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With clear vision for the future,
SDOT worked in 2006 to provide an

efficient transportation system that

will support a healthy environment

and a strong economy.
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Last yearwasa good vear for keeping Seattle moving,

In November 2006, Seattle voters passed the nmne-vear 3365 milion “Bridgmng the Gap™
transportation levy, which will substantially reduce our transportation mamtenance backlog:
Combined with a commercial parkmg tax and an employer tax, the levy adds 5544 million
to our transportation budget. This means weean triple our investment in street paving,

quadruple our mvestment in pedestrian safety and bike trails, reparr old bridges, build

sidewalks to parks and schools, and improve transit service.

I 2006 we also broke ground on the new South Lake Union streetear and saw huge progress on Sound Transits
Link Light Rail line between downtown and southeast Seattle, King County voters also passed “Iransit Now™ to add

Our goal 15 simple — to provide practical alternatives to drving. Whether you prefer to walk, bike, nde the bus or

i more bus service in Seattle and throughout the county.
i commute by train, we want to help you get around Seattle sately and reliably.

To truly turn the nde on chimate change, we must commut to reducing our greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent
by 2050, With nearly a quarter of Seattle’s greenhouse gas emissions coming from gas-fueled vehicles, getting people
out their cars will help the future of our planet. It’s not impossible, In Seattle, we know that by making mvestments
m cur transportation systems, we can offer alternatives to drving, and we can meet that goal.

Congratulations to the Seattle Department of Transportation and the dedicated men and women who work hard
everyday to make sure we can get around our city safely and easily. And thank you to all of the Seattle residents who
give their time to make transportation work for everyone.




Notes from the Director

Our Vision

A Vibrant Seattle Through Transportation Exvellence

Our Mission
To deliver a safe, reliable and effective transportation system that enhances Seattles
environment and economic vitalty.

Carave Cramican, B
Director of Seattle Department of Transportation

As part of a region that is expected to grow by 1.25 mullion people by 2024, Seattle must be able
to anticipate and accommodate growth. In 2006, we took major steps to help more people and goods
without adding more lanes for cars.

By advancing Central Link Light Rail, the South Lake Union Streetcar, and increasing bus service,
we are offering more alternatives to the car. We are also implementing policies such as “Complete
Streets” that will ensure that all users are considered when we repair or construct roads. Chur recently
completed plans for bikes and trees will help this new policy.

As we prepare for the future, we are also addressing our present needs. The Pothole Rangers
continued meeting our target of filling potholes within 48 hours of a request. We completed major
paving projects in Northgate, Lake City and Wedgwood communities, and on Jackson Street in the
Central Area. In 2006, we completed our three-year program to mstall parking pay stations
commercial areas around the city, to increase parking turnover and to make payment more convenent
for detvers. To improve customer ease, we implemented an online Street Use Permit application
service. The year culminated with the passage of the Badang the Gap Transportanion Levy. This
major investment will help us catch up and keep up on maintenance 1ssues, while we build more
sidewalks and bike trails,
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pital Project Status

