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Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, February 10th, 2026
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Hybrid (In-Person at ARTS Office - King Street Station 3rd Floor & Virtual on Zoom)
Zoom Information:
https://zoom.us/j/99305153250?pwd=SUxreHl0cHg5NUhHcXpzYjA5RzkwUT09
Meeting ID: 993 0515 3250
Passcode: 363657
Attendees
Commissioners in attendance: Yoon Kang-O’Higgins, Megan Kiskaddon, Jack Nash, Yolanda Spencer, Jo Mikesell, Ed King, Avery Barnes, Linda Lowry, Vanessa Villalobos, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo
Staff in attendance: Allie Lee, Allie McGehee, Jason Huff, Blake Haygood, Sandy Esene, Ele Watts, Ashraf Hasham
Guests: Jody Bento, Aliyanda, Sarah Baker (Editions Studio)

Meeting Minutes

Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins (4:00pm – 4:10pm)

· January 2026 Minutes Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Ed made motion to approve January minutes. Jo seconded. Approved. 
· Ice Breaker (Ed King)
· Public Comment
· No public comment.

Public Art Gifts and Deaccession Policies – Jason Huff, Blake Haygood, Sandy Esene (4:10pm – 4:25pm)

· Updated Policies Recommend Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Materials for review sent via email in advance.
· SAC Questions and Comments
· Yoon – Please explain in plain language what deaccession means for our public members. 
· Blake – Deaccession refers to a formal procedure that is generated by City staff or panel to look at art works that should be removed from the City’s collection.
· Vanessa – In the event something is being removed and someone can recommend a new location – would this process include safety recommendations?
· Blake – If it is not safe, we would maintain it/fix it to make it safe.
· Jason – We also need to make sure to bring it up to current codes as well.

Yolanda made a motion to recommend approval of the updated public art gifts and deaccession policies. Vanessa seconded the motion. Approved.


OAC Director Report – Allie McGehee on behalf of Kelly Davidson (4:25pm – 4:30pm)

· OAC Leadership Transition
· Gülgün Kayim’s last day as OAC Director was 1/27; Kelly has been serving as Interim Director; Amy Nguyen starts as Acting Director 2/11.
· Staffing Update
· Policy and Planning Analyst, Matt Meyer has joined OAC. He will lead the cultural plan and OAC policy team. Noting that the cultural plan will need clarity from new Acting Director as this body of work is being transitioned from Gülgün. 
· Budget process starts up again in late March, OAC would like to connect with SAC on priorities before that time.
· Should at least meet with SAC Co-Chairs before late-March to be aligned for first budget memo. There will be other opportunities to then again engage.

Co-Chairs Report – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang O’Higgins (4:30pm – 4:50pm)

· Updated SAC bylaws will be approved a future meeting due to additional suggested edits that came in today that need be incorporated into the current language by SAC Co-Chairs. 
· Commission Applications Next Steps
· The full SAC process showed a few candidates with the lion's share of votes, with everyone else with only a couple. The SAC Executive Committee, in an effort to have a more robust and diverse group of people for a group interview, took an additional vote to add a couple names to the slate for a group interview.
· Next steps – A group interview with SAC Co-Chairs and OAC leader (MO declined participation). Top 4 will be recommended to MO.
· Question
· Jack – After the 6 get interviewed, then will there be a final 4 vote again by full SAC?
· Megan/Yoon - Will follow up with how we move forward.
· Next steps with connecting with Mayor’s Office
· After transition was announced, SAC met and decided to write a letter to the Mayor to express the missed opportunity with community process
· Just recently SAC Co-Chairs were reached out by the Mayor’s Office for a meet and greet, so we decided to first meet with them to talk through SAC priorities and hold on the letter; letter can be a follow up, thanks, and next steps.
· SAC Co-Chairs is putting together a timeline of what is happening with commission work quarter by quarter.
· SAC Co-Chairs will also be connecting with OAC leaders and Inspire WA this month.
· Questions and Comments
· Ed - We don’t want to start off with an acrimonious relationship, but defining values and process is important.
· Jack - I think it's a great idea to hold on the letter until after the meeting. Also, I think it was great to recognize the top 4 candidates were very similar and seek out more to ensure we have diverse backgrounds represented on SAC.
· Vanessa – Thank you for addressing all voices and thank you for the effort to go through the interview.
· Vanessa - Was anyone from our commission involved in the MO transition team?
· Yoon – I was not formally involved, but helped organize the meeting with SAC through connection to Randy. Also attended a few public sessions.
· Ed – I also went to a few sessions but was not formally involved.
· Kate – I hosted their events at Town Hall Seattle, but not formally involved. Here is the list of names of the arts transition committee:

Arts, Culture & Creative Economy

Policy Area Co-Leads:
Randy Engstrom, Co-Founder & Principal, Third Way Creative
Ben Hunter, Artistic Director, Northwest Folklife
Policy Area Members:
Michael Greer, President and CEO, ArtsFund
Jesse Hagopian, Educator, Author, and Blues Musician
Edwin Lindo, Co-Founder, Estelita's Library
Amy Nguyen, Executive Director, Watershed Community Development
Elisheba Wokoma, Co-Executive Director, Wa Na Wari

Meeting adjourned at 4:53pm.
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