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PREFACE 
 

The 2020 Edition City of Seattle Standard Plans for Municipal Construction (2020 Standard Plans) have 
been prepared by Seattle Public Utilities in cooperation with the Department of Finance and Administrative Services, 
Seattle Department of Transportation, Seattle Parks and Recreation, Seattle City Light, and the Seattle Center.  
These Plans have been coordinated with the 2020 Edition City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, 
and  Municipal Construction. 

The 2020 Standard Plans apply whenever any public or private construction is performed within the Rights-
of-Way of the City of Seattle, including work performed by private parties at their own expense under authority 
granted by ordinance of the City Council or by permit from the Seattle Department of Transportation’s Street Use 
section.  

For the convenience of our users, the table of contents entries shown in BOLD TEXT with a vertical line in 
the margin (as shown here) indicate where 2020 Editions Standard Plans were revised from the corresponding 
2017 Edition Standard Plans.  A revision date, located in the upper right corner of each Standard Plan, also indicates 
when Standard Plans are new or recently revised.  

Our sincere thanks and appreciation to all who participated in the effort of producing this 2020 Edition of our 
Standard Plans, and to the many other City personnel who provided review and submitted comments. 

 In particular, thanks to the following stakeholders who shouldered most of the work in authoring and reviewing 
changes, coordinating among their departments’ subject matter experts, meeting deadlines, and cooperatively 
resolving inconsistencies within and between the Standard Specifications and the Standard Plans: 

 

Department of Financial and Administrative Services: Liz Alzeer, Mark Nakagawara, Pam Honma, and City 
Contracting Staff. 

Seattle Public Utilities: Charles Oppelt, Pat Schreibe, Kathy Laughlin, Steve Colony, Rene Malacon, Steve 
Read, Jason Miller, Mark Fredrickson, and Aziz Alfi. 

Seattle Department of Transportation: Abner Gallardo, Erich Ellis, Jeff Curtis, Scott Hart, Yuling Teo, Stephen 
Wilson, Shane Dewald, Amy Yamabe, Ross McFarland, Ben Hansen, Lok Chan, Marvin Meischke, Mike Shaw, 
Mario Macias, Ainalem Molla, Carter Danne, Brian Forsythe, and James Clark. 

Seattle Parks and Recreation: Scott Stevens, Rebecca Rufin, R. Frank Robinson, and Narinna Kay 

Seattle City Light: Minyoung Her, Michael Danielsen, Mike Nordin, Yaochiem Chao, Stan Eng, Jade Mott, 
Stephen Crume, and Kelly Davidson 

Seattle Center: Diane Hilmo and Stephen Levengood 

 

The hardcopy version of this document is available at the Department of Finance and Administrative Services 
Treasury Services cashier counter located in the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4200, Seattle, 
Washington 98104, 206-684-5214.  The 2020 Standard Plans may also be ordered on-line from the website listed 
below. Additional features on the website include an archive of previous editions of our Standards dating back to 
1910, CAD files of our Standard Plans, and proposed amendments to this edition (including pdf redline markups 
showing what has changed).  

http://www.seattle.gov/utilities/construction-and-development/standard-specs-plans 

Despite considerable efforts to produce a completely error-free document, minor errors will inevitably be 
included in this 2020 Edition of our Standard Plans. If you discover errors in this document, please alert us by 
sending an email to the City’s Construction Standards Engineer at City_Standards_Engineer@Seattle.gov. 

If conflicts are discovered between this copy of the 2020 Standard Plans and any version of the 2020 
Standard Specifications, the current edition of the 2020 Standard Specifications takes precedence. 

This preface is for informational purposes only and is not to be used to interpret or affect the terms of the 
Contract between the City of Seattle as the Owner and the Contractor. 

 

 Randy Earlywine, P.E. Dean Huber Tanya Treat, P.E. 
 City Construction Standards Engineer Standard Plans CAD Manager Director 
 Project Controls Division Eng. and Tech. Services Div. Eng. and Tech. Services Div. 

Seattle Public Utilities Seattle Public Utilities Seattle Public Utilities 

http://www.seattle.gov/utilities/construction-and-development/standard-specs-plans
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Vertical Datums within the City of Seattle:  

The National Geodetic Survey (NGS) Benchmark 944 7130 TIDAL 7 PID SY0289 is a 
disk set 3.0 feet above the concrete sidewalk in the SW granite cornerstone of the 
National Building located on the NE corner of the intersection of the Western 
Avenue and Madison Street, Seattle, Washington. 
 
The following elevations are values for that benchmark in different datums.  

NAVD 88 = 19.26 feet 
NGVD 29 = 15.67 feet 

King Co & Metro = 115.67 
Obsolete COS Datum = 9.54 feet 

USACOE = 22.51 feet 
MLLW = 21.59 feet 

 
NAVD88 = The North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (Official City of 

Seattle Datum per Ordinance #121291 of October 9, 2003) 

NGVD 29 = The National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929  

King Co & Metro = Add 100 feet to NGVD 29 

Obsolete COS = The Old City of Seattle Elevation. Plans, profiles and records 

prior to 2004 use this datum. Add 9.7 feet to this datum to get to NAVD88.  

USACOE = US Army Corps of Engineers Lake Washington & Lake Union 

Datum 

MLLW = Mean Lower Low Water Datum (TIDAL EPOCH 1983 TO 2001)  

NOTES 

1. Tidal elevations vary according to tidal observations in 18 year epochs.  
2. The Old (Obsolete) City of Seattle Datum varies between 9.1 and 9.9 feet 

below NAVD88 depending on the location in the City. The difference 

between these two datums must be ascertained from field observations in 

each specific area. Add approximately 9.7 feet to the old COS Datum to get 

to the NAVD elevation. 
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