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	DATE
	
	

	
	
	


[image: Logo reads SAMPLE to show this is the kind of letter sent to underage drivers to participate in Seattle Youth Traffic Court]

	RE:
	Citation Number: 

	
	Case Number: 

	
	Charges:

	
	
#       Statute              Descriptions                                                


	
	


Dear:
You are eligible to participate in Seattle Youth Traffic Court on the above ticket. Participation is voluntary. Youth Court lets you experience our justice system while learning how to be a safer driver. If a ticket appears on your driving record, it may affect your car insurance rate. If you complete Youth Court, your ticket will be dismissed and stay off your driving record; if you are involved in a collision, the collision report will remain on your record. 
To participate, review this paperwork with your parent or guardian. Complete, sign and mail the attached consent form with the $25 application fee paid by cashier’s check or money order payable to “Seattle University School of Law” by (date given a month out). Reference Seattle Youth Traffic Court/Your Name/Case Number on the memo line. This fee may be waived as needed. You will receive a hearing notice with your hearing date. 
A law student volunteer or peer mentor will contact you to answer any questions and prepare you for Youth Court. For more information visit: http://www.seattle.gov/courts/programs-and-services/specialized-courts/seattle-youth-traffic-court or call (206) 733-9391.
If you paid the ticket, and choose not to participate, you do not need to respond to this letter. If you have paid the ticket, and would like to participate, you still can. Mail the consent form and application fee by the due date. Any prior payments will be refunded if you successfully complete your Youth Court obligations.
If you have set a magistrate hearing for this ticket, and choose not to participate, simply attend your hearing. If you set a magistrate hearing and would like to participate, you still can. Submit the consent form and application fee by the due date. 
Thank you for considering Seattle Youth Traffic Court.

[image: signature of Judge Catherine McDowall]
Judge Catherine McDowall
Youth Court Co-Director
YouthCourt@seattle.gov


	Youth Name: 
	Case Number: 

	I was given a citation for the below charges on MONTH/DATE/YEAR.   

	Charges:

	#     Statute              Descriptions                                                
     



I understand and agree that:
· I want to participate in Seattle Youth Traffic Court, where law school students and faculty supervise high school students.  They act as the judge, bailiff, and jury for this special court.
· My parent or guardian agrees that I can participate.
· My parent or guardian will completely fill out all the information on this form. 
· Participation in Youth Court is voluntary.  
· I agree to follow all the rules and finish any obligations on time.
· I admit that I committed the above traffic infraction(s).  
· I enclose a non-refundable $25 fee.  If I cannot afford this, I can ask for a waiver.  I will need to bring proof of government assistance to my hearing so I can get the waiver.
· My hearing will be held in front of a jury of my peers.  This means other high school students will decide my case.  I will later have the chance to be on the youth jury for at least one case, assuming that there are scheduled cases (Note that defendants with cases in May and June do NOT get jury duty because they will not have the option for two youth court hearing dates to conduct jury duty as their dispositions are due in August).
· Youth court uses the restorative justice circle. A presiding judge (high school student) conducts the hearing. Everyone sits in a circle. I will sit next to my law mentor. In the circle are also the bailiff, the police officer (if testifying), and the jurors.
· I will be asked questions by the youth judge(s), jurors, and police officer.
· The jury will consider the facts and give me my sentence.  This is called a disposition.
· I agree to waive my right to a speedy trial for 60 days beyond my first Youth Court hearing date.  This is to give me enough time to complete the terms of my disposition.
· [bookmark: _Hlk509673883]I agree to work with a peer mentor or law student both before and after my hearing.  My mentor will help me make sure I complete the tasks for my disposition on time.  


· My disposition can include:
· community service
· educational classes
· interviewing a police officer and writing an essay
· writing a letter of apology
· driving with a competent adult for a specific period of time to practice specific skills
· writing tasks regarding distracted driving
· other tasks
· I am required to attend my Youth Court hearing.  If I miss a hearing without good cause, Youth Court may cancel my opportunity to participate in Youth Court.  
· I will complete my sentence on time.  If I miss my hearing without good cause, Youth Court may cancel this opportunity for Youth Court.  
· Youth Court may also cancel my Youth Court opportunity if they decide I am not following the program.
· If my opportunity to participate is cancelled for any reason, the following will happen:  
· The court will determine that my infraction was committed. 
· My infraction will be reported to the State of Washington Department of Licensing.
· I will have to pay the full fine.
· As long as I complete the Youth Court program, I will NOT have to pay the full amount of the fine or have my infraction reported to the Washington State Department of Licensing.
Submission of this Consent Form does not guarantee that you will be accepted into Youth Court. Youth Court may determine that you are not an appropriate candidate. If you are not accepted into Youth Court, your case will be sent back to Seattle Municipal Court.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________	Zip Code: _________________
Alternate Phone: _______________________ Youth Cell Phone: ___________________________
Youth Email: ________________________ 
How can we reach you? (check one or more):
Youth cell phone:   (call) ____    (text) _____    Youth email ____    Alternate phone _____


[bookmark: _Hlk509675249]Please sign and date below.  Youth Court must receive your Consent Form by (DATE – ONE MONTH AFTER LETTER SENT)
[  ] I enclose the application fee of $25 (cashier’s check or money order payable to Seattle University School of Law)
[  ] I am eligible for a waiver of the $25 fee because I receive government assistance.  I will bring proof to my first hearing date.
Mail To:		Seattle Municipal Court 
Attention:  Infraction Division
P.O. Box 34987		
600 5th Avenue
		Seattle, WA  98124-4987

Youth Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: _________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _______________________________ Date: _________________
Parent/Guardian Name: ________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email: ___________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Cell Phone: _____________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk509672760]It is the policy of the Municipal Court of Seattle to ensure that all of our services, programs, and benefits are meaningfully accessible to qualified persons with disabilities. Please let the Court know if you need ADA accommodation for your Youth Court hearing and you will be contacted.
Accommodation requested:
	____ Interpreting/Translation
	Language: ______________________

	____ FM System (Head Set or Neck Loop)
	____ American Sign Language (ASL)

	____ Wheelchair Access
	____ Computer Assisted Real-Time Transcription 
         (CART)

	____ Printed Materials in alternative 
         forms
	

	____ Emergency Evaluation Help
	

	____ Special Seating
	

	____Other:  ______________________________________________________________________________
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