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Emails sent by Seattle residents regarding the tree protection ordinance through September 
3, 2020.  
 
From: will.brendan@everyactioncustom.com <will.brendan@everyactioncustom.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:01 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support of the Urban Tree Commission in regards to DR 13-2020 Relating to Tree Protection 
 
CAUTION: External Email 
 
Dear Urban Forestry Policy Advisor Sandra Pinto de Bader, 
 
Trees are so important to all of us. I beg you to protect Seattle's urban forest. Trees provide essential 
services to people and support over 100 local bird species. Both people and birds need a healthy, 
growing, and equitably distributed urban forest to thrive in our city. 
 
Thank you for your work on proposed Director's Rule 13-2020. It offers some immediate improvements 
for tree protection, including expanding protections for big trees, emphasizing tree retention during 
land division, registering arborists, and by beginning to track trees on private property. 
 
The proposed rule can be strengthened in the following ways: 
 
•       Please accurately communicate the existing code's intent to maximize tree retention throughout 
the development process, not just during land division, and not just for Exceptional trees. For example, 
SMC 23.22 requires applicants during the platting process to indicate the species and location of all trees 
greater than 6" in diameter on the site to maximize their retention. This requirement makes no sense if 
after platting, SDCI is no longer concerned about the fate of the smaller, non-exceptional trees. 
 
•       Protect red alders, black cottonwoods, and bitter cherries. These native trees provide important 
resources to birds and other wildlife and contribute to our sense of place in Seattle. Following the "right 
tree, right place" philosophy, these native trees can safely thrive and should be protected like other 
species. 
 
•       Expand the definition of tree groves to stands of six or more trees at least six inches in diameter, 
including street trees. Tree groves provide important habitat for birds and are becoming less common 
outside of parks and natural areas. We must do more to protect them and there is also no ecological 
reason why street trees should not be allowed to contribute to or be protected as part of a grove. 
 
•       Require public notice postings on development site and online for removal of Exceptional trees, 
even when hazardous, to ensure community members know when and where legal tree removal is 
occurring. 
 
•       Require replacement for trees removed from groves and removed hazard trees. 
 
•       Align SDCI's proposed Tree Care Provider Acknowledgement with SDOT's Tree Service Provider 
Registration. Do not automatically renew this form annually. It should be updated each year. Reduce the 
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number of infractions tree service providers can incur in a year before they are removed from the City's 
list to do business from more than three infractions to more than two infractions. 
 
•       Section 4: Preference for planting off-site replacement trees on public property is restrictive. The 
Director should be able to allow replacement trees not only on public property, but also on private 
property, where desired by the property owner, in order to meet the City's goals and objectives of race 
and social justice under Seattle's Equity and Environment Initiative. 
 
The most important thing we can do for Seattle's urban forest is to protect the trees we already have. 
Please strengthen and implement this Director's Rule now and continue working with the Urban 
Forestry Commission, Seattle communities, and our elected officials to update the City's tree protection 
ordinance. 
 
Sincerely, 
William Nolan 
6504 4th Ave NE Apt 2 Seattle, WA 98115-6494 will.brendan@gmail.com 
From: hta@ups.edu <hta@ups.edu>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:06 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional 

and Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  
The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

mailto:will.brendan@gmail.com
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Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 
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red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

hta@ups.edu  

Honglta01@gmail.com  

Renton, Washington 98055 

 

  

 
From: David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:32 PM 
To: PRC <PRC@seattle.gov>; DOT_LA <DOT_LA@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Treepac <Treepac@groups.outlook.com>; Pinto de Bader, Sandra 
<Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Ten more trees at risk or gone at 12315 14TH AVE NE 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Dear PRC, 
  

Here is another example of a functionally-related development of 5 rowhouses 
along the street and 2 detached homes in back at 12315 14TH AVE NE... 

mailto:hta@ups.edu
mailto:Honglta01@gmail.com
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which is already contrary to Seattle rowhouse development rule [SMC 
23.84A.032.R.21.f.] 
  

With five unit lots already in the development for the rowhouses, there should 
not be a notice of providing two more. 
  

If possible, please put an end to this questionable and likely fraudulent 
permitting policy that is not specifically supported by the Seattle land use code 
- especially with the use of "historical" lot boundary adjustments to create two 
or more taxable lots from one property.  This act of lot segregation for the 
purposes of increasing the allowed zoning density is specifically prohibited by 
Title 19 of the King County code. King County records all land subdivisions. 
The approved plan set (link below) clearly shows that the two historical lots 
were covered by the same structure... meaning there were not two historical 
lots that could both be built on originally. This should not have been an LBA, 
but a discretionary Type II Short Plat decision that people are notified on. 
  

The developers I have spoke with call this a 'loophole'.I call it making more 
revenue on a lot sized 75 ft by 110 ft lot zoned LR1(M) which could otherwise 
only accommodate 6 townhomes or 6 rowhouses based on the density limits 
for the zone. SDCI calls it a win-win... as more homes are erected in a city 
crying for more market-rate townhouses and rowhouses as the answer to get 
people out of tents and their vehicles. 
  

The Seattle GIS shows a large street tree where a driveway is planned. 
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/ParcelData/Parcel.aspx?pin=2926049210 
  

Plan set shows just the rowhouses with the LBA. 
Approved Plan Set - Land Use  8 MB 07/01/19 3030631-LU  Master Use Permit 

Project:3036751-LU 

Area: Northeast 
Notice Date:8/17/2020 

Land Use Application to subdivide one development site into two unit lots. The 
construction of residential units is under Project #6735850-CN. This 
subdivision of property is only for the purpose of allowing sale or lease of the 
unit lots. Development standards will be applied to the original parcel and not 
to each of the new unit lots. 
  

http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/ParcelData/Parcel.aspx?pin=2926049210
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/ParcelData/Parcel.aspx?pin=2926049210
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=4726336
https://cosaccela.seattle.gov/portal/customize/linktorecord.aspx?altId=3030631-LU
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Thank you for taking comments submitted through 08/31/2020 
  

Sincerely 
  
David Moehring 
312-965-0634 
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From: Patricia Stordeur <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:34 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional 

and Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 
height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 
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Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 
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red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest.  

We need our trees now more than ever!  

Patricia Stordeur  

pstordeur1969@gmail.com  

13712 Corliss Ave N  

Seattle, Washington 98133 

 

  

 
From: Uyen Tran <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:49 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

mailto:pstordeur1969@gmail.com
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Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional 

and Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 
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replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  
• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  
• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 
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Uyen Tran  

uyent99@gmail.com  

4710 University Way NE  

Seattle, Washington 98105 

 

  

 
From: Carol Curtis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:57 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional 

and Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

mailto:uyent99@gmail.com
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SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 
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SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Carol Curtis  

desireepurchase@gmail.com  

4839 37th Ne  

seattle, Washington 98105 

 

  

 
From: Tracy Rekart <tracy@mccarthyconsulting.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 9:59 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Save Our Trees! 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Seattle is not called the emerald city because we are rich in shiny jewels, but because of our 

trees. When I leave Seattle and return, it is not the skyline that excites me to be home, but 

the green trees that line the highway and streets.  

mailto:desireepurchase@gmail.com
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Seattle’s trees and urban forest are vital to keeping our city healthy and livable. Trees and the 

urban forest comprise a vital green infrastructure. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water 

runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing essential habitat for birds 

and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our residents. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and an outdated tree ordinance are reducing these beneficial effects as 

trees are removed and not replaced. It is urgent to act now to stop this continued loss of 

trees, particularly large mature trees and tree groves. It is important to promote environmental 
equity as trees are replaced. 

Please update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance as recommended in the latest draft by the 

Seattle Urban Forestry Commission.  

Here are the key provisions that need to be in the updated tree ordinance: 

1. Expand the existing Tree Removal and Replacement Permit Program, including 2-week 

public notice and posting on-site, as used by the Seattle Department of Transportation 

(SDOT) – to cover all Significant Trees (6” and larger diameter at breast height (DBH)) on 

private property in all land use zones, both during development and outside development.  

2. Require the replacement of all Significant trees removed with trees that in 25 years will 

reach equivalent canopy volume – either on site or pay a replacement fee into a City Tree 

Replacement and Preservation Fund. Allow the Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants 

and set up easements.  

3. Retain current protections for Exceptional Trees and reduce the upper threshold for 

Exceptional Trees to 24” DBH, protect tree groves and prohibit Significant Trees being 
removed on undeveloped lots.  

4. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-Exceptional Trees in 3 years per lot 

outside development  

5. Establish one citywide database for applying for Tree Removal and Replacement Permits 

and to track changes in the tree canopy.  

6. Post online all permit requests and permit approvals for public viewing.  

7. Expand SDOT’s existing tree service provider’s registration and certification to register all 

Tree Service Providers (arborists) working on trees in Seattle.  

8. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance. 
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Tracy Rekart  

tracy@mccarthyconsulting.net  

3204 NE 97th St.  

Seattle , Washington 98115 

 

  

 
From: Anjali Grant <anjali@agrantdesign.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 10:13 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional 

and Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

mailto:tracy@mccarthyconsulting.net
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SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 
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SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

As an Architect, I would additionally ask that language about exceptional trees be added to 

the SMC setbacks & lot coverage sections, to make it clear that tree location may affect lot 

development. Consistent enforcement and clear language will reduce risk and uncertainty. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Anjali Grant  

anjali@agrantdesign.com  

3427 Beacon Ave S  

Seattle, Washington 98144 

 

  

 
From: zap555@everyactioncustom.com <zap555@everyactioncustom.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 10:32 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Director's Rule 13-2020 Relating to Tree Protection 
 
CAUTION: External Email 
 
Dear Urban Forestry Policy Advisor Sandra Pinto de Bader, 
 
As a supporter of Seattle Audubon, protecting Seattle's urban forest is important to me. Trees provide 
essential services to people and support over 100 local bird species. Both people and birds need a 
healthy, growing, and equitably distributed urban forest to thrive in our city. 
 

mailto:anjali@agrantdesign.com
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Thank you for your work on proposed Director's Rule 13-2020. It offers some immediate improvements 
for tree protection, including expanding protections for big trees, emphasizing tree retention during 
land division, registering arborists, and by beginning to track trees on private property. 
 
The proposed rule can be strengthened in the following ways: 
 
•       Please accurately communicate the existing code's intent to maximize tree retention throughout 
the development process, not just during land division, and not just for Exceptional trees. For example, 
SMC 23.22 requires applicants during the platting process to indicate the species and location of all trees 
greater than 6" in diameter on the site to maximize their retention. This requirement makes no sense if 
after platting, SDCI is no longer concerned about the fate of the smaller, non-exceptional trees. 
 
•       Protect red alders, black cottonwoods, and bitter cherries. These native trees provide important 
resources to birds and other wildlife and contribute to our sense of place in Seattle. Following the "right 
tree, right place" philosophy, these native trees can safely thrive and should be protected like other 
species. 
 
•       Expand the definition of tree groves to stands of six or more trees at least six inches in diameter, 
including street trees. Tree groves provide important habitat for birds and are becoming less common 
outside of parks and natural areas. We must do more to protect them and there is also no ecological 
reason why street trees should not be allowed to contribute to or be protected as part of a grove. 
 
•       Require public notice postings on development site and online for removal of Exceptional trees, 
even when hazardous, to ensure community members know when and where legal tree removal is 
occurring. 
 
•       Require replacement for trees removed from groves and removed hazard trees. 
 
•       Align SDCI's proposed Tree Care Provider Acknowledgement with SDOT's Tree Service Provider 
Registration. Do not automatically renew this form annually. It should be updated each year. Reduce the 
number of infractions tree service providers can incur in a year before they are removed from the City's 
list to do business from more than three infractions to more than two infractions. 
 
•       Section 4: Preference for planting off-site replacement trees on public property is restrictive. The 
Director should be able to allow replacement trees not only on public property, but also on private 
property, where desired by the property owner, in order to meet the City's goals and objectives of race 
and social justice under Seattle's Equity and Environment Initiative. 
 
The most important thing we can do for Seattle's urban forest is to protect the trees we already have. 
Please strengthen and implement this Director's Rule now and continue working with the Urban 
Forestry Commission, Seattle communities, and our elected officials to update the City's tree protection 
ordinance. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason Dougherty 
4402 NE 60th St  Seattle, WA 98115-7604 
zap555@comcast.net 

mailto:zap555@comcast.net
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From: Steve Zemke <stevezemke@friends.urbanforests.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:22 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Thank you for moving forward on adopting more protections for trees.  

Please adopt, with all amendments as recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 - Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements.  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 
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and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 
replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 
the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 
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Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Steve Zemke  
stevezemke@friends.urbanforests.org  

2131 N 132nd St  

Seattle, Washington WA 

 

  

 
From: Katy Griffith <katygr@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 12:21 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

mailto:stevezemke@friends.urbanforests.org
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• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 
grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  
• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  
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• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  
• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Katy Griffith  

katygr@msn.com  

2131 N 132nd St  

Seattle, Washington 98133 

 

  

 
From: Cara Sandahl <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:56 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

mailto:katygr@msn.com
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Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 
for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  
The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  
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• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 
Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 
complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 
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Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Cara Sandahl  

musemama1964@gmail.com  
 

 

  

 
From: Aimee Olivier <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 6:48 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

mailto:musemama1964@gmail.com
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SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 
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SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Aimee Olivier  

aimeeolivier@gmail.com  

3505 burke Ave n  

Seattle, Washington 98103 

 

  

 
From: Sue Eriksen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 6:56 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

mailto:aimeeolivier@gmail.com
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service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 
height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 
and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
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• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 
planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 
Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Sue Eriksen  

sueeriksen@outlook.com  

mailto:sueeriksen@outlook.com
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7103 34th Ave NW  

Seattle, Washington 98117 

 

  

 
From: michael.yadrick@gmail.com <michael.yadrick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 10:21 PM 
To: SCI_DRulesComments <SCI_DRulesComments@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Emery, Chanda <Chanda.Emery@Seattle.gov>; TreesforSeattle <TreesforSeattle@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Tacoma Tree Foundation comments on SDCI Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Thank you for your efforts to strengthen Seattle tree code with Director’s Rule 13-2020.  
 
The Tacoma Tree Foundation focuses on educating, empowering, and supporting community greening 
efforts in the Greater Tacoma area, Pierce County, and the watersheds of the Puget Sound. Puget 
Sound’s urban canopy has been steadily declining with rapid development, and the community desire 
for healthy urban forests is clear. Cities without big trees are more susceptible to the impacts of climate 
change, community culture is lost with exceptional tree removal, and the water of quality of our local 
waters and Puget Sound suffer without a healthy urban forest. 
 
There are challenges for retaining, protecting and planting trees on private property in cities. While 
everyone benefits from trees, private ownership of trees and their unequal distribution in private spaces 
contributes to justice and equity issues in our communities. Rule 13-2020 helps define and provide 
guidance for exceptional trees and culturally relevant and significant trees. It also has incredible 
potential to define tree protection requirements for landowners, developers and community members 
alike. 
 
Tacoma Tree Foundation 
 
 
 

mailto:michael.yadrick@gmail.com
mailto:michael.yadrick@gmail.com
mailto:SCI_DRulesComments@seattle.gov
mailto:Chanda.Emery@Seattle.gov
mailto:TreesforSeattle@seattle.gov
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---- 
From: Cassie Sundberg <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 9:11 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
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overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 
Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 
Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
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public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 
red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 
specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Cassie Sundberg  

cassiesundbergtwo@gmail.com  

6923 31st pl s  

seattle, Washington 98108 

 

  

 
From: Julia Kerr <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 9:15 AM 

mailto:cassiesundbergtwo@gmail.com
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To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 
service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  
• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  
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• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  
• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  
• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 
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certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Julia Kerr  

juliafkerr@gmail.com  

11020 Dayton Ave N  

Seattle, Washington 98133 

 

  

 
From: Samantha Kielty <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 10:05 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 
service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

mailto:juliafkerr@gmail.com
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short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  
• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 
maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 
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equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 
complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Samantha Kielty  

samanthakielty@gmail.com  

1816 27th Ave, Unit A  
Seattle, Washington 98122 

 

  

 
From: Akalaitis.net <judy@akalaitis.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 1:10 PM 
To: PRC <PRC@seattle.gov>; Pedersen, Alex <Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; DOT_LA 
<DOT_LA@seattle.gov>; Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Ten more trees at risk or gone at 12315 14TH AVE NE 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Dear PRC,  

mailto:samanthakielty@gmail.com
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Please take action to cease this type of permitting that David describes and the loss of more trees. A 
developer pushing through a loophole to make more revenue that result in market-rate homes will not 
help the people who really need housing.  
 
As a parent of small children, I find it shameful that developers can get permitting pushed through so 
that they can make a profit and our city loses more trees.  
 
Respectfully, 
Judy Akalaitis  
206-370-4176 

From: Judy Akalaitis <judy@akalaitis.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 1:37 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 
Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 
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grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 
larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 
Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  
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• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 
than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Judy Akalaitis  

judy@akalaitis.net  

3116 NE 84th Street  

Seattle, Washington 98115 

 

  

 
From: Sarah Lippek <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 3:02 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

mailto:judy@akalaitis.net
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Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 
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must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 
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Sarah Lippek  

slippek@gmail.com  

5610 2nd Ave S  

Seattle, Washington 98108 

 

  

 
From: Tracy Angulo <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 3:29 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Save our Trees! 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Seattle’s trees and urban forest are vital to keeping our city healthy and livable. Trees and the 

urban forest comprise a vital green infrastructure. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water 

runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing essential habitat for birds 

and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our residents. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and an outdated tree ordinance are reducing these beneficial effects as 

trees are removed and not replaced. It is urgent to act now to stop this continued loss of 
trees, particularly large mature trees and tree groves. It is important to promote environmental 

equity as trees are replaced. 