2006 Capital Tmprovement Project Costs Detailed by Phase

Drata as of December 31, 2006

lcludes
ervircnmental (inecludes
and aequisinon) chome Ok} [ional
Project Title Stans Planning Desipn Construchion | Project Cost | Comments
(% in thousands) P=Plnning C=Construction | Plan | Actual| Plan | Actual | Plan |Actual [ Plan | Actual
: D=Dresign ) nsed ot
O H=Cm Hold
35th Avenue NE Strect - D T ] 25 O] 1,275 1418 | 12567 |10668 | 14267 [ 12,086 [ Substantially completed.
Improvements
Sth Avenue MNE N ik 63| TIT| T2 2835 [ 1851 3637 2636| Substantially completed, finishing on time
Improvements and under budget.
1L]i|$ Li|1'l W ':|!'. Y i;ll.ll.l.-:_' f.-" T'-.H-H: -|J'|'-\1 |I'|:'-Hrl' '|"|.-|| {5 i 0 1“.2{‘-'] |-1.?f:-?
Seawall Environmental
Impact Smudy
Arteral Asphale and = n 7] 01 | 595( 892 [ 11,980 | 7,691 | 12575 8,583 | This reports on the 2006 activiey only, Al theee
Comerete Prognm . contracts planned for 2000 ame either complete or
under construction,
Surara Transit a0 1300 2722 1,297 | 3,600 0 6421 1427
Improvements
Belltown /Cucen Annc ' i 33| evo| 30| 2192 ol 2o22] 402
Connections - Thomas 5t
Brdge Way North N | fl ol T4T| BO3 | 4640 | 3342 5387 4,145 This project reached substantial completion m the
second quarter of 2006 and punchlist items aze being
currently completed
Burke-Gilman Trail ! i 5| 4750 2960 [ 9121 | 5059 | 14,254 6.410| The 11th to Locks segment is in design. The 6ith to
Extension Golden Gardens will hreak ground in 2007, The Locks
to B th segment is complere.
Chiet Sealth Trail F 1] m {1 0 1421 1335 ( 2120 468 | 3541 1,803 | Construction will be completed 2007
Domntown Seattle Bus 4 49 ad 42 {1 ik 0 a4 54
Layover
Diownrown Seattle P D I || o4 66| 2773 1,302 | 5,336 | 6560 &173| 4,128
Transit Tunnel Closune
e
Mitigation
Dirwarnish Intelligent 851 0 BO4| 1550 | 6,830 | 2560 B4%| 4116( Inclodes Dwwarmsh ITS Phases 18:2 work only
Transportation Systems Phaze 3 ol begrin in the ficst quarter of 2007
Fremont Bradge P i} TH2 TH2| 6,867 6,274 | 31171 (17780 | 38420 24 836 The conteactor completed the east half of the bridge
Approaches & Electrical approaches and is now working on the west half
Major Mamntenance
Greenwood Avenue N P 0 23 724 108 | 3619 0 4,343 131
Intelligent Transpor- 3 i} £ | 43 441 400 121 | 7417 | 941 | TA60[ 1,106 Does not inchde worck on the City Center ITS
taution System (7S] project which will begin in the first quarter of 2007,
Plan Implementation
Interurban Tral North 158 158 5000 558 M5 [ W1 1LATH] 1L,657| Construcrion i complete.
Lake City Way NE m T e 2193 2194 [ 9261 9004 (12,163 ) 11,907 | This project reached substannal completion on
Muln-Modal schedule. The punch lise items are being addressed.

# cast i Shavesandds




6 Capital Project Status

20006 Caputal Improvement Project Costs Deruled by Phase
Dara as of December 31, 2006

(miludes [miludies
ermimmental close o)
and s T e .J:i"l"lll
Project Title Srams Planmng Dresien Consteuenon | Project Cost | Comments

(% in thousands) P=Planning C=Construction Man | Actual | Plan | Actual| Plan | Acetual| Plan | Actual
D=Tesign CAO=Closed ot
O H=0m Hald

,n 16 166] 2015 | 2500 | 3079 195 5360] 2462

Lake Union Ship Canal 7
Trail I1 - Phase 11

Magmola Bridge

=
=
L]

Laoa | 1,699 163,294 | 4,070 {148,000 Of 212593 ) 5769 | Thi project is currently funded for completion of
Replacement Project the environmental works, and approximately 50% of
the desym. The department s seeking a funding
package for the constrocticn from vamous fedenl,
state and local sources,

1,505 | 35050 110265 72715

I| -]
T
i
L

Mercer Corridor 7 , Iy 108,108 | 11,661 | Final desien to begin in 2007

Project
Monorail P 01 1455 (1 0 ] 0 (H] 1,455 | Thes project was terminated.
Mountain to Sound 0 o] T2 BT 449 0] 5203 BY | Construction to begm m 2009

Creeenway Trail

Morth Cueen Anne

yreive Bridoe Setsmic unanticipated hazardous marerials mitigation have
Drrive Bridge Se i1 k | g I
beeen covered.

A1 A0 411 411 2162 21991 2623 | 2660 | This project is |_'r-m11k te. Cost overruns because of

10,313 [ 10,240 10,313 | 10,2440

Parking Pay Stations § i 0 0 ]

Fhinney, Fremont & F i]
il |I'I'I]'l|l.‘-'-'{1'f‘|l.'|'||:; Qg l RO The l.|q1:|| et s L-:ul:"|<||.'|:|||_!_: |

3 3 ToT| T A58 3,195 4648 | 4008 [ This project reached subsrantial completion on it
to accommodate kg County Meteo requese for
Tranzit Signal Pricnry installation within the project
boundarnes, and may be able o use semaining grant
funds and Metro funds to do the extra work

5 Jackson Arterial P 7] E | 15 15 Al 373

[mprovements 2006 and 15 now m constructon and nearing

1426 Z118 | 2,014 | The project was readvertised in the first quarter of

substantial completion.

South Henderson 1] 1] 34 M7 LOTl T2 14651 1,339
Streer Improvements
South Lake Union P 833 796 5739 5305 42,928 (17,833 47,300 | 24,134 | Construction to be competed in 2007,

Strectcar

! !

Spokane Strect P 0 O 13,854 | 10,071 {129,031 | 16,310 {142,885 | 26,381 | Design begran on new FPourth Avenue on-ramp.
Viaduct
SR-519 Surface Sereet m 50 500 4.583| 4584 11,305 | 812315938 | 12757 | This project is complete. There is a sepatate 2008 final

Improvements inferchange desian.

SR-52) Project P 1] C 114 ik 354 438 il H o6 317

Coewerald Wates: Budpeltng for a specific planndag phase nus vof @ roeedine practive sl preparation of the 2004 TCIR # ot fn dosesands

Nowwe prafects did idewsify a plamwing itage, and cosis have beew tracked for planning.




Major Projects Updatc

Alaskan Way Viaduct/Seawall Replacement Project B oeim  Comstcin @

SDOT worked with WSDOT to move forward with replacing the detenorating Alaskan Way Viaducr. SDOT and project staff members continued planning
how to manage the impacts on dowatown during construction. Although both the caty and WSD{OT had designated the tunnel as the preferred alternative,
WEDOT released new, mereased cost estimates in September 2006 that resulted n differences over the replacement alternative. The Governor recom-
mended that there be a vote in the city of Seattle in spring 2007 between the surface/ tunnel hybod and the elevated strucure,

Fremont Bridge Approach Replacement DR N )

SDOTs contractor finished work on the eastern half of the bridge approach superstructure in October, moved traffic to the newly
completed side and then demolished and began rebuilding the western half of the approaches. The contractor avoided all-weekend
closures to vehicles and instead was able to get the work done using only nighttime closures. All four lanes are expected to be open
tor traffic on the bodge by June 2007, with some work down below on the approaches remaning,

(=4

University Link Light Rail [l Design _ Construction

Sound Transit will begin final design on the University Link m 2007, The Link 15 a 3.15-mule extension of the light ral system connecting downtown Seattle
to Capitol Hill and the University of Washington. Sound Transit hopes to begin construction in late 2008,

Magnolia Bridge Replacement BB | oo Gomstetion

The Design Team is preparing a draft Biological Assessment for the Magnolia Bridge Replacement which will be submitted to the
Washington State Department of Transportation together with the dreaft Enviconmental Assessment. These documents should be
approved and published by WSDOT and the Federal Highway Administration by the second quarter of 2007, The City approved
the ”L:,\"l!_'_;ﬂ Team’s recommendanion of a concrete box ;_\rird-‘:r for the new bridgr. The |]'k::-t1'g|'l Team 15 cc :nﬁluding the J pe, Size and
Location Study which analyzes various structural types, architectural features, and alignment refinements and will publish the report
next quarter.

Mﬁl’ﬂﬂf C{]fﬂdﬂf Prﬂ]ﬂct Planning, m_ Comstructon

SDOT began the design phase for a two-way, six-lane Mercer Street and a two-way, two-lane Valley Street, from I-5 to Dexter Av-
enue North. Seattle’s Transportation Initiative and levy approved in the fall of 2006 will provide 530 million for the final design and
a substantial piece of right-of-way required for the project. Comments from state and federal agencies will be incorporated in a final
Environmental Assessment in summer of 2007, and construction could begin by 2009,

