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Urban beavers: 
How did we get here?
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Washington state beaver harvest, 1980 – 2009
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The Bad: Beaver Conflicts



The Good:
• Habitat
• Biodiversity
• Ecosystem services
• Climate adaptation



Nonlethal management



Cost savings of nonlethal management

FROM:
Boyles, S. L., and B. A. Savitzky. 2006. An Analysis of the Efficacy and Comparative Costs of Using Flow 

Devices to Resolve Conflicts with North American Beavers Along Roadways in the Coastal Plain of 
Virginia. Page 23rd Vertebrate Pest Conference.

Beaver management costs, Virginia DOT



beaversnw.org



Increasing urban presence



Urban
beavers 

in Seattle

Bailey, D.R., Dittbrenner, B.J. and Yocom, 
K.P., 2019. Reintegrating the North 
American beaver (Castor canadensis) in the 
urban landscape. WIRES Water, 6(1), 
p.e1323.



Parks & urban green spaces
vulnerable to colonization, flooding

Bailey, Dittbrenner, Yocum 2017



Magnuson Park: A Case Study
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Magnuson Naval Air Base
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Post Phase 1 Restoration
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To Lake 
Washington

2013 Restoration Complete, Beaver Activity Begins!



Beaver Activity Begins!



Beaver Activity Begins!



DECISION TIME!



In-Place 
Management:
Pond Leveler



In-Place 
Management:
Pond Leveler



Beaver Management Success!



Beaver Management Continues!



Beaver Management Options: 
Exclusion Devices



Beaver Management Continues!
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Beaver Management is Adaptive Management!



Adaptive Management



December 2018
Installation

May 2019
Low pond levels





Beaver Management is Adaptive Management!
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Thank You! Questions?

Lars C. Nelson Photography

Check out our website!
www.beaversnw.org

Like us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/BeaversNW



Questions?
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