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Yard Waste

Properties that repeatedly put significant amounts of 
recyclables or food/yard waste in the garbage may incur 
a fee of $50 per infraction.

Recyclables, food waste and yard waste are not allowed in the garbage. 

See the other side for tips, free resources and assistance.

Apartment & Condo  
Recycle & Compost Requirements

NOT ALLOWED IN GARBAGE

SMC 21.36.083

Recycle Compost



Find out how to dispose of hundreds of items at: seattle.gov/util/wheredoesitgo

Seattle Public Utilities has free resources to support  
recycling and composting at your property:
  Order flyers, posters & stickers for residents: 
 � Visit seattle.gov/util/recyclingeducation -OR-

 � Leave a message at 206-684-8717 to request  
a yellow mail order card.

Recommendations: 
 D Provide every unit with the “Where Does It Go?” and  
“Food Scraps Storage Tips” brochures.

 D Order Recycle, Compost, and Garbage posters and post  
on the wall near each collection container or chute.

 D Order posters and brochures in all languages spoken  
at your property.

  Request technical assistance to improve your recycling 
and food waste collection:
 � Receive recommendations about container 

placement and other program improvements. 

 � Send an email to AskEvelyn@seattle.gov  
or leave a message at 206-684-8717.

  Request on-site recycle and compost tabling event 
or presentation:
 � The training can be conducted in the languages 

spoken by the residents.

 � The goal of these trainings is to reach at least 
20 residents. Smaller properties are encouraged to 
coordinate with neighboring apartments to hold 
a joint event.

 � Send an email to AskEvelyn@seattle.gov or leave 
a message at 206-684-8717.

  Report issues with collection, service 
or containers: 
 �Missed collection or if the food and yard  
waste cart compostable liner was not replaced:  
seattle.gov/util/MissedCollection

 � Missing or damage bin:  
seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Garbage/
MissingorDamagedBin

 � Change service levels:  
seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Garbage/
BldgOwnersManagers/ChangeYourDumpster/

 � Service issues can also be reported by phone: 
206-684-7665

These two flyers, available in 

18 languages, will help your  

program be more successful. 

seattle.gov/util/apartmentfoodwaste

Recycle Garbage

seattle.gov/util/wheredoesitgoWhere Does it Go? 206-684-3000

Food &  Compost

No Plastic. No Glass. No Metal.  No Plastic Bags.  
No Animal Waste. No Rocks.

No Food. No Yard Waste. No Recyclables.  
No Hazardous Waste.

Clean Recyclables Only.  
No Food. No Liquid. No Single Plastic Bags.

Non-Recyclable Paper & Plastic

Foam Trays & Containers

Non-Recyclable Glass and Other Garbage

Clean Glass & Metal Scrap Metal

Food-Soiled Paper (without shiny coating)

Approved Compostable Packaging & Bags

Yard Waste, Plants,  
Untreated Wood

Lids
(3 inches or wider)

(empty plastic bottles, with cap on)

(no shredded plastic)

(bagged plastic bags)

(diapers) (wipes)

(produce stickers) (food-soiled foil)

(empty cans  
& dried paint)

(bagged packing 
peanuts)

Kitchen Grease

(bagged pet waste)

All Food Waste Clean Paper & Cardboard

CAN IT, 
COOL IT, 
TRASH IT.

(lids, caps & tops less 
than 3 inches wide)

(plastic coated paper)

Clean Plastics

(less than 2 feet x  2 feet x 2 feet)(Less than 4 feet long and 4 inches thick)

(less than 3 feet x 3 feet x 3 feet)

(empty toxic containers)

(single plastic bags)

(beige foam trays)

(rigid plastic containers)

Recyclable GarbageRecyclable Garbage

www.seattle.gov/util/wheredoesitgo      206-684-3000      TTY 206-233-7241

For interpretation services please call 206-684-3000.
如需口譯服務請電 206-684-3000。

통역 서비스를 원하시면 206-684-3000 번으로 전화해 주십시오.
Wixii adeegyada turjubaanka fadlan wac 206-684-3000.

Para servicios de traducción, por favor llame al 206-684-3000.
Para sa serbisyo ng tagapagpaliwanag, tumawag sa 206-684-3000.

Muốn yêu cầu dịch vụ thông dịch xin gọi số 206-684-3000.

Plastic, metal, glass, and pet waste ARE NOT ALLOWED in the food & yard waste cart.

Kitchen collection container options
Choose a food waste container that works for you. 
Options for collecting food waste include:

Durable  
containers  
with a lid

Pitchers  
or buckets  

with handles

Salad containers

Keep your container clean 
and reduce odors
• Line container with newspaper, 

a plain paper bag, or paper towels
• Wash container often
• Layer food waste with newspaper 

or food-soiled paper
• Store container in freezer 

or refrigerator

Compostable bags
Compostable bags may make it  
easier to collect food waste, however,  
they are not required.

Which bags to use and 
where to buy them:
• Compostable bags must be 

clearly labeled “compostable” 
and must be certified by BPI

• Certified bags display 
the BPI label

• To check whether a brand is approved, search 
“compostable bags” at www.seattle.gov/util

• They are often a green tint/color
• Available at most grocery stores, pharmacies, and 

hardware stores

Which bags to avoid:
• Do not use plastic bags, they do not 

break down
• Do not use bags labeled “degradable” 

or “biodegradable,” they contain plastic
• Do not use green-tinted/colored plastic 

produce bags

Storage Tips
NO PLASTIC in the food and yard waste cart. 

All residential properties in Seattle are required to have food and yard waste collection 
service. Food and yard waste are not allowed in the garbage. Here’s how to make kitchen 
food scrap collection easy.

CERT # SAMPLE

How Much Does Food & Yard Waste Service Cost?  
Effective April 1, 2018

Compost Cart Size Curb/Alley Service  
Monthly Cost+

On-site Service  
Monthly Cost*

96 gallon $11.85 $78.62

64 gallon Not available $66.99
 + Curb and Alley: The cart must be pushed to the designated site by 7:00AM 

on day of pickup or be located within three feet of the curb or in the alley.
 * On-site: The service provider driver will drive or walk to the cart and empty it. 

The driver will also unlock the cart as needed.

Free Resources
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