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Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, December 9th, 2025
4:00pm – 6:00pm
In-Person Only at Path with Art (200 Mercer St, Seattle, WA 98109)

Meeting Minutes

Attendees

· Commissioners: Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson, Megan Kiskaddon, Linda Lowry, Jack Nash, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins, Vanessa Villalobos, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo, Avery Barnes
· ARTS Staff: Allie Lee, Kelly Davidson, Gülgün Kayim, Jason Huff, Pinky Estell, Ele Watts, Blake Haygood

Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson (4:00pm – 4:05pm)

· Spotlight on local Indigenous artists – Holly
· Swil Kanim https://www.swilkanim.com/ 
· November 2025 Minutes Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Megan made a motion to approve the November meeting minutes. Kate seconded the motion. Approved.
· Public Comment 
· No public comment.

Co-Chairs Report – Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson (4:05pm – 4:25pm)

· Co-Chairs handoff
· Holly and Kayla are terming out at the end of the year. Megan and Yoon will be new Co-Chairs starting 2026.
· Kayla and Holly gave remarks. Yoon and Megan spoke to what’s ahead.
· Thank you to the new and returning Committee Chairs! – Action Item
· CIC – Avery Barnes (returning), Ed King (newly appointed)
· CPC – Ricky Graboski (returning), Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo (newly appointed)
· PAAC – Yolanda Spencer (returning), Jo Mikesell (newly appointed)
· Vote on slate of newly appointed Committee Chairs: Jack made a motion to approve the slate of new Committee Co-Chairs. Yoon seconded the motion. Approved.
· Updated SAC Bylaws (vote at January meeting)
· An updated bylaws draft for review will be emailed out this week. Will vote to approve at January meeting.
· SAC applications review next steps (Allie)
· Applications closed on 11/21 after being open for over a month. We received 33 applications, which include a few duplicate applications and those who did not provide required application items.
· Allie is currently in the process of checking basic eligibility and for eligible applicants, will create application packets and prepare scoring sheet for SAC to review between December – January. SAC will narrow down applications to 8 final candidates that will be interviewed for the 4 vacant seats.
· Candidates will be interviewed by reps from MO, Council, SAC, and ARTS. We are planning on doing 1 group interview. Due to administration change we expect delays in scheduling and appointment process. Ideally we will complete interview and selection by February and have new members confirmed by March.


ARTS Director Report – Gülgün Kayim (4:25pm – 4:30pm)

· ARTS is in the process of hiring a Policy and Planning Analyst. Job opening closed on 12/2 and we hope to select before end of year.
· This position is a retooling of a past RSJ position; the position will use RSJ lens to advise on internal/external policy and their key responsibilities are leading the Citywide Cultural Planning, equity centered policy development, and ARTS strategic plan management and evaluation.
· Position will report to Director
· One of the new Mayor Elect’s priorities is community centered creative placemaking, which aligns with ARTS’ new division and SAC committee. We also shared we will be doing cultural planning in the new year.
· ARTS is having our annual year-end potluck on 12/11 (Th) 11:30am-2pm at KSS. SAC is invited and Allie will send over details via email.

Year-End Celebration/Closing (4:30pm – 6:00pm)


Meeting adjourned at 6:00pm.
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