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Project Background * Existing skatepark

(completed in 2009) will be
removed to accommodate
Seattle Center Arena
renovation

* City staff, together with
skateboarding community,
conducted a feasibility study
to find a nearby location for
replacement

* 10,000 sf of skatable area
will be replaced in Broad
Street right-of-way

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center
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Stakeholders

2009-2018

Skate Like a Girl has been a resident organization, tenant and
partner of Seattle Center since the previous SeaSk8 skate-
park opened in 2009. Skate Like A Girl’s positive presence
and programming has helped to make SeaSk8 a welcoming,
inclusive and safe environment for skaters of all ages,
identities and abilities.

2017-2018

SLAG and SCAC leadership joined City staff from City Coun-
cil, Seattle Center, OWCP, Parks and SDOT to plan for a
replacement skate facility, including engaging Grindline
Skateparks to perform a feasibility study of three potential
sites for the skatepark. Based on the results of the feasibility
study, stakeholders and City together agreed to focus on the
Broad Street site as the preferred location.

October 2018

SLAG hosted a farewell/closing party for the SeaSk8
skatepark on the final weekend it was open for
skateboarding.

September-November 2018

SLAG and SCAC worked with the City to issue an RFP for a
design team for the new skate plaza, and served as members
of the design team selection committee.

January 2019-Present

SLAG and SCAC engage in regular meetings with Seattle
Center project management and the VDZ+A team to provide
in-process feedback on design and as full partners in public
outreach.

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Team

\VVDZ+A and New Line

COMMUNITY

SKATE FEATURE DESIGN AND

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Collaborating since 2000, we have completed over
300 high profi le municipal skatepark projects
throughout Canada, the United States, Europe,
and South America — establishing ourselves as
one of the world’s preeminent urban skate plaza
designbuild teams.

e Framework

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

MARK DAVID JERKE  KYLE DION Collaborator with VDZ + A and New Line on the
VAN DER ZALM CONST.ADMIN.  SKATE PARK previous skatepark and architect for several
PROJECT DIRECTOR PESIGNER projects at Seattle Center

» Mayfly Engineering
CIVIL ENGINEERING
Emphasis on green stormwater solutions

CITY OF
SEATTLE
CLIENT

VDZ+A

‘ .\,'. } ,
NEWLINE &‘% \i 2
LESLEY BAIN KANTEN RUSSELL JIM BARNUM
ARCHITECT SKATE PARK SKATE PARK

DESIGNER DESIGNER @ FaSt + Epp

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
Creative designers based in Vancouver and

3 i Seattle

o R » Darklight Design
JILL CODY IAN BOYLE ROBIN THALER KEVIN WARTELLE
LIGHTING STRUCTURAL CIVIL ENGINEER ELECTRICAL LIGHTING DESIGN
DESIGN ENGINEER ENGINEER

Specializing in public space
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Team Experience

* Designing plaza style
skate facilities

* Incorporating art +
landscape
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Team EXxperience

* Desl nin]g skate
facilities tor youth

» Collaborating with
community

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Reusing the Skatepark Art

* Art glass with
Imaqges from
skateboards

* Bronze skater
silhoutees from
previous skatepark
at current Gates
Foundation site

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Reusing the Skatepark Art

* Moving from edges
(fence) to center of
space

* Technicalities of
glass reuse

* Support system

» Seattle Center is
working with Office
of Arts & Culture to
apply 1% for Arts
funding to design the
re-contextualized
artwork.

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center




Program

CITY OF SEA'ITLE
cmvwioe OKATEPARK PLAN |

 Taking cues from
Citywide Skatepark
Plan (2007), we are
working with today’s
skateboarding
community to help
address the remaining
gaps in Seattle’s
citywide network of
skateparks

| OEastiake & Allison
-

LiMiller Playfield

dwards Park

Garfield - Medgar E
o

ClPratt Park

ClJudking Park
fJudge C
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Program

Gaps include:

e Facilities In the center
of the city

» Skate facilities
designed for youth

* \Weather protection

Opportunity:

* Focus on inclusive
design

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center
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Public Input

Age of Participants

Age 18-34 Under 18 Age 35-59

63% 23% 14%

The majority of participants (63% - 121 people) were
between the ages of 18 — 34.

