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Our vision, mission, and core values

Committed to 6 core values:
• Equity
• Safety
• Mobility
• Sustainability
• Livability
• Excellence

Vision: Seattle is a thriving equitable 
community powered by dependable 
transportation

Mission: to deliver a transportation 
system that provides safe and affordable 
access to places and opportunities
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We will cover

• Issues of invasive pests
• Past experiences
• Urban Forest Pest Readiness Playbook
• Formation of Seattle Committee for Invasive Pests (SCIP)
• Work to date 
• Upcoming projects
• Issues moving forward
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Current Pests & Past Efforts

• Dutch Elm Disease – early 2000’s and now
• Bronze birch borer 
• Winter moth
• Issues with funding & ownership
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Emerald Ash Borer in Baltimore

• We’re a small state – we had to act!
• City-wide ash inventory
• Different criteria: removal vs. treatment
• Community engagement 
• Coordination with other city initiatives 
• State funding 
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Cost estimate of EAB in Seattle
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Urban Forest Pest Readiness 
Playbook

• Farm Bill funding through US Dept of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Plant Protection and 
Quarantine 

• Funding provided to Washington Invasive Species Council 
• Administratively hosted by Washington State Recreation 

and Conservation Office
• RCO has interlocal agreement with DNR for their 

involvement 
• Playbook and self assessment for Washington state 

communities
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Gaining Support

• Seattle Committee for 
Invasive Pests – Aug 2019

• Playbook released Oct 2019
• Rollout at Pesticide 

Recertification Seminar Oct 
2019
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Where We Are Now
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Self 
Assessment 
Sample

• Key questions
• Points & Benchmarks
• Accompanying actions
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Priority Pests 

Not Detected Yet
• Asian Longhorn Beetle
• Emerald Ash Borer
• Sirex woodwasp
• Gypsy Moth

Currently in Seattle
• Dutch Elm Disease
• Bronze Birch Borer
• Winter Moth



Department of Transportation



Department of Transportation



Department of Transportation

Planting diversification & 
education 

• Tree planting diversification – Tree 
Planting Coordination

• Early Design Guidance, Landscape 
Architecture Office

• Updating Recommended Street Tree List
• Trees for Seattle
• Trees for Neighborhoods  



Field 
Staff App

SDOT SPU Parks SCL

Stephanie Helms
Or

seattle.trees@seattle.gov

Jana Dilley
Or

Trees for Seattle email

Lisa Ciecko
Or

Nich Johnson
Heidi Asplund

Report on WISC app

State and Federal Regulatory Agencies

WISC

Report to SCIP Representative

SCIP Lead Verifies Status

Elevate up chain of command
Activate ICS response

Authorized
Yes

Wait for further direction
No
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Statewide 
Playbook 
Committee

Provided feedback for seminars 
currently being given

Involved in Playbook Q&A 
sessions
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Drafting the 
Plan
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On the Horizon 

Trainings
• How to report using WISC app
• How to spot symptoms of priority 

pests

Stakeholder meetings
• Tree service providers 
• Community leaders
• Non-profit & environmental 

educations partners
• Other city & public groups
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What We Need

• Engagement, funding, and training in the age of 
covid-19

• Funding – overcoming shared ownership
• Complete data – filling the gaps in Parks, private 

property, and unimproved ROW
• Proper disposal - location, protocol, BMPs, 

staffing, & reutilization 
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Questions? Contact me: 
Stephanie.Helms@seattle.gov

• Arboriculturist, SDOT
• ISA/TRAQ
• Geography & Environmental Planning, GIS
• Baltimore, Hon!: Baltimore City Urban Forestry Division, 

TreeBaltimore, Weed Warriors Program Coordinator and 
Invasive Species Management Specialist 

• Assisted with Baltimore City’s Emerald Ash Borer Response 
Plan 
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