[image: ]	



Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, April 14, 2026
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Hybrid (In-Person at ARTS Office - King Street Station 3rd Floor & Virtual on Zoom)
Zoom Information:
https://zoom.us/j/99305153250?pwd=SUxreHl0cHg5NUhHcXpzYjA5RzkwUT09
Meeting ID: 993 0515 3250
Passcode: 363657
Attendees
Commissioners in attendance: Megan Kiskaddon, Ed King, Avery Barnes, Linda Chavez-Lowry, Dhyana Garcia, Jo Mikesell, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo, Jack Nash, Yolanda Spencer, Vanessa Villalobos
Staff in attendance: Amy Nguyen, Sara Bateman, Ashraf Hasham, Blake Haygood, Kathy Hsieh, Jason Huff
Guests in attendance: Aliyanda Harris Cobbinah

Meeting Minutes
Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Megan Kiskaddon, Ed King (facilitating on behalf of Yoon Kang-O’Higgins) (4:00pm – 4:10pm)

· Icebreaker and round robin introductions
· March 2026 Minutes Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Megan made a motion to approve March meeting minutes. Yolanda seconded the motion. Approved.
· Indigenous Artist Shareout
· Yolanda—Mia Sutanto exhibit at Sacred Circle Gallery 
· Public Comment 
· No public comment.

SAC Bylaws Approval – Megan Kiskaddon, Ed King (4:10pm – 4:15pm)

· Link to updated Bylaws – All SAC, Action Item
· Megan made a motion to approve the updated bylaws. Kate seconded the motion. Approved (8 yes, 2 no, 0 abstain).

Public Art Deaccession and Gift – Jason Huff, Blake Haygood (4:15pm – 4:35pm)

· DeCaro Gift, Charles Krafft Deaccession, Teresa Parks Deaccession – All SAC, Action Item
· Deaccession is something we take seriously and means we are removing an artwork in the civic collection. There are a number of reasons why we would remove—space, act of vandalism, damaged beyond repair. Today’s is more value related. 
· Blake shared screen to show Teresa Parks’ artwork Heaven and Nature Sing (1995). There is nudity, violence, and it hasn’t been shown in public in a number of years. Reached out to artist, she doesn’t do this kind of work anymore, and we asked if she wanted to trade. She doesn’t produce work anymore and would rather it be removed from the collection. The work will be destroyed and documented. 
· Blake shared Charles Krafft’s series of various sculptures (13) and one painting. There was disturbing info that came out about the artist where the former ironic nature of artwork became an actual viewpoint of Nazism and white supremacy. Removed from where it was cited and put in storage. Decided to remove from collection. The work will be destroyed and documented, and will no longer be useable or recognized as artwork. 
· DeCaro gift – DeCaro passed away a couple years ago. We are choosing a few small pieces for the collection. 5 pieces, all fairly small (8x10 to 6x8).
· SAC Questions and Comments
· Megan - Does Charles Krafft have an estate it can be returned to?
· Blake: No known estate and no longer living.
· Megan made a motion to approve the deaccession of Teresa Parks’ artwork. Ed seconded the motion. Approved.
· Megan made a motion to approve the deaccession of Charles Krafft’s artwork. Ed seconded the motion. Approved.
· Megan made a motion to approve DeCaro’s gift to the Public Art collection. Yolanda seconded the motion. Approved.

OAC Director’s Report – Amy Nguyen (4:35pm – 4:40pm)

· Budget update – We are waiting for release of April forecast. This is the basis of where budget office is determining where our numbers sit at. All of the forecasts from economic office are publicly accessible. Admissions tax is trending downwards for 2026/2027 and into 2028. By trending downwards, we see it connected to spiking oil prices, tourism difficulties, and travel given federal situation. We will have to gear for that. We have anticipated there will be a drop and forecast region heading into recession. Will enter into supplemental budget process for Council to consider corrections. Other fund sources are down, and we will have to do a balance.
· SAC Questions and Comments
· Jack - Does OAC have ideas for extra money from admission tax? Are there time constraints on it?
· Amy - We’re delayed in how we collected revenue. It’s not the fund sources that are subject to be spent in a certain period; it’s the City’s adopted budget process. In terms of ideas, last couple years have been used to fill general fund holes. I’ve looked through a couple grant programs and wish we could put more money into those. C.A.R.E. program is a great example of that. If we had more funding, it would be an easy place to deliver more results. 
· Jack - Not that it directly flows into OAC. More likely it will get sent to something else.
· Amy - Admissions tax is earmarked for arts and culture. In other years, we received that. Used to be in a two-year cycle. Not just unique to admissions tax. Other dedicated fund sources have also been used to do fund swaps. The work the commission does with Inspire WA gives you the tools to have that advocacy.

Co-Chairs’ Report – Megan Kiskaddon (4:40pm – 4:55pm)

· New commissioners update – Full council vote is scheduled for 4/22 and anticipate a smooth approval process. We plan to invite new commissioners to upcoming commission meetings and the retreat as well.
· Budget priorities letter - Learned it is beneficial for SAC to do the budget letter earlier in the process. Will do a first draft with Yoon and open it up to everyone for insights. Working on what main advocacy points can be for the year. Hoping in May to have a half day SAC retreat. Will circulate a Doodle poll by email for dates. It would be an extension of the work with Inspire WA to scale up advocacy work and to have a good toolbox. 
· Ed - Is there any prep work SAC will do to equip members for conversations with council members?
· Megan - That’s what we want to do with the retreat with Inspire WA. They are good with talking points, skilling us up, what topics to bring up and how to stick to topics, how to build momentum in a room. It’s a muscle, it’s a skill, and we are trying to build that up. Feedback from previous years was go and talk without prep work; want to set us up better. 
· Ed - Avoiding sign up and go is why I asked. Is there any matchmaking Inspire WA can help with?
· Megan - Yes. A lot has to do with location of where you live or where your business is, so council members hear from their constituents. Inspire WA can also help us get to know the council members we are talking to—they know what they voted for, know when to thank them, know when to build our case.

Announcements/Closing – All (4:55pm – 5:00pm)

· Ashraf - Artist at the Center grant is closing on Tuesday. 
· Linda - SIFF opening day 5/7. They could really use our support in attending and sharing. Spectrum Dance is having their event at OTB at end of May and wanted to invite everyone to attend. Private happy hour on the 20th. Invitation shortly.
· Jason - Public Art is getting ready to launch Public Art Boot Camp. Took a few years off and revamped it. Happening in September, call goes out 4/15. Share with any artists that have a studio practice. An opportunity for them to come and learn ins and outs of public art. Starting to wrap up an installation with SDOT, Symphony, UW, Metro, Sound Transit around symphony block on UW building. Bike corral paintings. Working with future art on King Street tower.
· Jo - Article on Viewpoints program in the Seattle Times. 
· Avery - Deadline for Seattle Art Prize, a one-year residency, is coming up. Program needs as much diversity as possible. Encouraging community to let people know the opportunity is open and centered in Pioneer Square. Wanted to make sure SAC is aware of this.
· Megan - OTB gala is in two days. 

Adjournment – All (5:00pm)

Meeting adjourned at 4:56 pm.
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