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Message from the City Archivist 
  

 The Japanese American Redress Movement 
of the 1970s and reparations in the 1980s and 
1990s for wartime internment is an example of  
historical accountability built in part on a  
foundation of access to public records.  Historian 
and former archivist Jim O’Toole has shown that 
“there is no shortage of cases to illustrate the need 
for and the processes of historical accountabil-
ity.”  (See “Archives and Historical Accountability: 
Toward a Moral Theology of Archives,” Archivaria 
58, Fall 2004, 3-19). 
 As a government archivist for over 26 years, 
I am intimately aware of the accountability  
question.  In this part of our work, records can be 
used in defending human rights, upholding  
property and other legal rights, holding government 
officials financially and politically accountable to 
citizens, the redress of wrongs, and the search for 
truth and reconciliation.  
 Certainly, our work at the Seattle Municipal 
Archives is also about supporting the business 
functions of the City of Seattle and providing  
information to citizens who want to know the  
history of their neighborhood or local park and 
supplying records that will help students complete 
course projects.  But a critical motivation for our 
work must be accountability.  Accountability is one 
of the major building blocks for what our work is 
really about:  justice. 
 Most of the literature on archives and  
justice addresses the righting of grievous wrongs:  
the Japanese internment, apartheid, East German 
Stasi domestic surveillance, the Tuskegee Airmen 
syphilis case, and many, many more.  These are 
important subjects in which the archival record 
plays a critical role.  Redress, reconciliation, and 
the establishment of truth lead us toward justice, 
imperfect though it may be.  But justice goes  
beyond these big issue questions. 
 In a recent conference presentation I argued 
that a healthy society is built on a foundation of 
responsible citizenship that fosters what Aristotle 
termed the good life for all.  The good life can be  
 

achieved only when we balance our understanding of 
individual and collective rights with our duties and 
obligations to one another and society.  Justice  
occurs when we reason together, cultivate civic  
virtue, and create a public culture that embraces  
difference and moral disagreement. 
 The information, evidence, and knowledge 
that archivists manage provide tools to our citizens 
to engage one another in civic discussion of issues 
such as civility laws, land use disputes, police-
community relations, and myriad other topics.  Our 
records uncover silenced history that opens new  
vistas of conversation.  Our educational outreach 
programs take these records to students and the 
general community, providing opportunity for  
learning, debate, and civic engagement. 
 Archives can support the restoration of      

justice long after injustices of the past; archives also 

support justice as a way of life.  I don’t think there is 

a higher calling than that. 
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The Cherry Hill Urban Renewal Project, also known 
as Conservation Project No. 1, was Seattle's first ur-
ban renewal project and is one of several documented 
in the Seattle Municipal Archives. It covered nearly 
63 acres and was bounded by E. Cherry and Yesler 
Streets and 17th and 23rd Avenues.  
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Recently Indexed Photographs 
 
 These recently cataloged and indexed  
photographs are from the Seattle City Light Color 
Negatives, a collection of several thousand color 
photographs taken from the 1960’s to the mid-
1990’s.  The collection includes many City Light 
facilities, promotions, and general city images used 
in various publications.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Downtown Skyline and I-5, 1968   
Item 75974, Seattle Municipal Archives 

Seattle City Light Seafair Parade Float, August 6, 1964 
Crop of Item 75975, Seattle  Municipal Archives 

Aerial of Seattle Waterfront, circa 1960 
Item 75970, Seattle Municipal Archives 

Georgetown Steam Plant, September 1970  

Item 75964, Seattle Municipal Archives 

69 Years Ago — Test Blackout Night 
     On March 7, 1941, a test blackout was 
held from 10:30 to 10:55 pm.  Police stopped all 
traffic and citizens turned off lights in their 
homes.  Street lighting was off at 10:40.  Except 
for two shipbuilding companies and 52 lights left 
on in defiance of the blackout, the city was dark. 
In a report on the blackout in Seattle Fire De-
partment Central Files (2801-03), Chris Gilson 
described the event’s publicity.  When plans got 
underway, he wrote, “many persons in Seattle 
were indifferent toward the adventure. And a 
number actually opposed the affair on the 
ground that it would create a needless war  
hysteria.”  The report includes a map of air raid 
warden districts.    
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Records of the director and staff of the Division on 
Aging date from 1974 to 1994 and include  
correspondence, subject files, reports, and audits. 
Subjects include allocation of resources to providers 
of senior services. Other issues affecting seniors,  
including adult day care, long-term care, health care 
and senior employment are also documented. The 
series also contains records concerning local  
preparations for the 1981 White House Conference 
On Aging, including a series of community forums 
throughout King County.  (Record Series 3611-01, 4.6 
cubic feet)  

Newly Processed (cont.) 

