Seattle Urban Forestry Commission, Position #11 – Environmental Justice
SEATTLE – The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) is looking for a new member to fill Position #11
(Environmental Justice representative). To be considered, applicants must have understanding or
experience developing policies or programs in either environmental justice or race and social justice;
and have experience or understand community engagement and community-led processes.
This position is appointed by the City Council for a renewable, three-year term. The thirteen-member
UFC consists of a wildlife biologist; an urban ecologist; a representative of a local, state, or federal
natural resource agency or an accredited university; a hydrologist; a certified arborist; a representative
of a non-profit or non-governmental organization; a representative of the development community or a
representative from a non-city utility; an economist, financial analyst, or Washington State license real
estate broker; a Get Engaged young adult; an environmental justice representative; a public health
representative; and a community/neighborhood representative.
The City of Seattle set the bold goal of achieving 30 percent tree canopy cover by 2037 to increase the
environmental, social, and economic benefits trees bring to Seattle residents. The Seattle Urban Forest
Management Plan (UMP) is a comprehensive strategy for increasing Seattle’s tree canopy cover to meet
the 30 percent target. The UFMP lays out outcomes and a broad range of actions to be implemented
over time to preserve, maintain, and plant trees as well as restore the public forested areas remaining in
the city. A recent canopy cover assessment shows Seattle has 28% canopy cover. More information
about Seattle’s urban forest program can be found at http://www.seattle.gov/trees/management.htm
The Urban Forestry Commission was established in 2009 by Ordinance 123052 to advise the Mayor and
City Council concerning the establishment of policy and regulations governing the protection,
management, and conservation of trees and vegetation in the City of Seattle. Commission meetings are
held twice a month on the first and second Wednesday from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Currently, meetings
are being held remotely via Webex application (with access via either phone or computer). Commission
members generally must commit approximately eight to ten hours per month to Commission business
and serve without compensation. Additional information about the Urban Forestry Commission can be
found at http://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission
Applications are due April 29, 2021.
To be considered, please send a letter of interest and resume to Sandra Pinto Urrutia
(Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov). To send a paper submittal, address it to: Sandra Pinto Urrutia, Urban
Forestry Commission Liaison, Urban Forestry Commission, Office of Sustainability and Environment, City
of Seattle, 700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1868. PO Box 94729, Seattle, WA 98124-4729. Please note that due
to the pandemic, staff is currently working remotely, and electronic applications are encouraged.
For more information, please contact Sandra Pinto Urrutia, Urban Forestry Commission Liaison, at (206)
684-3194 or via email at Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov

