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Introduction: Neighborhood Design Guidelines 

Design guidelines are the primary tool used by Design Review Boards. The U District neighborhood design guidelines apply 

to development that is subject to design review in the designated University Design Review area. 

Guidelines define the qualities of architecture, urban design, and public space that make for successful projects and 

communities. There are two types of guidelines used in the Design Review Program: 

¶ Seattle Design Guidelinesτapplying to all areas of the city except for downtown; and 

¶ Neighborhood design guidelinesτapplying to a specific geographically-defined area, usually within a 

neighborhood urban village or center. 

Once City Council adopts a set of neighborhood guidelines, they are used in tandem with citywide guidelines for the 

review of projects required to go through Design Review. Both sets of guidelinesτcitywide and neighborhoodτare 

consulted by the Boards. Neighborhood guidelines are very helpful to all involved in the design review process for the 

guidance they offer that is specific to the features and character of a specific neighborhood. 

As a general rule, quantitative items such as the depth of a setback or the amount of required transparency, are zoning 

code issues; qualitative items, such as stating the desired relationship between an entry and the street, or how a building 

design concept breaks the massing into a base, middle, and top, are appropriate for design guidelines. 

¢ƘŜ ¦ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ 

and property owners. The guidelines help to reinforce existing character and protect the qualities that the neighborhood 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ 

can increase overall awareness of design priorities and encourage involvement in the design review process. 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Dƻŀƭǎ ϧ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

Our focus today is on how private development interacts and influences the public realm throughout the U District. 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

neighborhood evolves will help guide OPCD staff in drafting preliminary Design Guidelines, which will then be shared for 

further comment and review by the community.  

We will be breaking the conversation into the following topics: 

1. Alleys & Mid-block Pedestrian Corridors 

2. Building Design to Support Transportation & Mobility 

3. Streetscape Design: Residential, Commercial, Green Streets, and Festival Streets 

4. Open Space & Amenity Areas  

The following packet contains preliminary analysis conducted by staff that includes the existing U District Guidelines, 

topics and recommendations included in the University District Urban Design Framework, community input, and staff 

recommendations or considerations for discussion.  

 

As we work through the topics, please keep the following questions in mind to help guide the 

conversation: 

- What are the priority issues to address with the University District Design Guidelines? 

- What is unique in the U District that adds detail to how a design guideline is applied? 

- What is the end goal, or design outcome that the community would like to see? 
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1. MID-BLOCK CROSSINGS & ALLEYS  
 

 

CODE REQUIREMENTS: MID-BLOCK CROSSINGS 

Mid-Block Crossings are required for development on lots >30,000 

square feet that abut two north/south avenues in the areas shaded 

below. The corridor ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нрΩ ǿƛŘŜ ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ. 

Mid-block corridors can also be provided in exchange for additional 

developable area under incentive zoning.  

 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS: MID-BLOCK CROSSINGS 

¶ What elements would make a mid-block corridor welcoming and pedestrian-friendly?  

¶ Is it more appropriate to locate a mid-block crossing in the middle of a development, or 

the edges? 

¶ How can mid-block corridors effectively break up massing of large developments? 

¶ What activating uses are appropriate for residential uses? Commercial uses? 

¶ What pedestrian amenities and landscaping should be included? 

¶ How should entries to mid-block crossings be designed? 

 Area requiring mid-block connections 

for sites over 30,000 square feet 
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CODE REQUIREMENTS: ALLEYS 

There are no requirements for alley activation. However, the UDF and 

Alley Activation Plan identify alleys that the community feels would 

benefit from activation, and that can contribute to a fine-grained 

network of shops and open spaces.  

 

DESIGN  CONSIDERATIONS: ACTIVE ALLEYS 

¶ How to accommodate both service uses and pedestrian-oriented 

uses, especially back of house uses and garbage? 

¶ What pedestrian amenities are appropriate?  

¶ Façade design considerations? Should design be unique, or 

consistent with rest of design? 

¶ Wayfinding? Signage? 

¶ Design of entries to buildings? 

¶ Lighting? Art? 

¶ Surface treatment? 

¶ Uses on upper stories? Balconies, or setbacks? 

¶ Design for safety and comfort? 

¶ Allow flexibility for future uses that may not be viable now? 

 

 

Image: Alleys identified by community as priority for 

activating and making pedestrian-friendly  
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2. Building Design for Transportation & Mobility 
The U District has a multi-modal transportation system, including pedestrians, cars, buses, bicycles, and light rail. Building design and siting should respond to and contribute to transportation systems by ensuring that all modes have safe access.  

 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Á How can development on private property respond to and contribute to active transportation? 

Á Bike parking locations and entries 

Á How can building siting respond to bus stops and improve walkability? 

Á Should entries be set back where there is heavy pedestrian volume from transit? 

Á Where should short-term bicycle parking be located? 

 

  

The residential entry has been moved back to provide 

ample waiting room at the bus stop without impeding 

pedestrian flow on the sidewalk. 

An oversized canopy provides weather protection for a 

high-use bus stop Downtown. 