Please update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance as recommended in the latest draft by the 

Seattle Urban Forestry Commission.  

Here are the key provisions that need to be in the updated tree ordinance: 

1. Expand the existing Tree Removal and Replacement Permit Program, including 2-week 

public notice and posting on-site, as used by the Seattle Department of Transportation 

(SDOT) – to cover all Significant Trees (6” and larger diameter at breast height (DBH)) on 

private property in all land use zones, both during development and outside development.  

mailto:slippek@gmail.com
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2. Require the replacement of all Significant trees removed with trees that in 25 years will 

reach equivalent canopy volume – either on site or pay a replacement fee into a City Tree 

Replacement and Preservation Fund. Allow the Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants 

and set up easements.  

3. Retain current protections for Exceptional Trees and reduce the upper threshold for 

Exceptional Trees to 24” DBH, protect tree groves and prohibit Significant Trees being 

removed on undeveloped lots.  
4. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-Exceptional Trees in 3 years per lot 

outside development  

5. Establish one citywide database for applying for Tree Removal and Replacement Permits 

and to track changes in the tree canopy.  

6. Post online all permit requests and permit approvals for public viewing.  

7. Expand SDOT’s existing tree service provider’s registration and certification to register all 

Tree Service Providers (arborists) working on trees in Seattle.  

8. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance. 

Tracy Angulo  

tanguloo@yahoo.com  

901 NW 92nd St.  

Seattle, Washington 98117 

 

  

 
From: Albin Morneault <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 3:33 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

mailto:tanguloo@yahoo.com
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Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 
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must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 
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Albin Morneault  

albinj2@hotmail.com  

10710 Alton Ave NE  

Seattle, Washington 98125 

 

  

 
From: Lee Swedin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:43 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 
for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

mailto:albinj2@hotmail.com
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• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 
and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  
• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 
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and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 
Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Lee Swedin  

lbswedin@gmail.com  

4731 46th ave ne  

Seattle, Washington 98105 

 

  

 

 
 
From: constance.mcbarron@gmail.com <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 8:43 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

mailto:lbswedin@gmail.com
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Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  
• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 
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must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 
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constance.mcbarron@gmail.com  

7738 25th Ave nw  

Seattle, Washington 98117 

 

  

 
From: Gretchen Harmon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:50 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 
overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

mailto:constance.mcbarron@gmail.com
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SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 
public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 
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SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Gretchen Harmon  

gretchen.harmon@gmail.com  

1495 Shelton  

Walla Walla, Washington 99362 

 

  

 
From: Jennifer Godfrey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 7:55 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

mailto:gretchen.harmon@gmail.com
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service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 
height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 
and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
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• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 
planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 
Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Jennifer Godfrey  

plantkingdom1@gmail.com  

mailto:plantkingdom1@gmail.com
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1900 W NICKERSON ST, STE 116 PMB 206  

Seattle, Washington 98119 

 

  

 
From: Madeleine Sosin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 9:33 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  
The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  
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• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 
city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 
Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 
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complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 
city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Madeleine Sosin  

madeleinesosin@hotmail.com  

6728 40th Ave SW  

Seattle, Washington 98136 

 

  

 
From: Amarie Darvai <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 6:56 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

mailto:madeleinesosin@hotmail.com
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Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  
• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 
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“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 
of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Amarie Darvai  

PurrKuhMeow@gmail.com  

3219 Southwest Roxbury Street  

Seattle, Washington 98126 

 

  

mailto:PurrKuhMeow@gmail.com
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From: Stuart Niven <panorarbor@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 1:48 PM 
To: Rasmussen, Betty <Betty.Rasmussen@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Torgelson, Nathan <Nathan.Torgelson@seattle.gov>; Lumsden, Faith <Faith.Lumsden@seattle.gov>; 
Khokhar, Jatinder <Jatinder.Khokhar@seattle.gov>; Emery, Chanda <Chanda.Emery@Seattle.gov>; Pinto 
de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov>; Pederson, Art <Art.Pederson@seattle.gov>; 
McGarry, Deborah <Deborah.McGarry@seattle.gov>; LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; 
Durkan, Jenny <Jenny.Durkan@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Re: 6851 40th AVE NE and 6850 39th AVE NE 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Thank you Betty for your detailed response. I did not want to respond before I had been able to revisit 
the site and to check on the current situation regarding the tree protection of the neighbour's 
exceptional deodar cedar tree as well as to look for the Western red cedar being retained. I was able to 
do this yesterday morning and by chance I was able to meet the property owner who is developing the 
property, which was very interesting and informative on several levels.   
 
Firstly, I was happy to see the orange tree protection fence in place around the majority of the critical 
root zone of the 'exceptional' cedar tree. However, this was not fully protecting the root system as a 
considerable portion of this area already has foundations for the new house. This part is shocking as 
from my perspective the position of the foundation is most likely within the 'inner root zone' which 
according to SMC 25.11.050 cannot, under any circumstances be disturbed. This situation highlights a 
considerable problem within both the wording of the current tree 'protection' code, as well as the 
enforcement of it.  
 
The property owner acknowledged that he was doing what he was permitted to do and understood that 
while I was claiming the position is a violation of the current code, if SDCI signed off on the location and 
permitted the project as proposed, then he was not doing anything wrong. I agreed with him as it is not 
fully his responsibility to understand the City code as it relates to trees and tree protection, as a certain 
degree of responsibility must lie with the site inspector, plan reviewer (sorry if these are the wrong 
descriptions of who looks at plans for proposed developments, the person who visits the property to 
look at things before, during and after construction, but hopefully you understand what I mean and I 
hope one day I can understand the exact process within SDCI of how properties are bought then 
developed, in terms of who exactly is part of the process as I still remain confused about who is involved 
and when) and arborist (both for the City and the independent one hired by the developer) when it 
comes to the allowed positioning of buildings as they relate to trees and their root zones that are meant 
to be protected. Given the excavation and preparation work that would have been required to lay the 
foundations where they are in relation to the tree, there is no physical way that heavy equipment and 
workers were not impacting the root system that is meant to be protected. Even if the foundations are 
exactly at the limit of the inner root zone, there would be some disturbance of this area towards the 
tree, as work has to go beyond the edges of foundations to be able to lay them.  
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Tree protection is not optional yet this is the 3rd site I have seen with non-existent tree protection 
which has required complaining to SDCI to result in fencing being erected. The worst situation I have 
seen recently is in Queen Anne where a small excavator was literally parked within a foot of the base of 
one exceptional Western red cedar and by the other tree of almost the same size on the same site, 
equipment was leaning against the tree and neither tree had any fencing erected or visible. I complained 
about this with numerous other concerned residents of the neighbourhood and following an inspection 
by SDCI, no violations or citations were filled as the contractor moved the offending items and 
equipment then installed the fences. This is ridiculous as the point of tree protection is that it is 
permanent and must exist from before any work starts until all work has been completed with no 
exceptions. It literally only takes one action to compromise the tree roots which could lead to either tree 
death or tree failure or both. If these cedar trees die, it will be the fault of both SDCI and the developer 
for inadequate enforcement of the tree protection code. The same will be true of the neighbouring 
cedar in this current discussion as obviously the tree protection was not in place until I complained 
about it and even yesterday, they only put up the fencing around the red cedar being retained because I 
was on site and invited to look more closely by the property owner, be even he claimed they have been 
doing their best to keep it up but have been moving it or taking it down for practical reasons during 
different aspects of their work.  
 
SDCI may claim they care about trees but I am not seeing much that validates this. Saying something 
does not make it true, despite this becoming a trend in our current political 'leadership'. There have 
been internal audits that clearly highlight problems within SDCI that are leading to the loss of healthy 
trees; the Urban Forestry Commission has been pushing for a revised and updated tree protection 
ordinance for over 10 years; members of the public and experienced and knowledgeable environmental 
and tree experts have also been pushing for improved tree protection yet SDCI does not change any of 
its codes and cannot even manage to adequately enforce the already weak code, leading to immediate 
losses and eventual losses through decline and failures following poor or non-existent tree protection 
such as the one being discussed.  
 
Developers follow codes (most anyway) and factor these into their planning and the costs of their work. 
SDCI could easily change codes to protect many many more trees and in the process, developers will 
follow them so that we can all benefit from a healthy urban canopy and thus a healthier population of 
people in the City. Trees are life and help in more ways than most people realise. Allowing the removal 
of healthy trees and not adequately protecting those we have as well as not encouraging and even 
forcing the planting of more trees all over the City is very shortsighted and we are feeling the effects 
which will only increase. The very recent UW and PNW-ISA Symposium on Climate Change clearly 
explained how globally we are in a very difficult era due to human (in)activity and so when this 
knowledge is out there to be digested and shared, it is bizarre to me that municipalities like the City of 
Seattle continues to operate in the dark ages, pushing development and allowing development to rule 
all and in the process increase the problem of drought, heat, excessive stormwater runoff, increased 
pollution in both air and water etc etc.  
 