King SttEEt Stﬂtiﬂﬂ Im [esign Construction @

MNegotiations during the vear led to an agreement in principle for the City to purchase the historic King Street Station for §1 from
Burlington Northern Railway (BNSEF). SDOT is currently finalizing details of the final sale agreement and hopes to have this task

completed by the end of March 2007, Once finalized, SDOT will manage the property and transform it into one of three major
transportation hubs in the downtown area. Public ownership provides access to addidonal grant funds to continue rehabilitating the
building, including $19 million from WSDOT and $10 mullion from the transporctation levy, The staton will provide connections
among tean, commuter tail, light rail and local buses,




Major Projects Ur

Centtal Link Light Rail o Do [ ] ()

SDOT worked with Sound Transit on the construction of the 15.6-mile Central Link Light Rail from downtown to the SeaTac
virport. The Pine Street stub tunnel neared completion. Tunnel boring between south downtown and Rainier Valley reached the
underground Beacon Hill Staton. In Rainier Valley, crews worked on paving and constructing the light rail tracks.

South Lake Union Streetcat TN . e

SDOT completed approximately 75 percent of the utility relocation required for the South Lake Union Streetear: several segments
of rail were installed, and construction of the maintenance facility was underway. The body frames of three modern, low-floor street
cars were completed in December. The 1.3 mile-system is expected to carry about 330,000 riders in its first full year of operation,
providing local transit service and supporting economic development. The streetear system will connect the South Lake Union and
Denny Triangle neighborhoods with downtown and the regional transit systems.

Sp{}kﬂnﬂ Viﬂduct Widfﬂiﬂg Plamining m COnarfucmom

A consultant was hired to prepare preliminary designs for an eastbound Fourth Avenue off-ramp on the Spokane Street Viaduct, 1o
be completed in mid 2008, The new ramp will provide improved access to dovwntown Seattle from the West Seattle Bridge.

SR-519 Surface Street Improvements paine Do [N |

SDOT wrapped up the City’s work on the first phase of 5R-519 Surface Street Improvements. Some of the project’s elements await
work by Burlingtom Northern Railway. The project, in cooperation with WSDO'T"s improvements in the corridor, will improve
comnections from [-9) to the ferry docks and Port of Seattle container terminals, enhance access to the sports and exhibition
Facilities in the area, and substantally reduce the conflicts between railroad and vehicular traffic,

SR-520 Evergreen Point Bridge B [ o o] @)

SDOT worked with WSDOT on planning alternatives for the one-and-a-half-mile long SR-520 Evergreen Point Bridge which 1s 42
vears old and very vulnerable to windstorms and earthquakes. The Mavors stakeholder advisory committee recommended design
changes to make the project fit better into neighborng communities. WSDOT completed the preliminary design and the Draft
Environmental Statement in August, The State Legislature added a proposal to the 2007 RTID ballot for addibional SR-520 funding--
for setsmic H.]T-ﬂ.'t_'. and for oo rrlrlc{t[‘iﬂg with 1-5 and [-405. In December, Governor Chris (:rcgl ire directed WSIOT to move forward
with the six-lane alternative, and asked for collaboration in the development of SR52() interchange concepts in Seartle.

1'90 TWG-WH}* TIﬂl’lSlt m" Drezygm Construenon @

The ultimate configuration plan for -9 includes High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes on the outer roadways with the center
roadway dedicated to the light rail. Fiest, the HOV lanes will be added and then the center roadway wall be converted to High
Capacity Transit. The W 1~.|‘|1r1gnn1 State Department of Transportation and Sound Transit have cumplugd d{\.tgna for the first stage
of the project — adding a westbound HOV lane between Bellevue Way and Mercer Island, and improving ramps. Construction on
the first stage 1s expected to begin in spang 2007, The second stage will add an eastbound HOV lane between Mercer Island and
Bellevue and work on ramps, scheduled for 2008 to 2009, The [‘h11d stage, improving eastbound and westbound [-90 between Searttle
and Mercer Island, will require additional funds.