 
The Neighborhood Planning Records date from 1997 
to 2003 and relate to planning efforts by the Human  

Services Department.  Topics include planning for the 
areas of Link Light Rail stations and cluster meetings 
on community development and human services. Also 
included are project files containing memoranda, 
emails, draft documents and other material from the 
City’s Neighborhood Planning Review and Response 
Team concerning planning policies and recommenda-
tions for individual neighborhoods.  (Record Series 
3601-01, 1.2 cubic feet) 

 
The Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention  
Office Records document an agency that was 
founded in 1995 to direct the City’s response to  
domestic violence and sexual assault. Records include 
a timeline of the Office, tracing its history from its 
origins to 2004; records of the Domestic Violence 
Council and Domestic Violence Task Force; scripts, 
correspondence and booking information regarding a 
play, “Lisa loves Charlie, OK?” which was performed 
by the Municipal Light and Theater Company to 
heighten awareness about  domestic violence; and 
subject files.  (Record Series 3605-01, 0.8 cubic foot) 
  

  

65 Years Ago (cont.) 

 
 The blackout event originated with Councilman 
John E. Carroll and was carried out by the Home  
Defense Committee, with each City department having 
a specific responsibility.  

Newly Processed Collections 
 Several collections were recently processed, 
including Greg Nickels Mayoral Records and several 
series from the Department of Human Services. 
 Records from the first six years of the  
mayoral administration of Greg Nickels (64.8 cubic 
feet) are now available for use in our research 
room.  Dating from 2002-2007, the largest portion 
of the records consists of subject correspondence, 
which is arranged by year and then grouped by City 
function (for example, transportation, public safety, 
economic development, parks, human services, and 
so on).  Major topics covered include environmental 
issues, the Alaskan Way Viaduct, public utilities, 
civil rights, neighborhood issues, and Seattle Public 
Schools.   
 Another series of records consists of weekly 
reports from executive department directors.  These 
reports highlight issues needing attention and 
document progress on departmental projects and 
goals.  Mayoral proclamations make up the final 
series, and include the proclamation along with 
information about the honoree or the event being  
celebrated.  Records from 2008 and 2009 will come 
to the archives and be added to these series as 
their legal retention periods expire. 
  
 The following record series are all from the 
Department of Human Services:  
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From a User…  

 
 “The Archives has been instrumental in 
correcting my own misunderstandings and  
deepening my knowledge on matters such as  
legislative history, design review, design  
guidelines, neighborhood planning, and 
neighborhood commercial zoning. The knowledge 
provided by my research at the Archives has  
enhanced my participation in the community 
and before the Council….  The availability of the  
Archives has empowered me as individual and, 
most importantly, as a citizen. The Archives is a 
unique part of Seattle City Government in that it 
is the only place such information can be found.” 

Flickr News 
 In addition to photographs, SMA also posts 
ephemera and other non-photographic materials to 
the Archives’ Flickr site.  For example, on Earth 
Day we posted a letter from the first celebration in 
1970.  It was written by a West Seattle third grader 
to Mayor Uhlman, asking why more wasn’t being 
done to clean up pollution and litter.  In one  
notable line, he wrote, “What are you doing?, just 
drinking cocktails and eating?”  The student  
advised the mayor to “get those deisil [sic] buses 
into the dump” and prevent ferries from dumping 
waste into the Sound.  

Third grader Jay Nordgaard uses the occasion of the first Earth 
Day to castigate Mayor Uhlman for not doing more to fight 
pollution.  
Folder "Pollution - Children's Letters for Earth Day, 1970," Wesley 
Uhlman Subject Files (Record Series 5287-02), Seattle Municipal Ar-
chives 

Newspaper notice asking people not to use 
the telephone system during the flu epi-
demic.  
Found in the 1918 Public Utilities annual report 
(Record Series 1802-H9), Seattle Municipal Ar-
chives.   

Flickr (cont.) 

Another item of topical interest was an ad placed 
by the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company 
during the 1918 flu epidemic.  They asked that 
customers limit their telephone usage because of 

“the large 
number of op-
erators now 
absent be-
cause of ill-
ness.”  Coop-
eration in this 
matter would 
help “war in-
dustries, hos-
pitals, and 
stricken 
homes in the 
city.”  This 
short ad gives 
us a glimpse 
of life in Seat-
tle during the 
epidemic. 

  

  

 SMA’s 25th Anniversary Celebration 

 The Archives successfully celebrated its 
25th anniversary in March with two public presen-
tations and two cakes!  City Archivist Scott Cline 

(pictured here) 
spoke on March 
16 about 
“Treasures in 
the Seattle Mu-
nicipal Ar-
chives”  and 
again on March 
23 on Seattle’s 
Great Fire. 
  