76 
 

Please stop claiming you care about trees and actually do something proactive that will make a 
difference. The recent push for the new DR for Exceptional Trees is such a waste of time as it means 
nothing if the rest of the code is the same. Dishonest arborists will still find healthy trees 'hazardous' and 
the staff at SDCI will rubber stamp the removals, so regardless of size thresholds, the same volume of 
trees will be removed.  
 
The situation is complicated but only if you make it so. The simple answer to helping our City is protect 
the trees we have, plant more trees and create codes that force developers to work with trees and leave 
them on the site to act as future proofing for these properties. There are also so many additional 
building code related changes that could be made to help trees and the environment such as all new 
buildings must have to have grey water tanks and rain water collection  that can be used to irrigate 
gardens. The developer I spoke to told me new buildings have to have 'bioboxes' to act as drainage on 
site to reduce storm water going into the drain but in the process more of the site needs to be dug up 
for this, which could and likely does lead to tree removal. Given trees are the best natural way to help 
rain water filter, it is painfully ironic that trees are being removed to build artificial filtration systems. 
 
Please stop patting yourself on the back and claiming things are great, when clearly they are not and let 
us all work together to make Seattle a City we can all be proud of and one other cities around the world 
look to for inspiration when designing and managing their own 'growth'. 
 
 
Thank you and kind regards, 
 
Stuart Niven, BA (Hons) 
PanorArborist 
 
ISA Certified Arborist PN-7245A & Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ)  
Arborist on Seattle Audubon Society Conservation Committee 
Arborist on Seattle's Urban Forestry Commission 
Board Member of TreePAC 
 
Company Website www.panorarbor.com Tel/Text: 206 501 9659 
 
WA Lic# PANORL*852P1 (Click to link to WA L&I's Verify a Contractor Page) 
 

 
 
On Fri, Aug 14, 2020 at 12:41 PM Rasmussen, Betty <Betty.Rasmussen@seattle.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Niven, 

  

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1dbb3162-430b4739-1dbb19d2-867666c9b37a-d41acff16732aa14&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treesaregood.org%2Ffindanarborist%2Fverify
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1dbb3162-430b4739-1dbb19d2-867666c9b37a-d41acff16732aa14&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treesaregood.org%2Ffindanarborist%2Fverify
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f7793b05-a9c94d5e-f77913b5-867666c9b37a-dbf5e4d39bb59c62&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattleaudubon.org%2Fsas%2FAbout%2FConservation%2FArchive%2FAboutOurProgram%2FConservationCommittee.aspx
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f7793b05-a9c94d5e-f77913b5-867666c9b37a-dbf5e4d39bb59c62&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattleaudubon.org%2Fsas%2FAbout%2FConservation%2FArchive%2FAboutOurProgram%2FConservationCommittee.aspx
https://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3cf40274-6244742f-3cf42ac4-867666c9b37a-6323ecfef63c9f15&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftreepac.org%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=6c7977ff-32c901a4-6c795f4f-867666c9b37a-83a0ecde7b93a5c3&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftreepac.org%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=fa6fae4d-a4dfd816-fa6f86fd-867666c9b37a-1d392f62aea3c76d&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.panorarbor.com%2F
https://secure.lni.wa.gov/verify/Results.aspx#%7B%22firstSearch%22%3A1%2C%22searchCat%22%3A%22Name%22%2C%22searchText%22%3A%22panorarbor%22%2C%22Name%22%3A%22panorarbor%22%2C%22pageNumber%22%3A0%2C%22SearchType%22%3A2%2C%22SortColumn%22%3A%22Rank%22%2C%22SortOrder%22%3A%22desc%22%2C%22pageSize%22%3A10%2C%22ContractorTypeFilter%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22SessionID%22%3A%2240n4ujjyzdeziggwv4rntrqp%22%2C%22SAW%22%3A%22%22%7D
mailto:Betty.Rasmussen@seattle.gov
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Thank you for bringing your concerns regarding the development of 6851 40th AVE NE and 6850 39th AVE 
NE to our attention.  I assure you that SDCI is also passionate about tree protection in Seattle. We are 
committed to finding balance between tree preservation while allowing for the development of private 
property. 

  

Tree protection has been installed for the Exceptional Deodar tree located on the adjacent property to 
the new development at 6851 40th AVE NE.  The developer recognizes that this is an exceptional tree 
and is committed to protecting it. The consulting arborist is Doug Smith from Seattle Tree.  The 
developer has also decided to retain a tree previously marked for removal, a Western Red Cedar, #10 in 
the arborist report. 

  

SDCI will continue our efforts to implement and enforce the Tree Protection Code in Seattle. I have 
recently highlighted some of the challenges my colleagues and I face in tree protection enforcement to 
our code compliance leadership team. We are now renewing a focus on working with Inspection 
Services and our permit review divisions to emphasize tree protection requirements.  

  

Thank you again for your interest. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Betty Rasmussen 
Inspection Support  Analyst 

Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections 
O: 206-684-5839 | betty.rasmussen@seattle.gov 

Facebook | Twitter I Blog  

  

Helping people build a safe, livable, and inclusive Seattle. 

SDCI is working with our partners at Public Health – Seattle & King County, Washington State 
Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to help limit the spread of 

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci
http://www.seattle.gov/sdci
http://www.seattle.gov/sdci
mailto:betty.rasmussen@seattle.gov
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=291e608b-77ae16d0-291e483b-867666c9b37a-2419bbc8c791b1e4&q=1&e=2d039c9b-3e45-4bff-b208-5585902fb3d9&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fseattlesdci
https://twitter.com/seattlesdci
https://buildingconnections.seattle.gov/
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/communicable-diseases/disease-control/novel-coronavirus.aspx
https://www.doh.wa.gov/emergencies/coronavirus
https://www.doh.wa.gov/emergencies/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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COVID-19 while doing our best to continue providing services to our customers. Visit the SDCI 
website and read our Building Connections blog for service change updates. 

  

From: Barbara Bernard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 8:11 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  
The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci
http://www.seattle.gov/sdci
https://buildingconnections.seattle.gov/
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• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 
Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 
planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 
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Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 
specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Barbara Bernard  

barbara_bernard@yahoo.com  

3010A 31st ave w  

Seattle, Washington 98199 

 

  

 
From: Mary Migeon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 10:05 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 
Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

mailto:barbara_bernard@yahoo.com
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for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  
• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  
• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  
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• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 
the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 
certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Mary Migeon  

mmigeon@gmail.com  

8801 Golden Gardens Drive NW  

Seattle, Washington 98117 

 

  

 
 

mailto:mmigeon@gmail.com
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From: Al Vetrovs <avetrovs@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2020 3:41 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Significant Trees 308 N 90th st. Subject to removal SDCI Project # 3036314-EG 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Sandra, 
I understand you are part of an interdepartmental team overseeing the urban forest issues for 
the City of Seattle.  We live at 9007 Phinney Ave. N and are in the process of commenting on a 
proposed development (6 story apartment building almost the entire lot with impermeable 
surface)  at 308 N 90th St., directly west of our home. I'd like you to be aware of this situation 
since we've seen too many significant trees go down in this Piper's Creek watershed area. 
Currently there is SFR on the proposed project lot and several trees.  The trees we are most 
concerned about losing are the Cedar and Douglas Fir trees (please refer to the attached 
arborist report submitted by the developper. The specific trees of concern are #1,#8 and #9. We 
disagree that the Doug Firs are in "poor" shape and should be preserved. The Cedar is certainly 
a landmark tree for this location and should also be preserved. Several bird species we routinely 
observe use these trees as part of their habitat. Crows on their daily migration often land in 
these trees, we've seen Barred owls, Cooper's Hawks, Hummingbirds, Robins and numerous 
other bird and mammal species using this resource.  These significant  trees are on the slope 
which is part of the designated Piper's Creek Watershed and should be preserved. The other 
trees mentioned in the report are located mostly in the undeveloped ROW (alley) and provide 
slope stability, with their root systems and canopies, to the steep bank to the eastern side of the 
lot. They should also be left alone.  
 
Please let us know your thoughts on this matter and if there is anything further we can do to 
prevent the loss of these resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Al Vetrovs 
avetrovs@gmail.com 
 
 
From: David Powell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 2:32 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: From a concerned citizen - please adopt SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

mailto:avetrovs@gmail.com
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Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Hello City of Seattle Parks.  

I've been a citizen of this city for 35 years now, I feel that greater emphasis must be placed 

on protecting and growing our urban forest. A strong, healthy urban forest makes our city that 

much greater. Thank you for listening! 

Towards this end, please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban 

Forestry Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and 
Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 
grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 
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requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 
must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 
red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 
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they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

David Powell  

davidpowell123@yahoo.com  
5815 Ann Arbor Ave NE  

Seattle, Washington 98105 

 

  

 
From: Jennifer Godfrey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 7:55 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 
Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

mailto:davidpowell123@yahoo.com
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height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  
• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 
replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 

“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 
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planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 
and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 

SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 

Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Jennifer Godfrey  
plantkingdom1@gmail.com  

1900 W NICKERSON ST, STE 116 PMB 206  

Seattle, Washington 98119 

 

  

 
From: Marian Wineman <mwineman@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 11:43 AM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

mailto:plantkingdom1@gmail.com
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Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

I strongly urge you to adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban 

Forestry Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and 

Significant Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, 

including tree service provider requirements).  

