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Yəhaw̓
March 23 - August 3, 2019 at ARTS at King Street Station
SEATTLE – yəhaw̓ is an Indigenous-led, yearlong project that includes satellite installations, performances, workshops and trainings, artists-in-residence, art markets, a publication, and partner events at more than 25 sites across Coast Salish territories and beyond. An open-call project, all Indigenous creatives living in the Puget Sound region were invited to participate in yəhaw̓, and all who applied had the opportunity to have their work represented in the programming. Programs are accompanied by relationship-building and mentorship opportunities to support continued artistic development in Native communities, with the intent that all participants will gain experience and exposure and build sustaining connections. The exhibition at ARTS at King Street Station is the centerpiece of yəhaw̓.
The title of the show is drawn from the Coast Salish story of people from many tribes uniting around a common cause and lifting the sky together. In the spirit of that story, the curators, Tracy Rector (Choctaw/Seminole), Asia Tail (Cherokee Nation), and Satpreet Kahlon used a decolonized curatorial process, inviting all Indigenous individuals living in the region to participate. As a result, the gallery features work from more than 200 exhibitors. Participants come from urban and reservation communities, use many types of media, and range from master artisans and Elders to youth and emerging creatives who are exhibiting their work publicly for the first time.
[bookmark: _j7xwk7gne2w7]Commissions
Indigenous artists have been invited by the yəhaw̓ curatorial team to create commissioned artworks responding to the Lifting the Sky story for the exhibition space and on the plaza of King Street Station, accompanied by commissioned performative works that will debut at the opening celebration.
· Chai Adera
· Natalie Ball
· Demian DinéYazhi´
· Malynn Foster
· Alison Marks
· Timothy White Eagle
· Sara Siestreem
· Adam Sings in the Timber
· Kimberly Deriana (Plaza – installation anticipated in April, 2019
· Christine Babic (Performance)
· Tsēmā Igharas (Performance)
Outside of these special commissions, all yəhaw̓ artists are paid a modest honorarium to acknowledge their time and their contribution to the show.
Programs and Projects
Mentorship: Ten emerging artists were selected to participate in a training program to develop new work for the yəhaw̓ exhibition under the guidance of a mentor artist. Mentor artists - Ka'ila Farrell-Smith, Ryan Feddersen, and Roger Fernandes - each worked intensively with a small cohort of mentees in Portland, Tacoma, and Seattle respectively. 
· Portland - Ka’ila Farrell-Smith: Asa Wright, Kanani Miyamoto, Stephanie Fogel
· Tacoma - Ryan Feddersen: Priscilla Dobler, Paige Pettibon, Lisa Fruichantie, Catherine Cross-Uehara
· Seattle - Roger Fernandes: Crystal Christopherson, Randi Purser, Jennifer Wood
yəhaw̓ also mentored emerging curators as they developed the following programs:
· Seattle Public Library - Denise Emerson
· Fashion Show - Lisa Fruichantie
· Teen Art Show - Teens in Tacoma / Aiyanna Stitt
· Zine and Related Exhibition - Sara Marie Ortiz
· unidos levantamos el cielo - Jess Ramirez
Satellite Exhibitions: yəhaw̓ artists were featured in solo and group exhibitions at the following venues:
950 Gallery; May 9- June 20, 2019
Alma Mater, Tacoma; November 15 – December 20, 2018
Bellevue College Gallery; Spring 2019 – Zine release
Chief Seattle Club; November 1 exhibition and market 2019
Feast Arts Center; November 15, 2018 – January 11, 2019
Seattle Art Museum Community Gallery; February 28 – March 24, 2019
Seattle University's Hedreen Gallery; December 1, 2018 – March 3, 2019
South Puget Sound College Gallery; February 11 – March 8, 2019
Suquamish Museum; April 20 – July 7, 2019
The Alice Gallery; April 6 – 27, 2019
Vera Project; February 3 –28, 2019
Vermillion Gallery; March 14 – June 8, 2019
Art Markets: yəhaw̓ Indigenous artists will show and sell their work at various markets over the course of the year in a range of media, including basketry, carving, beadwork, textiles, and more:
· Artist Trust’s Amazon Pop Up Market; September 12, 2018
· [bookmark: _Hlk3797974]Friends of Waterfront Seattle; April 13, 2019, 1-7 p.m.
