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10K+ doors knocked
1,440 front porch conversations

IN-PERSON 
CONVERSATIONS

We asked.
You responded.
We heard.
You shaped.



IN-PERSON 
CONVERSATIONS

We asked.
You responded.
We heard.
You shaped.



GOING WHERE 
YOU ARE

We asked.
You responded.
We heard.
You shaped.



GOING WHERE 
YOU ARE

We asked.
You responded.
We heard.
You shaped.

596 comments/questions
70+ City generated responses



190+ meetups, big and small
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Outreach conducted in 7 languages
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23,800+ views of non-English videos on Facebook (DON)
Translated into 7 Top Tier languages
9,600+ views of English video
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Eight community-generated principles
• Refined by focus group members
• Confirmed citywide through consider.it and events
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Draft 1 Maps based on community-generated principles
Released October 2016
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Community engagement on Draft 1 maps
Environmental review process
• Two action alternatives based on access to 

opportunity and displacement risk
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Thematic approach to Preferred Alternative:
• Propose comprehensive zoning changes in order 

to create more affordable housing
• Encourage more housing choices near good access 

to transit, and other key assets 
• Enact less intensive changes for communities at 

high risk of displacement  
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Staff process:
• Lead planner proposes rezones
• Peer review process for consistency of principles 

and application to other communities
• Run model and summary statistics
• Review outliers and propose changes
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Enact less intensive changes for communities 
at high risk of displacement  
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Minimize impacts in environmentally sensitive 
areas
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Incorporate new design standards 
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Improve green factor and tree protections
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Visit: www.seattle.gov/opcd/livability

GROWTH AND
LIVABILITY
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http://www.seattle.gov/opcd/livability


• Open houses and public hearings around the City
• Monthly Lunch & Learns to deep-dive into MHA topics
• HALA Hotline for questions: 206-743-6612 
• Council email for requests: CitywideMHA@seattle.gov
• www.seattle.gov/hala/calendar
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Citywide Proposal:

Changes to Development Standards

Urban design and livability improvements
• Upper level setbacks for top story in zones over 65’ high
• Family-sized housing requirement in the LR1 zone
• Side façade modulation and privacy standard in LR zones 

(If no Design Review)

• Major massing break required at 250’ of building width
• Green factor landscaping requirement adjusted to give 

greater weight to trees
• Highrise zone for taller, slender towers
• New specific-area Seattle Mixed zones at Rainier Beach 

and Northgate light rail



Citywide Proposal:

Residential Small Lot (RSL)

Encourages infill ‘missing middle’ housing
• Standalone, attached, or stacked homes 

Up to 3 units in stacked apartments

• Density limit 1: 2,000 sq. ft. lot area
Rounding at 0.85 per unit

• Maximum dwelling unit size, 2,200 sq. ft. 
• Introduces an FAR limit 0.75

50% of floor area exempt in a preserved home

• New tree planting requirement
Minimum caliper inches based on lot size

• Any new principal unit subject to MHA
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