Trees are critical for shade, reducing heat and allowing us to all breathe clean air! Now more 

than ever, we need as many trees as possible, the bigger, the better. Seattle must move 
forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated Director’s Rule with 

the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection for our urban forest 

was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long overdue.  

The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  
• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  

• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 
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overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  

• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 
“Exceptional Trees” only and change to “Trees”. e.g., change “Exceptional Tree Protection 

Areas” to ”Tree Protection Areas”.  

• SECTION 4. Add “The Director shall have the authority to allow replacement trees on both 

public and private property to meet the goals and objectives of race and social justice under 

Seattle’s Equity and Environment Initiative.”  

• Under SMC 25.11.090 the Director has the authority to require “one or more trees” to be 

planted as replacement trees for removed exceptional trees during development. The number 

of trees required should increase with the size of the tree removed, with a goal to achieve 

equivalent canopy area and volume in 25 years. Any in-lieu fee must also rise as the size of 

the removed tree increases. The city can not wait 80 years to replace an 80-year-old western 

red cedar tree and expect to maintain its canopy goals as large exceptional trees are 

removed during development.  

• SECTION 5. SEPA requirements under SMC 25.05.675 N are for protecting special habitats 

and need to be considered at the beginning of the development process. The language of this 
SEPA code section should be included in the Director’s Rule to be certain that the code is 

complied with.  

• SECTION 6. SDCI should adopt SDOT’s registration process and requirements to assist 

Tree Care Providers in complying with city code and regulations. Reduce the number of 

citations that will remove a Tree Care Provider from being registered with the city to no more 

than 2 per year. Require annual registration same as Seattle business licenses require. 

Require that Tree Care Provider companies have a WA State contractor’s license to ensure 

they have workers’ compensation. Require they have a certificate of insurance that lists the 

city as an additional insured so the city cannot be sued. Require that all jobs either have a 

certified arborist on the work site or that they have visited the site and officially sign off on the 

specific work being done. 
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We've lost too many iconic and important trees! Thank you for protecting our urban forest. 

Marian Wineman  

mwineman@comcast.net  

3611 45th Ave W  

Seattle, Washington 98199 

 

  

 
From: Livia Jackson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 4:43 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please Update Seattle’s Tree Ordinance 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

I want to speak up for the incredible trees we have here in our city, and how sad I feel at the 

loss of more than half of our protective canopy in the last 20 years. With the further 

degradation of our climate, this will be a tragedy to lose even more of these mature conifers. 

Just in my neighborhood I've seen the loss of huge, incredible trees for developers making 

room and a few to diseases perhaps brought on by drought stress. In one instance a 
wonderful group of trees was cut down by an unscrupulous company at odd hours. It felt truly 

awful to see these trees removed that would surely have been treasured and protected in 

other cities with sane ordinances, and with procedures in place to have been able to stop 

them when reported.  

I urge you to protect what we have left with all speed possible and to set these requirements 

with strong enforcements. We shall not see the likes of these giant trees again, as the historic 

conditions of their growth are fast disappearing with the climate crisis.--------------------- 

mailto:mwineman@comcast.net
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Seattle’s trees and urban forest are vital to keeping our city healthy and livable. Trees and the 

urban forest comprise a vital green infrastructure. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water 

runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing essential habitat for birds 

and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our residents. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and an outdated tree ordinance are reducing these beneficial effects as 

trees are removed and not replaced. It is urgent to act now to stop this continued loss of 

trees, particularly large mature trees and tree groves. It is important to promote environmental 
equity as trees are replaced. 

Please update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance as recommended in the latest draft by the 

Seattle Urban Forestry Commission.  

Here are the key provisions that need to be in the updated tree ordinance: 

1. Expand the existing Tree Removal and Replacement Permit Program, including 2-week 

public notice and posting on-site, as used by the Seattle Department of Transportation 

(SDOT) – to cover all Significant Trees (6” and larger diameter at breast height (DBH)) on 

private property in all land use zones, both during development and outside development.  

2. Require the replacement of all Significant Trees removed with trees that in 25 years will 

reach equivalent canopy volume – either on site or pay a replacement fee into a City Tree 

Replacement and Preservation Fund. Allow the Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants 

and set up easements.  

3. Retain current protections for Exceptional Trees and reduce the upper threshold for 

Exceptional Trees to 24” DBH, protect tree groves and prohibit Significant Trees being 
removed on undeveloped lots.  

4. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-Exceptional Trees in 3 years per lot 

outside development  

5. Establish one citywide database for applying for Tree Removal and Replacement Permits 

and to track changes in the tree canopy.  

6. Post online all permit requests and permit approvals for public viewing.  

7. Expand SDOT’s existing tree service provider’s registration and certification to register all 

Tree Service Providers (arborists) working on trees in Seattle.  

8. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance. 
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Livia Jackson  

lijac@mac.com  

4305 NE 60th st.  

Seattle, Washington 98115 

 

  

 
From: David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 10:19 PM 
To: PRC <PRC@seattle.gov>; McGarry, Deborah <Deborah.McGarry@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov>; seattle-tree-ordinance-working-
grouplists riseup. net <seattle-tree-ordinance-working-group@lists.riseup.net>; Strauss, Dan 
<Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov>; Pedersen, Alex <Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; An, Noah 
<Noah.An@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Kudos Deborah McGarry, Seattle Arborist on project at 11340, 11342, 11344, 11346, 11348 
23RD AVE NE 3028516-LU et al. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Thank you to Seattle Arborist Deborah McGarry for continue to enforce the Seattle 
Tree Ordinances and Directors Rule on many projects, including  notably at 11340 to 
11348 23RD AVE NE (recent comment below) from SDCI project 3028516-LU / 
3026308-LU / et al.   
  
David Moehring 

TreePAC Board Member 
dmoehring@consultant.com 
  
If only these 49 trees on this site could sing in a pitch recognized by the human ear... 
  

mailto:lijac@mac.com
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=a819368e-f6a9abaf-a8191e3e-8681010e5614-59a71f23172e50c5&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3026308-LU
mailto:dmoehring@consultant.com
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======================================================== 
  
  
  
Re: Project #6761539-CN 
Correction Notice #2 
Review Type TREE 
Date August 13, 2020 
  
Project Address 11348 23RD AVE NE 
SEATTLE, WA 98125 
Contact Phone (206) 459-2364 
  
Contact Email JULIE@LEDOUXCONSTRUCTION.COM Address Seattle Department of Construction and 
SDCI Reviewer Deborah McGarry Inspections 
Email deborah.mcgarry@seattle.gov 
Owner BRUCE WALLACE P.O. Box 34019 
Seattle, WA 98124-4019 
 
"Dear Ms. LeDoux, 
It appears that an updated arborist report is the correction response for my previous correction letter, 
but not all questions were addressed. There are additional outstanding questions regarding trees in 
the 8/3/2020 Zoning Correction Letter. This letter will refer to questions from the zoning correction 
letter and brings up several new concerns. As noted in the Zoning Correction, please provide a 
narrative response to each Correction item listed below. As there are multiple concerns with trees on 
this site and the submitted documentation, there may be additional corrections in future review cycles. 
Thank you. 
Deborah McGarry" 
  
===============================================================
=========== 
  

mailto:JULIE@LEDOUXCONSTRUCTION.COM
mailto:deborah.mcgarry@seattle.gov
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SDCI document links 
  
Existing site plan showning very large trees on lot proposed to be divided and developed:  

Approved Plan Set - Land Use  1279 KB 07/25/18 3030102-LU  Master Use Permit 
  
Photos and correction comments: 
  

Site Photos  72 MB 12/04/19 005829-19PA  Building & Land Use Pre-Application 

Application  630 KB 10/31/19 005829-19PA  Building & Land Use Pre-Application 

Correction Letter-Zoning-Cycle2  533 KB 08/03/20 6761539-CN  Construction Permit 

Correction Letter-Zoning-Cycle1  512 KB 03/06/20 6761539-CN  Construction Permit 

Correction Letter  436 KB 07/21/20 6761539-CN  Construction Permit 

Correction Letter-Tree-Cycle2  386 KB 08/13/20 6761539-CN  Construction Permit 
  
  
Many who care: 