Please note: Project numbers refer to map located on page 7. n
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Alaskan Way Viaduct/Seawall
Project

Fremont Bridge Approach
and Mechanical & Electrical
Replacement

University Link Light Rail

Magnolia Bridge Replacement

Mercer Corridor Project

King Street Station

Central Link Light Rail

South Lake Union Streetcar
Spokane Viaduct Widening

SR-519 Surface Street

Improvements

SR-520

1-90 Two-Way Transit
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By the Numbers

Plbase moter Tnformation extracted from reports arasiable as of 12/30/ 2006, Fanrer may fhoctuate frons quarter to guirter e o weather and st of the mork af the i
4th QTR YTD
Bike 1ane miles Createm. ittt smse bt b e s e et e s e e s 0 T .5

Bk maps 15510 i e 1,601 Y1 19,389
Bike racks 1nstalled. oot ee e e e e s ee s s e e s s s nn s eaaaneesta i ssansssasaaareereeal) Y1D: 145
A B Aol (TTRENL.. . o son e s s o s i s i it s it s i i s v s s g ) Y1 1
Bridge repairs completed. ... s s s s 4 YTD: 310
Construction,/special event tra fic control plans developed fApproved. 10000 YT 4403
Crosswalks upgraded. ..o s 30 YT 469
Curh bulbs tnstalled. . e Y1 5
B T Y T L 1y YD 774
Curb ramps retrofitted.. s s 152 YID: 2
LT e T L v W B e e oo oo 0 T 9005 0 T T I o0 O I, 1.6 YTD: 1,324
Eare e amed. . o vins sovmsom e o ana sm i won e in s s i ons s v v s e dm s s e s s e s s o 17 YT 97
Wbt A e s e o b e e e e e T ki B

Pt P S AR 1B e o rmmscmin s s o cxne e on s s s s i s i g o s s s s s B0 YT 403
Pedestrian/Bike trail lane miles Buali.. i e e e e smss e as e s sms st s s b s 1 W B A
Pedestrian and bicycle spots improved.. s s s s s s s 3 YT 4]
N e g e U B {8 by i o g L 0 £ S ) B Ly LS LY Feh P Ve ) T2 e LI O (e YT 6
Patholes Filled. ..ottt eee et e s rer s st e annmaeaeeenmnrereseerrenns B30 Y1 60,725
R e IR T T TN o P v L ey L PO R LY L e 475,979 YTD: 2,171,278
Sidewalk blocks rehabilitared. oo e e 9 YT 20
Ty e D R T L T e R R A A e A R R T T Y YTD: 10

oHtEet TEIRE - Per TS ASEUIEEL . oo coouneusaaunosii s i s soeaiaiias st v 5 40T g i e s i g s s Y Y 1D 16,605
S v e Y1Dx 3,695
1= o -1 A ORSRS— 14 YT1D: 1,494
43 e b o T2 e ) [ B S e Y1 16

e el i N etT IR . o iovioms smssumsman s o ssminums smsmsems saasa e aamss sov s 5L ems s 5 s S S S S S S A S S S A ST S SR S S YD 12

A8 b el i e e e b s e e o o T T D T YD 150
Trathic: saens i TEallad .. .. oo soruromssom s s s s vossom semsimss e o snmoss oo smmms s o snms s s s o snsmg sy o sns s e s s oD L YT 3,187
B B T B T 0 b e e e e ot i e e e e L YT 25458
Grants/appropriations/authonizations receved. o 50 YT 514,056,000
Grants/appropriations/authorizations submatted for future funding, .. § 3,300,000 YTT: 559 436,000
Percentage of contracts issued to women and minority business enterprises

L e — 9.1% YT 9.1%
Percentage of contracts issued to women and minority business enterprises

Co e T B P G TR o e sy Eh e A i h e e E o R R Baa s o e A e e e Tt e s T s L YT 10%

FNOOT atnber pianits or facditane

¢ Ly -'!'.""-""-"-'.’-'12 i .'-:-""-'."r-": v Eyper ar ||':1.H3|-:' i

sion., Dodlars expended with WMBE sendars are rsported based on ac




2006 Capital Project Status

Mozt L‘.ﬂpil;\l ir‘nprm'mnvnl ]’)ﬂ}iL:(ﬁLH are mult-year in nature. T
SDOT proposed for 2006. °
expenditure goal.

f)

(in millions)

Total Spending

I'he graph below 1s a snapshot of the expenditure plan

I'he graph indicates that the projects in the capital program achieved 89.9 percent of the

Dollars Spent vs Planned Spending - Fourth Quarter 2006

S0 |
*
= 2006 Planned £93.9
80 w7 (06 A ctiaal
4
360
59.9% of Planned
S0
320
0
|_\ |_|'I
Jan Fel Mlar Apr

May [une July Aug Sept Oet Mo Dec

General Notes for 2006 Capital Project Reports

Data for planned total costs are linked to the 2006 adopted TCIP; data
for the life-to-date costs are as of the end of December.

