


Seattle Parks and Recreation staff acknowledge we occupy the
traditional homelands of the Coast Salish peoples, the land which
touches the shared waters of all tribes and bands within the
Duwamish, Puyallup, Suquamish, Tulalip and Muckleshoot nations.
This acknowledgement does not take the place of authentic
relationships with Indigenous communities but serves as a first
step in honoring the land we stand on and resisting the erasure of
Indigenous past, present and future.

Honoring Coast Salish Peoples, Lands, and Waters,
their cultural histories & relationships to place

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR HISTORY

Duwamish Tribe, Canoe Journey, Paddle to Lummi 2019

Adapted from Salishan Languages Map in Barbara Brotherton (ed), S'abadeb: The Gifts, Pacific Coast 
Salish Art and Artists. Seattle: Seattle Art Museum and University of Washington Press; 2008: xix.



• Discriminatory policies, procedures, and 
practices impacted access to public parks 
and facilities

• Dramatic landscape changes over time

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

National Archives, Seattle Public Library online collections/Courtesy of Wing Luke Museum
Seattle Waterlines Project

DUWAMISH VALLEY 
MID- 1800S

DUWAMISH VALLEY 
TODAY



Increase free and low-
cost programming

Address homelessness

More, More, More! 
(Pools, pickleball, art, 
bathrooms, trails…)

Embrace new trends 
(pickleball, roller derby, 
disc golf, bike tracks…)

Increase accessibility of 
our system, and 
approach it in new ways

Improve communication 
with our community

Maintaining and enhance 
what we already have

Consider transit access, 
parking constraints, and 
connectivity among parks

Make parks safer

2019 ENGAGEMENT: WHAT WE HEARD



STRATEGIC PLAN

•New Pathway to Equity

• 40 strategies 

• 12-year plan



ABOUT US



PATHWAY TO EQUITY











Racial 
reckoning

Climate
change

Public health 
& well-being

Economic 
downturn

2021: RESPONDING TO THE TIMES

• How have your needs shifted?
• How can we play a role in supporting you?



2021: ENGAGEMENT
Outreach Events

Listening Sessions 

Online Open House

In-program engagement



MATERIALS

ACTIVITY WORKSHEET

REFERENCE MATERIALS



Public Health & Well-Being

… improved the health outcomes of our communities, especially for 

those who are most marginalized?

… programming that is culturally relevant and responsive to 

changing community need?

Within Seattle Parks and Recreation’s mission, 
what can we do to support…



Racial Equity

… a safer and more welcoming environment for all, particularly 

BIPOC?

… elevated community and BIPOC voice in project planning and 

delivery?

… engagement with historically under- and mis-served communities?

Within Seattle Parks and Recreation’s mission, 
what can we do to support…



Economic Recovery

… removing barriers to programs and services?

… meaningful and rewarding career pathways?

… additional partnerships to expand our reach?

Within Seattle Parks and Recreation’s mission, 
what can we do to support…



Climate Change

… adaptation to climate change impacts, particularly among 

those most vulnerable?

… reducing our carbon footprint?

Within Seattle Parks and Recreation’s mission, 
what can we do to support…



TIMELINE: STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Engagement 

Activities

3-Year Action Plan 

Development

Action Plan 

Finalized
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Planning
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Learn More & Stay Connected
Seattle.gov/parks/strategicplan

Send Questions & Comments
PKS_SPRStrategicPlan@seattle.gov

Follow the Funding Process
Seattle.gov/seattle-park-district