Public Comment  89 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  35 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  15 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/18/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  14 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  1962 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  14 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  37 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  38 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  37 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  14 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  19 MB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  57 KB 09/19/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  45 KB 08/28/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3921862
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d5b4b8c2-8b0425e3-d5b49072-8681010e5614-3eb95eaa7b02faaa&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3030102-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5145668
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=6478f8d7-3ac865f6-6478d067-8681010e5614-a35bac468a74c17e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D005829-19PA
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5070643
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e0d1ec1c-be61713d-e0d1c4ac-8681010e5614-136659ad521d2f43&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D005829-19PA
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5743404
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d5640872-8bd49553-d56420c2-8681010e5614-168ed4b8ec33ef66&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D6761539-CN
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5362694
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=868466a9-d834fb88-86844e19-8681010e5614-ac944943bc36b2fd&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D6761539-CN
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5702576
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=276a56d6-79dacbf7-276a7e66-8681010e5614-24b1e4a2cb1a551a&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D6761539-CN
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=5781047
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ee14ce73-b0a45352-ee14e6c3-8681010e5614-2947d8ecfb59ca1b&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D6761539-CN
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756484
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=47a8c634-19185b15-47a8ee84-8681010e5614-629c33f489e7d2fc&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756485
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=4bbd4bbd-150dd69c-4bbd630d-8681010e5614-d4c334a222ac0541&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756486
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=025ddfeb-5ced42ca-025df75b-8681010e5614-b4999f669e4a9938&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756487
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9193bd59-cf232078-919395e9-8681010e5614-40f69aba2ac21b00&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756488
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=052307a0-5b939a81-05232f10-8681010e5614-8e69b17a388541ce&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3756489
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=981c0e4f-c6ac936e-981c26ff-8681010e5614-91700de91c45524a&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759140
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e069f6af-bed96b8e-e069de1f-8681010e5614-8edc7f464c685f2a&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759141
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=becd31c4-e07dace5-becd1974-8681010e5614-1ec916e4c6fcbfc3&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759142
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e5ba2331-bb0abe10-e5ba0b81-8681010e5614-ea6072042b853949&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759143
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=fa81772c-a431ea0d-fa815f9c-8681010e5614-670a424316b56c8e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759144
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=67708fd1-39c012f0-6770a761-8681010e5614-2d8cdf1fb0920d2e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759145
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ffc69683-a1760ba2-ffc6be33-8681010e5614-0abb0895d8b7e163&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759146
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=19ec3a91-475ca7b0-19ec1221-8681010e5614-ec885d66961ffa44&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759147
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=8aa99006-d4190d27-8aa9b8b6-8681010e5614-c77f7b57759128df&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759148
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=feb5e23f-a0057f1e-feb5ca8f-8681010e5614-aabd9602058ea807&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759149
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1df86fd9-4348f2f8-1df84769-8681010e5614-7702ece101f055a0&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759150
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=baff6804-e44ff525-baff40b4-8681010e5614-f71e5a3ec8138024&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759151
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=fa871d9e-a43780bf-fa87352e-8681010e5614-9a0e43064cb68f16&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759152
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=682d57a1-369dca80-682d7f11-8681010e5614-be3e7be354f72003&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3759153
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=30941dbb-6e24809a-3094350b-8681010e5614-e49f977f036544a2&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3386991
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f1895098-af39cdb9-f1897828-8681010e5614-c9bcd04824583676&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
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Public Comment  28 KB 08/28/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  47 KB 08/30/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  36 KB 09/05/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  33 KB 09/05/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  117 KB 09/05/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  2 MB 09/05/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  19 KB 09/05/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  38 KB 09/06/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  40 KB 09/11/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  159 KB 09/12/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  4 MB 09/14/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  117 KB 09/14/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  43 KB 09/14/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  34 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  36 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  13 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  35 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  36 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  12 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  35 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  36 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3386992
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=64f82d1f-3a48b03e-64f805af-8681010e5614-8dbfcc7d675309bf&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3389880
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3c9e47d0-622edaf1-3c9e6f60-8681010e5614-8d4b8d0ab2d155f6&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3394371
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e0798d50-bec91071-e079a5e0-8681010e5614-7c790675a2f3c82e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3394372
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ae4d0236-f0fd9f17-ae4d2a86-8681010e5614-0b54ee91f365ba2f&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3394373
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c11effbf-9fae629e-c11ed70f-8681010e5614-14b448d1511f5e79&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3394374
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1d01537d-43b1ce5c-1d017bcd-8681010e5614-56b12f710d966197&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3394375
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=909c9494-ce2c09b5-909cbc24-8681010e5614-fa0759f2b7afcb95&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3396016
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=4d7a20b3-13cabd92-4d7a0803-8681010e5614-697d3a6d83fa3e84&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3400589
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=310944ee-6fb9d9cf-31096c5e-8681010e5614-16e3c6da648f191b&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3402067
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=beec65e4-e05cf8c5-beec4d54-8681010e5614-bdc060b7cede57ec&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3404788
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=aa6b6323-f4dbfe02-aa6b4b93-8681010e5614-21ad95a11db1af5e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
http://web6.seattle.gov/dpd/edms/GetDocument.aspx?id=3404789
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2b8161ca-7531fceb-2b81497a-8681010e5614-fc854cf514828558&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=38f727ec-6647bacd-38f70f5c-8681010e5614-bc81b88f986c8f51&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3404790
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=89595947-d7e9c466-895971f7-8681010e5614-e3a45f6965508f59&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d0d94b0d-8e69d62c-d0d963bd-8681010e5614-80ae56080f65ba69&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419287
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d0643612-8ed4ab33-d0641ea2-8681010e5614-2e6abe17682f41f8&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=df63e833-81d37512-df63c083-8681010e5614-1b5c24fe20c98d3f&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419288
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=db86d062-85364d43-db86f8d2-8681010e5614-21e2ec04ffb3e1af&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=a1fdebed-ff4d76cc-a1fdc35d-8681010e5614-f548e69992cdf2cf&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419289
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d8a07ae0-8610e7c1-d8a05250-8681010e5614-9243ae1e3e72aefb&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c676651d-98c6f83c-c6764dad-8681010e5614-abed0293089cd323&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419290
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9cfcc96f-c24c544e-9cfce1df-8681010e5614-e8fcfb2b8c5ffe89&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1605a465-48b53944-16058cd5-8681010e5614-4a8dcbeeabafdc64&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419291
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1a449986-44f404a7-1a44b136-8681010e5614-9490c515a0a87be6&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=eadd242a-b46db90b-eadd0c9a-8681010e5614-e01f94f225fa5929&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419292
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9eb05882-c000c5a3-9eb07032-8681010e5614-376c9e6303050c9c&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9d5b299d-c3ebb4bc-9d5b012d-8681010e5614-bb9c8782aa61f1a2&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419293
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=41704fae-1fc0d28f-4170671e-8681010e5614-77e17d2f64632523&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=907beb3f-cecb761e-907bc38f-8681010e5614-64c8eb2c15d584a7&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419294
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=623e332b-3c8eae0a-623e1b9b-8681010e5614-1a1a78be391d6a71&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=5ae8e669-04587b48-5ae8ced9-8681010e5614-bf21c7022ab63e51&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419295
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=8ab948ef-d409d5ce-8ab9605f-8681010e5614-26d75856b84e5cf7&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=07a9166a-59198b4b-07a93eda-8681010e5614-9e968e6b5bbbf20f&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419296
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=af1ac529-f1aa5808-af1aed99-8681010e5614-8c50e12d15da61df&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2f40e7cd-71f07aec-2f40cf7d-8681010e5614-7364e55891208a78&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419297
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=888aaf4f-d63a326e-888a87ff-8681010e5614-3f9fe121d22246f7&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=55a73140-0b17ac61-55a719f0-8681010e5614-677c02899cc9fc84&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419298
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2dec7970-735ce451-2dec51c0-8681010e5614-dadca12db8315907&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=28ba0e1b-760a933a-28ba26ab-8681010e5614-68193d9b3c75525c&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419299
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d3c318b4-8d738595-d3c33004-8681010e5614-9329ac6ae1bb3d9f&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c9238555-97931874-c923ade5-8681010e5614-e394961615a19be2&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419300
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ca2a9d4f-949a006e-ca2ab5ff-8681010e5614-60351b71be2a09a3&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c6f3b133-98432c12-c6f39983-8681010e5614-91c1774b77ff06a0&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419301
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=157ae5da-4bca78fb-157acd6a-8681010e5614-8c3c4f7d469a5d3e&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=b27c3a35-eccca714-b27c1285-8681010e5614-33bec05dec9f3dcc&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419302
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3aa224c8-6412b9e9-3aa20c78-8681010e5614-4686a8783eb4b7d4&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=4dadb68d-131d2bac-4dad9e3d-8681010e5614-b5600bc198702569&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419303
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9ce27cf0-c252e1d1-9ce25440-8681010e5614-f705fbb86f223ab9&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=84acc60f-da1c5b2e-84aceebf-8681010e5614-9ee351f222fcf4bc&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419304
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=667bf034-38cb6d15-667bd884-8681010e5614-c6d10e55b20f6f87&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=12e3112e-4c538c0f-12e3399e-8681010e5614-66bfc6de92486cb0&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419305
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=986ade34-c6da4315-986af684-8681010e5614-87d96d0a7f809f18&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2ce4fc85-725461a4-2ce4d435-8681010e5614-0809399cf00eb5f6&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419306
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ee876ec2-b037f3e3-ee874672-8681010e5614-d68d98f81d8411ad&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=99ccb07c-c77c2d5d-99cc98cc-8681010e5614-b9b42e7682d11c2d&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419307
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=bfaaaa22-e11a3703-bfaa8292-8681010e5614-10b2b9d91d756333&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=df4dcafb-81fd57da-df4de24b-8681010e5614-eb934e9499383066&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419308
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=4beb75ee-155be8cf-4beb5d5e-8681010e5614-8c0e6bc5b945bcbb&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
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Public Comment  56 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  55 KB 09/20/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  53 KB 09/26/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  333 KB 09/01/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  51 KB 09/01/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment  51 KB 09/01/17 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

