cost-effective 

purchases of buildings or land for rental or 
homeownership development.

WHO DOES THIS PROGRAM SERVE?
•   Individuals and families with incomes up to 80% of 

Area Median Income (AMI)
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No additional funding; Short-term loans will be made using Levy funds 
not yet reserved through other Levy programs.

•   Housing Levy program support staff and related costs.
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