Gender
0 Q‘ o o
871% 16% 9% 4%
) N 4
He / Him She / Her They / Them Other

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

* Public Open House #1
held on January 19,
2019, including site
VISIts

* Survey was available
to take at the Open
House or on-line
with 257 participants




Public Input

90% 18% 14% 9%

231 Participants 35 Participants 46 Participants 22 Participants I'l ‘
) ﬁﬁ: T (G 'i‘

> 0 === 4 ‘ﬁ. p.ix '

Skateboarder Local Resident Other park User Parent/

28105

® Participants were asked what their experience level with skateboarding is. Seattle is a
skilled city when it comes to skateboarding. 41% (104 people) stated they are infermediate
level skaters, meaning they are working on flip tricks, grinds, and other technical tricks.

41% 25‘:3 % 2697% 92‘2%

104
Parficipants Participants Participants Parficipants

Guardian ‘.I“'
g Abiy e » | X2

Intermediate Advanced Skate for fun Beginner

Ethnicity

Caucasian Multi-ethinic H_Asion_+ A;mde_ricc/m
Ispanic + ndian
. . Latino Alaskan
. . Native,
African
. . . . American
o0 o0 o0
00000000 000CFOCFOCIOSGIOGOGOOGEONGNOGOGNOGS
63% 12% /% 4%
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Public Input

Transportation ¢ PeOple use all modes
, - Walking of travel to get to the
out of 10 . .
participants choose Cycling HO B Skate plaza; d majonty
SEEEE i come by means other
mobility to get fo ating T — 7 .
the skatepark  rransit than dr|V|ng
e ! T —  Afternoon and early
evening are the most
miom popular times to skate

Noon- 4pm
8pm-12am

@@

84%

Times of Day + Frequency

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Public Input

* The majority of

& respondents feel safe
‘g Q “pll the “’Being surround- »Skateboard
= ed by people afe boarhers

g ckareboarders Y engaging inthe W T8, T

5 £ Peramhal Al BT  For the respondents

o O feel safe” SaIS :

&8 s - that feel unsafe:
lighting, increased
diversity and

. acceptance of diverse

S .

3 users were desired

g (2 “Unwelcomed “Toxic “Been mugged

o < g: ere’r:;'; . masculinity, at skatepark,
(- g skaters / limited homo/ lights and

’-;-:’ S minorities - agro transphobia” camer af,

o O dudes” needed

W O
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Public Input

Specific Skate Features

Miniramp Flat Bars
and
Benches

Landscape Design Features
Top 3

Night Lighting Restrooms Water
Fountains

Programming Interest
Top 3

Skate
Competitions

Skate Camps Ladies" Night

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

e Skaters are most
interested in plaza-style
elements

« Amenities such as
lighting, drinking
fountain and restrooms
are priorities

* Desired programs
include competitions,
camps and ladies’ night




Public Input

Specific Skate Features
By Skill

i e B = Miniramp \ Ledges Ledges Quarter
NI = ' o e and b e and — pipe
S 65% i¥ Benches '® Benches = 53%
' 47% - 69%
#1 Rated N #1 Rated #1 Rated #1 Rated
by Skill by Skill by Skill by Skill
Beginner Intermediate Advanced Skate for fun
[20 Participantsl] [78 Participants] [36 Participants] [45 Participants]
Specific Skate Features
By Age
= . Miniramp Ledges Ledges Miniramp
\&iﬁumt&ﬁi;um_.’-f 7 o v and i and o
G 43% i3 Benches @% Benches 45%
| i 43% i 52% |
#1 Rated ‘ #2 Rated #1Rated #2 Rated
by Age by Age by Age by Age

Under 18 [40 Participants]

18 and Over [140 Participants]

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

» Skaters of various skill
levels and ages are
iInterested in ledges
and benches, mini-
ramps and quarter

pipes




Overarching Goals

* Provide a high-quality, inclusive
skating facility that best meets the
needs of skate community

* In the spirit of the Uptown UDF goals
for the Uptown Triangle, activate
Thomas Street and Lake 2 Bay
corridors, and improve open spaces In
an area of growing height and density

 Embody the Seattle Center Master
Plan aspiration to enrich and connect
to adjacent neighborhoods through
welcoming design, programming and
operations

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center




Guiding Principles

+ Base the design on input from the skate community and the City-  « Provide a high-quality,

wide Skatepark Plan inclusive skating
- Design the skate plaza for multiple simultanous users, classes/ faCi”ty that best meets
kids, general users. the needs of skate
community

Integrate spaces where classes can be held

Design the pick-up/drop-off on Taylor to be convenient, functional,
and integrated for Skate Like a Girl and other programs

» Take advantage of the slope and views to Lake Union and uphill to
the Space Needle

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Guiding Principles

« Create safe and attractive pedestrian routes through the e In the spirit of the Up_

skate plaza town UDF goals for the
« Express the movement of water and infiltration in new landscape UptOWﬂ Trlangle,

activate Thomas Street

 Make art an integral part of the skate plaza design
e ’ ? and Lake 2 Ba
 Use lighting to highlight features of the plaza and make a more corrldors, and mprove
comfortable pedestrian environment along adjacent streets and open spaces in an area

through the plaza - :
e r of growing height and
* Think 3-dimensionally about how the plaza is perceived, including density
how a future covered area would fit into views to Lake Union and ~
future development

¥
L]

 Create defining, attractive edges for the skate plaza that will work in ;:E“‘ " > '
the near and longer term :

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Guiding Principles

* Fit the design of the plaza into the larger context, including Lake o EnriCh and connect to
2 Bay and an extended edge/entry to Seattle Center adjacent neighborhoods

 Design 5th and Thomas as a prominent entry point and viewing th rough Welcoming
spot for the general public as they queue to enter Seattle Center design prog ramming
» Consider views of the park from the monorail, the Space Needle and operatlons

and future adjacent development

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site: Larger Context
= RN T oy i haod ¥ g *Site Is located in a
Sz o 0 6 A prominent area with

good access

- . Site draws from center

ik EWEE city neighborhoods
B - Site is part of the Lake
to Bay connection

* The Olympic Sculpture
Park and the Broad
Street Green offer a
linkage of world-class
sculptures that the
skate plaza could
continue

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site: Larger Context

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site: Seattle Cente

| 1] N |

Century 21 Master Plan:

| * Break down the edges
|~ of Seattle Center

Ty within and through the
Center

“Enrich and connect to the fabric of
adjacent neighborhoods through
welcoming design, programming and

— operations”
I L —Century 21 Master Plan

i “Provide the programs and
B destinations to attract a larger and
increasingly diverse number of

=10 visitors”
] —Century 21 Master Plan

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site: Nelghborhood Context

Uptown planning:

* Attract a diversity of
ages

* Activate the public
realm to help make
them friendly and
welcoming

 Enhance connections
to the Seattle Center

* Make more permeable
edge of Seattle Center

Relevant concepts: public input in
the Uptown Rezone

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site: Urban Design' Framework
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Class Il
Pedstrian Streets
Thomas 5t
Concept
Plan
Broad 5t
Green .‘ IIII .II
AN SIS
j’é /‘f\\\::,.&/\ N
T % % % \
Thomas Street is an important green ped bike link Potential m

assing for neighboring building

Thomas Street will provide a strong
pedestrian connection from Eastlake
Ave East to Myrtle Edwards Park. The
Thomas street connection is also part
of the Lake 2 Bay trail that provides

./ a connection from Lake Union to the
- Waterfront. This area’s proximity to

South Lake Union, particularly when the
Street grid is reconnected, and
downtown may make it attractive for
commercial development.

