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Out of  the Archives 
 

 Not long after the recent passing of Aretha 

Franklin, a researcherõs question led us to the following 

document.   

 A staffer's note to Mayor Braman outlines City 

Councilmember Sam Smith's request to declare  

November 3, 1968, to be Aretha Franklin Day. The note 

explained that Franklin was "a well known Negro  

singer" who would be performing in Seattle that day 

("P.S. TOP FEMALE VOCALIST FOR 1968"). The staffer 

noted that the proclamation would "show the young 

Negroes that the City of Seattle is interested in them." 

Mayor Braman okayed the idea, and this proclamation 
was released:  

 Aretha Franklin, a much beloved and well 
known national figure, has distinguished herself in her 
conduct and her contributions toward creating a better 
attitude of racial harmony and brotherhood in our now 
troubled land. Miss Franklin, in her travels to foreign 
lands and within the confines of this United States, has 
brought new hope to the age -old American Dream of 
black and white togetherness.  
 Outside of Miss Franklin's award winning 
achievements in the field of entertainment, no other 
prominent black person has won so much attention and 
praise from both the young and old. Coming from the 
home of a minister, the famous Reverend C.D. Franklin, 
Aretha has displayed her willingness to use her  
prominence in the battle for civil rights and law and  
order and justice.  
 As a gesture of goodwill and appreciation to 
Miss Franklin and to the entire black and white  
community of our city, who daily work toward a true 
state of togetherness and harmony, I, J.D. BRAMAN, 
Mayor of the City of Seattle, do hereby proclaim Sunday, 
November 3, 1968, as ARETHA FRANKLIN DAY and 
urge all our citizens to honor this woman who has done 
so much to bring honor to our land.  
 Franklin played a sold -out show at the Seattle 

Center Arena on "her" day, followed by a concert for 

prisoners at McNeil Island penitentiary the next day.  

New! Digital Collections  
 

 After years of research, planning, and behind -

the -scenes production, SMA has recently launched a 

new website for accessing digital objects such as  

photos, maps, and textual documents.  

 Powered by the open -source software  

Collective Access, SMAõs new Digital Collections site 

serves as a one -stop portal for searching across media 

types in multiple collections. Currently included are  
photos, maps, and select textual records, including 

the entire General Files collection ( Series 1802 -04). 

Records continue to be added on a regular basis, and 

eventually the site will contain both audio and video.  

 Improvements include an updated look and 

more search and browse options, such as the ability 

to sort results by type, year, collection, and subject. 

Users can customize how to view results (by list, 

thumbnail, or timeline, with a map view to come), as 

well as download results to a spreadsheet for  

future reference. A user -friendly media viewer allows 

for zooming and panning, and the new responsive  

design is good news for users accessing the site with 

mobile devices. Also provided is full -text searching for 
documents, making it much easier to locate  

information previously buried in the text.  

 You can access the Digital Collections site 

from our homepage at www.seattle.gov/cityarchives . 

Take a look and let us know what you think!   

Detail of Aretha Franklin Day proclamation by Mayor Braman. 
Mayoral Proclamations, Record Series 5210-03, SMA. 

Just a few examples of what youõll find in the new Digital Collections site  
when you search for the keyword òviaduct.ó 

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=%22general+files%22&l=50&Sect6=HITOFF&Sect5=ARCH1&Sect4=AND&d=SERS&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2FARCH1.htm&r=1&f=G
http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives
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Recently Processed, contõd. 

 Other collections recently processed include the 

Central Area Neighborhood District Coordinator Records 

(Series 5752 -13) covering 1986 -2017; Lake City Neigh-

borhood District Coordinator Records (Series 5752 -15) 

covering 1982 -2010; Urban Forestry Commission Meet-

ing Materials (Series 7910 -01) covering 2009 -2016; the 

Murray Mayoral Transition Document (Series 5257 -02) 

from 2013; and Woodland Park Zoo Press Releases 

(Series 8601 -

11) from 1989 -

2007.  

 

Recently Processed Records 
 

 Among the collections newly processed and 

available for research at SMA are the Public Art  

Development Records from the Seattle Arts  

Commission. Spanning the years 1977 ñ2014 and  

filling 11 boxes (4.4 cubic feet), the records relate to the 

development of public art projects overseen by the 

Commission and the 

Office of Arts and  

Cultural Affairs.  

 Topics include 

artist selection, project  

development,  
coordination with city 

agencies and  

contractors, and  

public outreach.  

Projects range from 

permanent artworks  

in City Hall to  

installations in City 

Light substations to 

art elements in new 

libraries and  

community centers. 

Records also cover 

artist -in -residence 
programs and  

purchases for the 

City's permanent art  

collection.  

 Also newly 

available are materials 

gathered and  

consulted by the  

Marijuana Policy  

Review Panel (Series 

9547 -01) during 2003 -

2007 in the course of 

preparing its final report. Records cover discussions 
and research in terms of establishing legislation, and 

include memos, meeting minutes and agendas, and 

final report drafts.  

The panel's Final 
Report of the  
Marijuana Policy 
Review Panel on 
the Implementation 
of Initiative 75 is 

cataloged  

separately in the 

Published  

Documents  

Collection.   

  

SMA at Curiosity Days  
 

 SMA had a great time participating at the Pacific 

Science Centerõs Curiosity Days event on Sunday,  

September 23rd. Curiosity Days events happen at the 

Science Center every other month, each exploring a new 

theme through exhibits, activities, and discussions. The 

theme for September was Evolving City, which we  

happen to know a little something about!  

 Visitors to our table learned how the City of  

Seattle has evolved over time by perusing maps  

showing the changed landscape, viewing historical films 

documenting construction and development, exploring 

before and after street scenes, and learning about how 
attitudes and laws have changed through topics like 

waste disposal and collection, noise pollution, and 

transportation.  

SMA at the Curiosity Days òEvolving Cityó event at 
Pacific Science Center, Sept. 23, 2018. 

Flyer asking for donated cans which would be 
melted down and cast into artworks for the 
new Garfield Community Center.. 
Box 3, Folder 2, Series 7408-01, SMA. 

Details of Woodland 
Park Zoo press  
releases from 1994 
(left) and 2000 
(above). 
Series 8601-11, SMA. 

Chart from òRecent Drug 
Abuse Trends in the Seattle-
King County Areaó found in 
Box 1, Folder 11 (Reference 
Materials), Series 9547-01, 
SMA.  