Management of the TCIP requires adjustments among project spending
plans to mamntain overall progress.

The project breakouts on the thllfmingrrlgu show expenditures from
prior years through December 2006. The budget amounts reflect avail-
able funding for the life of the project, as FL]b]]‘-I'lLd in the 2006 Ad-
opted Capital Improvement Program (CIP). The few annual programs

identified HL:]‘W;]r;u.L'h.' reflect Uni_r ]‘j|;111|1L:L| 20 Pf: l}mlg_f{:l:a and costs thiy >u;_fh
December 31, 2006.




2006 Budget

SDOT 2006 Revenues: $177.1 million

% in mallionsy

$35.8 Reimbursables

S8 Curmulative
Reserve Fund

178 Debt

S400,2 General
Fund

32,5 Fund

Balance

5000 Grranes & Chher
F1001 Gas Tax

Major expenditures reflecting a change from 2005
mcluded: construction of the South Lake Union Streetcar; _;
TL']‘rlﬂcrllu'r]l of the Fremont Bridge Appr nches; oversight Traffc M:
of Sound Transit’s Light Link Rail construction in

Southeast Seattle; design work for widenmg the Spokane

Street Viaduct; planning the improvement of the Mercer

Corador; planmng for replacing the Alaskan Way Viaduct

and improving a traffic management plan in the event that

the Alaskan Way Viaduct should be temporarily closed due

fr An l]|1]1|;]11|IL‘LI L:IT'IL'I'?_:L:I'IIC}'.

bR
Capatal 1

SDOT 2006 4th Quarter Budget Expenditures vs.

(5 i mallons)

Planned

3
J170.5

2006 YT

ks

6 YTD
fenia

2.9 (16

The 2006 revenues and expenditures budget was approximately
$30 mullion greater than i 2005. The change was due to an
increase in state and federal grants for capital improvement
projects as well as an mncrease in General Fund and Cumulative
Reserve Fund due to a favorable economy.

SDOT 2006 Budget: $177.1 million

F i melbons)
F224 (13
Policy, Flannimg & Major Projects

$21.1 {12

Street Mamtenance

AnagEment

§2.2 (1%)

Ulehan Forestry

843 {2

Bridges & Strucnires

$8.6 (5%
Right of Wiy

F116 (7%
Central Ciey & Claims Costs

F11.0 (6%
[y 'll'u, Fafions :-'|,||'||'u||r
{36%0

e
-

$35 (2

lh']'-.u'n1'||:-|11 Managemene

Increased expenditures included arterial asphalt resurfacing and
acceleration of replacing parking meters with electronic pay
stations. This also included work on the Chief Sealth and South
Lake Union pedestnan,/bicyele trails as well as improvements to
the Traffic Management Center.




BRIDGINGhGAP

Bridging the Gap Transportation Initiative is approved
by voters—SIT conducted community meetings throughour Se-
attle in the spring to ask Seattleites what they felt the city needed most
to improve its transportation system. The feedback recerved helped
hayor Mickels derermune what to include in hus Brdgng the Gap
Transportation Initiative,

[n November 2006, the voters of Seattle passed the $365 million
Brdging the Gap levy for transportation maintenance and improve-
ments. The levy proceeds, combined with a commercial parking tax
and an employvee hours tax, deamancally increase avadable funds for
transportation capital projects and needed mfrastructure maintenance,
These three funding sources make up Badging the Gap (BTG). Over
the mne-vear life of the levy, the total expected revenue from the three
sources 15 3344 million. This rep-
resents approxmmately $365 million
from the levy, $127.5 mullion from BICYCLE MASTER PLAM
the commercial parking tax, and
£51.5 mullion from the n~n1p|r::ﬂ:u
hours tax. A Cinzen Oversighi
Committee will provide account-
ability on how BTG revenues are
RI?L‘I11.