Public Comment: Songer 09/06/2018  47 KB 09/07/18 3028516-LU  Master Use Permit 

 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d397405a-8d27dd7b-d39768ea-8681010e5614-17ac750cd7f6885c&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419309
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3dd0c9b1-63605490-3dd0e101-8681010e5614-7c3dde67624f2679&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=0a3e0a7c-548e975d-0a3e22cc-8681010e5614-67cf492cdd5a79b4&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3419310
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=a315149f-fda589be-a3153c2f-8681010e5614-05b542efd9ac4547&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d5d20885-8b6295a4-d5d22035-8681010e5614-919af87b06467281&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3425746
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=6b3fea66-358f7747-6b3fc2d6-8681010e5614-72cf74e2f2675af6&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f4919962-aa210443-f491b1d2-8681010e5614-0b6b6476e196411f&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3392668
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=59f18c82-074111a3-59f1a432-8681010e5614-ce5e988e8189b745&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=7a3e99b0-248e0491-7a3eb100-8681010e5614-74b49b6886fe5456&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3392669
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=7709db64-29b94645-7709f3d4-8681010e5614-2676039e75a5f29d&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9d4239bd-c3f2a49c-9d42110d-8681010e5614-64e3c9153f25f5d6&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D3392670
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=fc37f0ef-a2876dce-fc37d85f-8681010e5614-6242dfa748a2f2cd&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2a305c0d-7480c12c-2a3074bd-8681010e5614-7961fcf235fa4843&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=http%3A%2F%2Fweb6.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fedms%2FGetDocument.aspx%3Fid%3D4029494
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=4fe61b04-11568625-4fe633b4-8681010e5614-3768f5e3da863a44&q=1&e=3e34c240-62e8-4011-bff6-2fa9915e917b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcosaccela.seattle.gov%2Fportal%2Fcustomize%2Flinktorecord.aspx%3FaltId%3D3028516-LU


98 
 

From: Melanie Audette <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:08 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  
The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  
• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 
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From: David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 8:11 PM 
To: PRC <PRC@seattle.gov>; DOT_LA <DOT_LA@seattle.gov>; SDOT_LA@seattle.gov; Williams, 
Jonathan - DOT <Jonathan.Williams@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Jon Lisbin <me@jonlisbin.com>; Seattle Fair Growth <seattle-fair-growth@googlegroups.com>; 
Baker Street Community Group Steering Committee <baker-street-community-group-steering-
committee@googlegroups.com>; fs.waterstrat@gmail.com; paige3lowe@gmail.com; Pinto de Bader, 
Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov>; maryjeanlord@hotmail.com; mwelcker@fredhutch.org; 
Buker, Gerald <Gerald.Buker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Another beautiful city tree coming down soon 1761 NW 57th St 3034783-LU and 6736387-CN 
Importance: High 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
It appears there may be another beautiful city tree coming down 
soon...again in Ballard. The Icelandic Embassy along with two houses next to 
it will be demolished soon.   
  
  

Five mature trees on the property on 20 Ave. will be cut down but, in 
addition, a beautiful mature linden tree on 57 Ave. will also be removed at 
the east end of the development in order to fit in a new wide driveway.  The 
design plans appear to show that the easternmost linden is proposed for 
removal, while the other two street trees will be preserved.  The trees on 
NW 57th St are in the right-of-way and are under jurisdiction of SDOT 
Landscape Architect's office.  We understand that any questions or 
comments about these trees can go to SDOT_LA@seattle.gov. 
  

Two questions: 

1)   I concur with the earlier Jan 2020 comment from Cameron Sparr and 
others. In the interest of density AND attempting to reach Seattle's tree 
canopy and resulting reduced heat island goals, cannot the 5 mature trees 
along 20th be preserved by simply setting back the west facade to the edge 
of the existing pavers? The building is in dire need of exterior amenity space 
(per Planner* correction comment.) This better wider sidewalk street 
frontage could be offset - only if necessary - by an additional floor as a SEPA 
allowed design departure. 
  

mailto:SDOT_LA@seattle.gov


100 
 

2) The linden tree along 57th is needlessly being taken out as the driveway 
to new parking is offset from the east property edge by about 7 feet. With 
the large multi-family structure to the east, there is no advantage to this 
proposed offset. It is wasted space on the ground floor inside the building, 
as well. The driveway should be located as close to the east property line as 
possible... and the linden tree should be retained. 
  

3) If any existing building is an historical site, may it be reviewed with the 
Seattle Dept of Neighborhoods and moved off site? 
  

Thank you, 
David Moehring 

for TreePAC and the folks up the street on 20th and 60th Ave W  
  

*Eddie Buker Reviewer Phone (206) 386-1246; gerald.buker@seattle.gov 
see below. 
  
  

mailto:gerald.buker@seattle.gov
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7. Amenity Area (SMC 23.47A.024) 
Please provide dimensions on all proposed amenity areas in plans. SMC 23.47A.024.B.4 and B.5 
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regulate minimum dimensions 
for common and private amenity areas. Ensure these standards are met which require a minimum 
horizontal distance of 10' for 
common areas and 6' for private areas. 
  
  
  
   
  
The Icelandic Embassy and the two small houses next to it will be demolished soon. Five mature trees 
on the property on 20 Ave.... 

  

  

 

  
View on Nextdoor  

  
  
  

 

Liz Cunningham, Ballard North 

  
The Icelandic Embassy and the two small houses next to it will be 
demolished soon. Five mature trees on the property on 20 Ave. will be cut 
down but, in addition, a beautiful mature linden tree on 57 Ave. will also be 
removed. This is a on city property. My question is why they can’t access 
the... See more  

  
General · Jun 1 to 11 neighborhoods  

  
 

 

  Thank    
 

  Private message  

 

  
  

View or Reply  

  
 

  
 

  

  
 

https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=150163715&s=&is=npe&ct=4e6bAJr_Vo_DHPGBYDLZNFCJuAEKoGgB5tVPQzer5LSfSgWZhfiIXExoh1PvNQX9&ec=iD9EVf8Fqz_GipY9l9G7ig==&token=VDmQ7ykB2mxpakqkuYKXGTwc5XfK48cSgVasd7wAWowBzasgBHhy6iRPISpftfNh02aEFa7mQ3gx-vWwRNQ558NUR3gPi_fX7PN6lAnrpmk%3D&auto_token=gXardtJdhtEqdXeV3w_l8NiWIznASQjZ2ES3dYMOxJSckbo_MY8IqQM2Efpf34bBJaa5TqCRVszn0u_GYh0lM0hOvflv85gKOnt4dRCBNco%3D&mobile_deeplink_data=eyJhY3Rpb24iOiAidmlld19wb3N0IiwgInBvc3QiOiAxNTAxNjM3MTV9&link_source_user_id=5037496
https://nextdoor.com/profile/9100303?ct=4e6bAJr_Vo_DHPGBYDLZNFCJuAEKoGgB5tVPQzer5LSfSgWZhfiIXExoh1PvNQX9&ec=iD9EVf8Fqz_GipY9l9G7ig==&lc=4450&token=VDmQ7ykB2mxpakqkuYKXGTwc5XfK48cSgVasd7wAWowBzasgBHhy6iRPISpftfNh02aEFa7mQ3gx-vWwRNQ558NUR3gPi_fX7PN6lAnrpmk%3D&auto_token=gXardtJdhtEqdXeV3w_l8NiWIznASQjZ2ES3dYMOxJSckbo_MY8IqQM2Efpf34bBJaa5TqCRVszn0u_GYh0lM0hOvflv85gKOnt4dRCBNco%3D
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From: Melanie Audette <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:08 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please adopt, with amendments, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Please adopt, with the amendments recommended by the Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission, SDCI’s Director’s Rule 13-2020 (Designation of Exceptional and Significant 

Trees, Tree Protection, Retention, and Tree Removal during land division, including tree 

service provider requirements).  

Seattle must move forward now, without the delay urged by some, in adopting this updated 

Director’s Rule with the amendments proposed below. This process of increasing protection 

for our urban forest was first proposed by the Seattle City Council 11 years ago and is long 

overdue.  
The following updates as proposed in the draft Director’s Rule are great steps forward:  

• Reducing the upper threshold on exceptional trees to 24 inches in diameter at standard 

height (DSH) from 30 inches  

• Designating trees 6 inches DSH and larger as protected trees, starting in the platting and 

short platting process  

• Requiring Tree Care Providers to register with the City as the Seattle Dept. of 

Transportation already requires  

• Continuing protection of tree groves as exceptional trees, even if a tree is removed from the 

grove  

• Making clear that all exceptional trees removed during development must be replaced per 

SMC 25.11.090  

• Tightening tree removal requirements for exceptional trees as hazard trees  

The following changes to the draft Director’s Rule are needed:  

• Change Subject Title to remove words “land division” and replace with “Development”  
• PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND. add “SMC 23 requires that all trees 6 inches DSH and 

larger must be indicated on all site plans throughout the platting and sub-platting process, 

and that projects must be designed to maximize the retention of existing trees. This 

requirement continues throughout any subsequent development on all lots in all zones in the 

city.”  