Lettuce 253; October 26, 2018
Na’ah Illahee Fund’s Blue Jay Brings Back the Moon; November 17, 2018
SAM Fashion Show Market, May 2, 2019
Short Run Seattle; November 3, 2018
Tacoma Studio Tour; Oct. 3, 2018
Artist Residencies: The Seattle Public Library and yəhaw̓ hosted a series of Indigenous artists in residence in fall 2018 - Native Kut (Pah-tu Pitt and Sean Gallagher), Fox Spears, and Roldy Aguero Ablao. The residents each activated the right side of the 8th floor gallery in the library’s main branch for three weeks between October and November, including artwork displays, live-art making, and community engagement activities, all relating to themes of water and environmental justice. All of the artists participated in a public panel discussion following the residency period to share their experiences working in the library.
Indigenous artist Denise Emerson also served as the curator in residence at the library. The curator in residence worked closely with the yəhaw̓ team to organize and install an exhibition of Coast Salish art on the left side of the 8th floor gallery of the central branch displayed October through December. 
SAM partnered with yəhaw̓ to host an Indigenous artist for their 2019 Olympic Sculpture Park Residency that culminated in participatory art encounters January 25 and February 22.
In collaboration with the City of Seattle's Office of Arts &Culture, yəhaw̓ creatives will be selected as the first artists in residence in the new Artist In Residency studio at ARTS at  King Street Station, and will activate the glass-walled studio space in the gallery for the duration of the exhibition.
· March - Sasha LaPointe
· April - mario lemafa
· May - Jen Wood
· June - Megan McDermott
· July - Kathi Miller
· August - Adria Garcia
· September - fabian romero and raktahcu’ reewaki / Howie Echo-Hawk
Centrum provided free lodging and studio space for 17 selected yəhaw̓ artists in one-week mini-residencies at their Port Townsend facilities in winter of 2018:
· Lisa Anderson
· Alex Britt
· Rebecca Cesspooch
· Taylor Dean
· Marisa Ervin
· Raven Two Feathers
· Lehua Fernandez
[bookmark: _4t60mt1akozf]Studio Space: Pratt Fine Arts in Seattle provided yəhaw̓ artists free access to their metalworking, printmaking, sculpture, wood, and other studios through 2018.
yəhaw̓ is hosting monthly co-working sessions at Alma Mater in Tacoma on third Thursdays 6-10 pm through July 2019. All Indigenous artists are welcome to come use the studio space for free on their own, or they can participate in group art activities led by the following guest artists:
· Rebecca Cesspooch
· Crystal Christopherson
· Cecilia DeLeon 
· Lisa Fruichantie
· Kayla Goyette
· Cynthia Masterson
· Ellyn Motas
· Fox Spears
· Asia Tail
· Clarice Tail
[bookmark: _36iunn8qrjck]Special Projects: The yəhaw̓ team is working on a series of additional special projects, including an all-Indigenous fashion show, a curated poetry zine and reading events, the activation of King Street Station's plaza in conjunction with the Seattle Art Fair, and an installation as part of the University of Puget Sound's Race and Pedagogy Conference.
· Crystal Florez
· Ixtli White Hawk
· Kalee Nelson
· Aaron Parker
· Tyera Pete
· Stephanie Reidl
· Liz Rideau
· Eric Sanchez
· Che Seyhun
· Roquin Siongco
-30- 
yəhaw̓ is generously funded by the Seattle Office of Arts & Culture, the Seattle Public Library, Potlatch Fund, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Nisqually Indian Tribe, Native Arts and Cultures Foundation, ArtsFund, 4Culture, Chihuly Garden and Glass, and Seattle Foundation. The project is fiscally sponsored by Na'ah Illahee Fund.
yəhaw̓ is grounded in partnerships throughout the region with the following organizations: The Alice Gallery, Allison Bishins Consulting, Alma Mater Tacoma, Artist Trust, Bellevue College, Centrum, Chief Seattle Club, Cowlitz Tribal Health, Feast Arts Center, Friends of Waterfront Seattle, Henry Art Gallery, Lettuce 253, Northwest Film Forum, Pratt Fine Arts, Race and Pedagogy Conference at University of Puget Sound, Seattle Art Museum, Seattle Office of Arts & Culture, Seattle Public Library, Seattle University’s Hedreen Gallery, Spaceworks Tacoma, Suquamish Museum, Teens in Tacoma, United Indians of All Tribes, Vermillion Art Gallery and Bar, The Vestibule, and The Vera Project.

ARTS at King Street Station is located at 303 S. Jackson St., top floor, Seattle, WA 98104. Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 6 pm; First Thursdays, 10 am - 8 pm. Admission is free.
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Office of Arts & Culture | Seattle
The Office of Arts & Culture envisions a city driven by creativity that provides the opportunity for everyone to engage in diverse arts and cultural experiences. The Office is supported by the 16-member Seattle Arts Commission, citizen volunteers appointed by the mayor and City Council. Find out more at seattle.gov/arts Follow @SeattleArts on Twitter and Facebook, or @SeaOfficeofArts on Instagram.
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