SDOT renews commit-
ment to bicycling—5DOT
compiled a draft Bicyele Master

G City i Scae

Plan with the goal of increasing
bicycling—trsphng the amount of bicychng by 2017 —and mereasing
bike safety by cutting the mate of bicycle crashes by one third. The
draft plan calls for more than 400 miles of new bike lanes, signed bike
routes, bicvele boulevards and mulb-purpose trals to be mstalled over
the next ten years. More than 700 people participated in the meetings
to help develop the plan, to be sssued in final form ain 2007,

Changeable message signs direct bridge traffic—Two
changeable message signs were added in the Spokane Streer corndor,
connected with the operanon of the low-level, Spokane Street swing
bridge. The signs inform drivers when the brdge 15 closed to traffic so
they can take the high-level West Seartle Bridge mstead,

More traffic cameras added to manage traffic— Six new
traffic camems were added on Lake City Way NE. Engineers can now

momitor views from a total of 47 cameras feom the Treaffic Manage-

ment Center so they can see when adpustments to signals are needed to
keep traffic moving, The views from these camems are also avalable
on S0 TS taffic camera Web page, providing another tool for dov-
ers to plan thew trps.

Optimized traffic signals keep traffic moving—sDOT
“optimuized” (adjusted the tmang of) 130 traffic signals in 2006 melud
mng :-cign:l.]ﬁ i the fi:a||m1.'1'ng areas: Fremont,
Sandpomnt Way/ Mountlake, Mortheast
50th Street, Roanoke,/ Boylston, Fast
Iake Fairview, Alaskan 1';\':15.', ."';irpnrt "ﬁ';lj.'
South, Fourth Avenue South and First
Avenue South /East Margnal Way South,
SDHOT teaffic engineers evaluate the effec-
twveness of traffic symal noung according
to a schedule thar rotates throughout the
city to keep traffic flowing efficiently,

“Red light cameras®™ encourage driver safety—Another
tvpe of traffic camer, the “red hght camera,” made 1ts debut in Seattle
in 2006, SO assisted the lead department, Police, with the new
tool to catch drwvers in the act of faling to stop at red lights. Red hght
cameras were installed at four intersections around Seattle as a palot
project.

Alaskan Way Viaduct
Emergency Traffic Man-
agement and Closure Plan
is improved—SDOT refined
and tested the emergency plan 1o be
prepared to rediect traffic in case
the Alaskan Way Viaduct must be
closed due 1o an emergency. More
than 100,000 vehicles travel on the
aging viaduct on an average week-
day, making it the most heavaly used

street m Seattle after Interstate 3.

Raised crosswalks improve pedestrian safety—sDOT
mstalled rwo rmsed crosswalks, also known as “speed tables,” at two
non-signalized mid-block crossings on Californs Avenue Southwest
in the “Juncnon.” These innovatve devices are gentler than speed

bumps, and are desymed to slow taffic, mncreasmg pedestran safety.

Urban Forest Master Plan is issued for public re-
view—Seven City of Seattle departments jomntly published a drafi
Urban Forest Management Plan, proposing to increase Seattle’s ree
coverage by two-thirds over the next thirty vears. The depariments
noted that coverage has shrunk from 40 percent of the city’s land area
in 1972 to just 18 percent. The final plan will be issued in 20007,




SDOT at Work

City departments joined efforts to promote urban for-
ests—Seven airv departments announced the Urban Forest Coalition
Committee in the spring, including the departments of Transportation,
Parks, Ciry Light, Seartle Public Unlities, Sustainability and Foviron-
ment, Planning and Development, and Neighborhoods. They launched
their joint endeavor by giving away 2,000 coupons for free trees.

