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PARK SYSTEM AND POPULATION GROWTH SINCE 1960

(Park acquisition can’t keep pace with growth...)



SEATTLE’S PUBLIC SPACES

PUBLIC SPACES
Seattle Parks and Recreation

Campus green spaces

Golf courses and cemeteries

Port of Seattle and Army Corps of Engineers parks

Seattle Center

Public schoolyards

P-Patches

Seattle Housing Authority parks

Parklets, Streateries and Pavement to Parks

SPU public space

Privately Owned Public Space (POPS)

SHORELINE ACCESS
Accessible shoreline street ends

Boat launches and ramps

LINEAR PUBLIC SPACE
Regional Trail

Neighborhood Greenway

Green Street

Streetscape Concept Plan

Urban Marked Trail

Green stormwater infrastructure in the right of way
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(The system is complicated & 
unclear, lacking alignment...)



How do we align so that all public spaces, 
from forests and beaches to play streets 
and plazas, work together as an integrated 
whole?

How do we use non-traditional approaches 
to fill in public space gaps and improve 
function, tailored to local needs?



• Past City policies & investments have 
perpetuated disparities

• Public space can help build a more just 
future

• Decision-making must center leadership & 
knowledge of communities of color

• Seattle can’t keep up with growth through 
traditional parkland alone

• Particularly need new strategies for 
lively, multifunctional spaces in dense 
neighborhoods

• Extreme heat events, flooding, air pollution 
will all worsen

• Coordinated public space & green 
infrastructure can help manage the 
challenges


