• SECTION 1. Reduce the number of trees and sizes required to be a tree grove. Kirkland, 

Woodinville, and Duvall all define a tree grove as “a group of 3 or more significant trees with 

overlapping or touching crowns.” Include street trees in groves.  

• Add “Significant trees may become exceptional as they grow in size. They are future 

replacements in the urban forest for exceptional trees when they die. Development projects 

must be designed to maximize the retention of both exceptional and significant trees to 

maintain a diversity of tree species and ages.”  

• Add “All replacement trees regardless of size are protected trees and can’t be removed.”  
• SECTION 2. Change the heading to “TREE PROTECTION”. Remove references to 
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From: Katharine Rossitch <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 7:59 PM 
To: Pinto de Bader, Sandra <Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, 

Seattle’s trees and urban forest are vital to keeping our city healthy and livable. Trees and the 

urban forest comprise a vital green infrastructure. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water 

runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing essential habitat for birds 
and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our residents. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and an outdated tree ordinance are reducing these beneficial effects as 

trees are removed and not replaced. It is urgent to act now to stop this continued loss of 

trees, particularly large mature trees and tree groves. It is important to promote environmental 

equity as trees are replaced. 

Please update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance as recommended in the latest draft by the 

Seattle Urban Forestry Commission.  

Here are the key provisions that need to be in the updated tree ordinance: 

1. Expand the existing Tree Removal and Replacement Permit Program, including 2-week 

public notice and posting on-site, as used by the Seattle Department of Transportation 

(SDOT) – to cover all Significant Trees (6” and larger diameter at breast height (DBH)) on 

private property in all land use zones, both during development and outside development.  

2. Require the replacement of all Significant Trees removed with trees that in 25 years will 

reach equivalent canopy volume – either on site or pay a replacement fee into a City Tree 
Replacement and Preservation Fund. Allow the Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants 

and set up easements.  

3. Retain current protections for Exceptional Trees and reduce the upper threshold for 

Exceptional Trees to 24” DBH, protect tree groves and prohibit Significant Trees being 

removed on undeveloped lots.  
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4. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-Exceptional Trees in 3 years per lot 

outside development  

5. Establish one citywide database for applying for Tree Removal and Replacement Permits 

and to track changes in the tree canopy.  

6. Post online all permit requests and permit approvals for public viewing.  

7. Expand SDOT’s existing tree service provider’s registration and certification to register all 

Tree Service Providers (arborists) working on trees in Seattle.  
8. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance. 

Katharine Rossitch  

krossitch@gmail.com  

710 BELMONT PL E, APT 207  

SEATTLE, Washington 98102-4450 

 

  

 
From: dmoehring@consultant.com <dmoehring@consultant.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 7:00 AM 
To: Jeff Greiner <jeffgreiner9@hotmail.com>; Pinto de Bader, Sandra 
<Sandra.Pinto_de_Bader@Seattle.gov>; PRC <PRC@seattle.gov> 
Cc: mas@masarchitecture.net; TreesForNeighborhoods <TreesForNeighborhoods@seattle.gov>; Rich 
Ellison <climbwall@msn.com>; seattletreelossgooglegroups.com <seattletreeloss@googlegroups.com>; 
Kevin Orme (via treepac_seattle Mailing List) <treepac_seattle@lists.riseup.net>; 
deborahmcgarry@seattle.gov; seattle-tree-ordinance-working-grouplists.riseup.net <seattle-tree-
ordinance-working-group@lists.riseup.net> 
Subject: 3212 and 3220 S Dawson St., SDCI project #6790908-CN and 004416-20PA 
 
CAUTION: External Email 
 
Thank you Jeff for be attentive to Seattle’s tree canopy and environmental goals, as well as soil 
stabilization! 
 
Dear PRC, 
 
Please include me on any notices that may be issued for both of the above addresses. 
 
These two sites are being cleared of many trees, including half of the critical root zones of the west edge 
Neighbor’s Exceptional trees excluded from any arborist report. These trees are required to be 
protected by code using SMC prescribed code departures accepted during SEPA and design reviews. 
Please request that arborist reports include photos of their tree assessments- especially trees marked as 
not being exceptional or being hazardous. 

mailto:krossitch@gmail.com
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It looks like there is not enough lot area at 3212 and the adjusted 3220 Lot for exterior amenity space. 
All that is being shown is 8 townhouses on 3212, 9 townhouses on 3220, walkways to entries, and the 
driveways. Other than narrow side yards, there does not appear to be places within each legal lot for 
outdoor activity, bicycles, trash containers, storm water, or planting of new trees to augment urban heat 
island effects. Moreover, will not the lot boundary adjustment of over 12 ft for the long length from the 
3220 property reduced the allowed floor area and required exterior amenity areas at the nine 3220 
townhouses? Finally, how many of the 8 plus  9 townhouses will be affordable dwellings with the 
Mandatory Housing Affordability zoning passed in April 2019? We don’t need more $700k+ homes for 
six-figure salaries, do we? 
 
Note: the 2018 city photos of the 3220 property show at least two large trees that were cut down 
except for the bottom 10 feet. Were these exceptional trees that required permits? 
 
Thank you, 
David Moehring 
TreePAC board member 
dmoehring@consultant.com 
 
 
Sent using the mobile mail app 
 
On 9/2/20 at 4:07 PM, Jeff Greiner wrote: 
 
> Hello Seth, 
> ... this is Jeff Greiner again, we chatted on the phone yesterday. I never heard from you regarding the 
arborist contact you guys were using. Could you please send me that? 
> 
> Also, is there a direct portal in your website to leave comments on the projects? I did not see that. 
Please consider this my comment if email is the only route. 
> 
> Looks like both of my trees are well above 30 inches in diameter and are on my property. The city 
arborist Deborah McGarry is aware of the situation. We plan to talk tomorrow. Please consider these 
trees exceptional protected and respect all regulations and courtesies around them. Including the slope 
underneath them which I believe is also on my land. And the root system which sits on your clients land. 
This is a pretty darn steep slope that sits on a clay bed so it could be very sensitive without these trees 
which would affect the The surrounding Hillside and Neighbours as well. 
> 
> The neighbors are aware of what’s going on, although I’m not sure they understand the scope of it. I 
intend to speak with them but with summer vacation kind of wrapping up, it’s taking a little longer than I 
had hoped to coordinate people.  I do not believe the neighbors are aware of what’s happening at 3220 
and that there will be a adjustment to the property line. 
> 
> Those that I’ve spoken with so far Are quite concerned about the density proposed in this project, not 
having enough room for parking and too many people in a small area. It also obstructs the views of at 
least four or five houses here in this quaint neighborhood. 
> 

mailto:dmoehring@consultant.com
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> This neighborhood is already sensitive to flooding due to illegal cutting of trees that happened up the 
hill behind 30th Ave. S. and routinely floods my neighbors Yard, and driveway into the street above me. 
So we are pretty sensitive about trees being cut. 
> 
> That said, I am a reasonable person and here to speak kindly with all involved parties. I do consider 
these trees valuable for reasons more than structural as well keep the integrity and bounty of the 
neighborhood plentiful. Many of the large trees have already been chopped in this area. These trees 
provide much Needed shade and stabilize the hillside immensely. Not to mention, trees are just nice! 
> 
> Subsequently this shade allows other plants to grow in my yard that wouldn’t with no trees. This adds 
value to my home, so removing any trees or harming them distinctly affects the value of my home. 
These other plants additionally stabilize the adjacent hillsides by the neighbors... 
> 
> In the proposed overview schematics for the development, apparently my trees have kind of been 
modeled in there interestingly, probably not true to where they really sit. So we should probably look 
into that, so that any proposed drawings are realistic 
> 
> Please keep me informed of any outreach meetings that may be happening coming soon, and again 
consider this my out reach to you guys, all concerned. I’m sure more people will be linked in soon.  OK 
thanks for your help on all of this, all of you. Please let me know if I need to do more surrounding 
protection of these trees and or other key parties that may need to become involved. I’ll be on a short 
vacation tmrw noon and back in the loop on Tuesday. Please extend any community outreach timelines 
based on Covid and everything taking longer, especially with summer vacation. 
> 
> I’m not always sure how all this works, but I know I’m passionate about protecting the valuable 
resource of these trees on this hillside. 
> 
> Sincerely, 
> Jeff Greiner 
> 5044 32nd Ave., S 
> Seattle, WA 98118 
> 206 300-4861 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
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