SDOT met the challenge of dramatic weather—Seattle
took a whipping from Mother Nature at the end of 2(06. The vear began
with one of the werttest January’s recorded followed by one of the most
sunny and dry summers. Then in November there was the most rain

in one month ever recorded

in Seattle. On November 28,
three to four inches of snow
fell in Seartle, closing schools
and bringing ourt all of SDOYTs
SO ﬂ."SF‘Uﬂ."\C L\Juipmﬂﬂt._
working throughout the night.
The Hanukkah Fve Windstorm
began on December 14 with
mtense ranfall, followed by heavy winds that eaged through the mighe
with gusts ranging from 30 to 70 mies per hour, the worst windstorm

tor hat the area since the Inauguration Day storm in 1993, Forry-nine
percent of City Light's customers lost power, many homes flooded, and
sewer systems were overwhelmed. An estmared 700 trees fell on public
property;, 178 raffic signals were damaged or rangled, and there were
and 130 “dark™ signals. Segments of six major arterials and hundreds of
residential streets were blocked, mostly by fallen trees. An estimated 70
SDOT emplovees from Street Mamrenance, Traffic Signals, and Urban
Forestry performed extraordinary work to clear trees and debris from
streets, repair signals and assist other departments.

Parking pay stations make parking more convenient—
SDOT mstalled 400 new parking
pav-station kiosks and added 800 new
pad parking spaces, mostly i the
Uptown [/ Lower Queen Anne and
the Chinatown,/ Internanonal District.
SDOYT contracted with bilingual vouth
leaders to inform the community of
the new devices and how to use them.
Parking staff completed work mn all the
high-priority neighborhoods origmally
idennfied i the 2003 pay-stanon work
plan. By the end of the year, a total of
1,500 pay stations were installed in Se-
artle, increasing parking urnover and
providing the convenience of payving for parking by credit card.

New Street Use Permit System comes online—
SDOT7s Street Use office rolled out a new permiring sysiem usimng
Hansen computer software. In August, Street Use began to offer some
|‘|¢.:1‘r11'il:: online, alle lwing a ['rl:rmil :!|‘||‘||i|:-<1|'|l 1o make :!|‘I|‘I|i£';|lll::ul'|, pavmen

and obtan a permit without having to travel to the Seattle Munscipal

Tower.

South Lake Union Neighborhood Parking Study—
SDOTs Policy and Plan-
mng staff complered the
South Lake Union MNeigh
borhood Parking Study
and outreach process, and
in 2007 waill inseall almost
2,600 new paid parking
spaces, mcluding a residen-
tial parking zone, in the

neighborhood, The goal 15
to provide more short-
term parking for customers and visitors while also providing long-term
packing for residents i this rapadly developing area.

Complete Streets—Mayor Nickels and the Seartle City Council

endorsed the principles of Complete Streets in August in the form of
an attachment to the resolution regarding the Bradging the Gap trans-
portanon mitative. In the document the ciry announced the intention
to design, operate and maintam Seattle’s arterial streets to provide safe

and convenent access for all
users, to be balanced among
pedestrians, bicychsts, transit
riclers, and disabled users,

as well as cars and trucks.
Facilities for the use of all of
these users will be provided,
o the maximum extent
practical, when constructing,
reconstructing, or perform-
g major mantenance on the ciry's arterial streets. Specific procedures
will be developed m 2007,

Improving street surfaces—SDOT paved a total of 17 lane-
miles of streets in 2006, The Capatal Projects unit oversaw the comple
ton of 4 major, two-vear improvement project on three magor arterial
srreers m Northeast Seattle: 35th Avenue NE, NE 65th Steeer, and NE
T0th Street, which included lighting, sidewalk, curb ramps, bus stop,
dramnage, and landscaping improvements. They also completed a street
mprovement project on South Jackson Street in the Central Area,

Race and SﬂCiﬂlJuStiCt—Hl)E 11" Race and Soceal Justice
Change Team advised that more education was needed to make further
progress on the goal of eliminatng insnmutonal racism, n response

to the Mavor Mickels” Race and Socl Justice lntiative, Many SDOT
emplovees recerved traning m 2006, the second year of a three-vear
program that explored myths of the differences among races and the
culture of white privilege. By 2007 all SDOT employees will have com-
pleted the maining,




Seattle Department of Transportation
700 5th Avenue, Suite 3900

PO Box 34996

Seattle, WA 98124-4996

http:/ /wwwseattle.gov/ transportation

Pl

. Ll
W .

Printed on recycled pa '
4 IR 1

i LB




