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Welcome to Washington, DC
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Tree & Canopy Preservation Regulations

Strategies for Canopy Expansion

Outcomes Over Time



responsibilities

direct management 
of public trees

regulate private 
tree removal



8,000 trees planted.
15,000 trees pruned.
3,500 trees removed.
15,000 requests for service.



703k residents.  
2.5 million trees.
38.7% tree canopy.



40%
urban tree canopy goal by 2032





Urban Forest Preservation Act of 2002
Regulates the removal of trees 55” 44” - 100” circumference [Special Trees]

Prevents removal of non-hazardous trees larger than 100” circumference [Heritage Trees]

Fee & Fine Schedule:

Hazardous Special & Heritage Trees: No Fee

Non-Hazardous Special Trees: $35 $55 per inch circumference Fee

Special and/or Heritage Tree: $ 100 $300 per inch circumference Fine

Preserves (and ultimately expands) tree canopy over time, by 
replacing a single tree with multiple new plantings.



In the 15 years 
since enactment 

5,194 non 
hazardous trees 

have been 
removed.









Over the same 
15 year period,

12,507 
hazardous 

trees
were removed.







Make Special 
and Heritage 
Tree 
Replacement 
Free



Make All 
Private 
Tree 
Planting 
Free



38.7%
existing urban tree canopy



In the 10 year 
period between 
2006 - 2015, only 
18 out of 296 
Single Member 
Districts 
experienced a net 
loss in UTC.



In that same 10 
year period all 
8 Wards 
experienced a 
net increase in 
UTC



21

58,000 
New 

Trees 
Planted 
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Requests 
for 

Planting 
Continue 

to 
Increase...
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While Open Spaces Are Greatly Reduced
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2009 Tree Levels
● 12,877 Open Spaces
● 128,374 Trees
● 141,251 Total Trees & 

Spaces
● ~91% Stocking Level
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Ward 5 
in 

2009
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Ward 5 
in 

2009
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Ward 5 Trees
In 2020

4,965 Net Increase in 

Planted Trees 





Thank you
Earl.Eutsler@dc.gov

DDOT Urban Forestry Division
www.ddottrees.com
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