This recommendation is to increase
height limits in this area from 85 feet
to a choice of 125 feet or 160 feet. For
those buildings that use the 160-foot
height limit, floor plates would be lim-
ited after first 3 to 4 floors to 12,500
square feet and only one structure may
be built to this height on a block. The
125 feet height limit would allow larger
floor plates and be more attractive to
commercial development.
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T * Entry to Seattle Center
Site: Closer Context s key

* The property on the
north side of Thomas is
City Light or WSDOT.
The skate plaza will
provide needed
activation along an
important green street

B s ven, | sl

L o

- Harrison Street
== p

Vvi. -

* Thomas and Harrison
will be pedestrian routes
to transit; lighting will
help transit patrons feel
more comfortable

* The adjacent property
with Ride The Duck is
very likely to redevelop

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

* Entry at Thomas will be
very visible from street
level and above, and
busy with pedestrians

* Pedestrian routes
through the site needed

 Good solar access from
south and east long-term

* Truck access to SCL
required; access through
site may be needed at
least near term

* Drop off/Pick up works
well on Taylor

» Take advantage of views




Site

Skate plaza entry at
5th & Thomas

*Do we add an |
entry element” or let
the icons reign?

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site

Looking toward the
Space Needle

* How do we make this
view a S|g)nature of
the plaza™

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Site

Near the Taylor
Avenue entry, looking
uphill

* Desi nir_wghon a slope:
Wha _mlg t terracing
look like™:

| 5,/ E * Treatment for SCL
S o8 \\/2|l? Edge along the
R \Wwest is temporary but
ragged

. DroF off location on
Taylor is a good spot
for gathering/classes

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center




Site

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

CERRT T St o O

View to MoPop
(at least for near term

* Could we take cues
from the lapped
colored glass?




Site

» Seattle City Light has
truck access
requirements

-

* Can we plant alon
the fence/art”?

e Access treatment:
near-term vs long-
term

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center




Design Context

o

ion Streetscape

Street Green

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Design Themes: Northwest Garden

Visible sustainability / water

VDZ+A

Material changes Integrated landscape

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Civil Engineering + Green Stormwater

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

We are excited to find innovative ways to combine stormwater treatment with
skate-able elements and site furnishing to create fun, cost efficient and

multimodal solutions.

Local Stormwater Code Requirements:
» Local stormwater code requires Onsite Stormwater Management (OSM)
that mimics natural systems and Flow Control to minimize combined

sewer overflows into the Puget Sound.

Onsite Stormwater Management (OSM): mimic natural systems

 Bioretention is the one way to provide OSM. Initial Calculations indicate
a total bioretention facility bottom area of 1,225 square feet that can be
broken up into multiple features.

» Permeable pavement, landscape areas and trees also provide OSM. The

more we provide, the smaller the bioretention area.

Flow Control- minimize combined sewer overflows into the Puget Sound
« |nitial flow modeling indicates we can get double duty from the bioretention

features and use them to meet flow control requirements as well as OSM.




On-going Discussions

SDOT SCL
* Access path status < Verifying Seattle City
and requirements Light truck access

requirements
* Near-term vs long- |
term conditions * Requirements for art
along the SCL fence
» Safety and comfort

for non-skaters » Buffer along SCL
integrated into property
design

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Lighting

Skateboard Lighting

 Functional lighting
for skating best on
poles (+/- 30°) with
well-shielded
adjustable fixtures.

* Lights could be
Interesting
architectural features

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



Lighting

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center

Pedestrian Lighting
* Many options
* Create a rhythmic

progression and a
clearly defined pathway




Lighting

Experience Lighting

* Human-scaled elements
that create interest and
texture can be
highlighted

 Could be integrated into
round plane, stairs,
urnishings and edges

 Create comfortable and
inviting spaces after dark
that encourage -
pedestrians and positive
uses

New Skate Plaza at Seattle Center



s A WTO o T H LANDSCAPE DESIGN DIRECTIONS

SPATIAL DIAGRAM LEGEND

---------- , P r— - -
5 CP:%T\EEQE/EL | | SPECTATOR | | PLANTED SKATE ’l\SURFACE
' | | ]

AREA L AREA L AREA AREA : FLOW

meeessssssss CIRCULATION 7

HLHON INNIAV HOTAVL

H1HON 3INN3IAV H1G

SEATING NODES ALONG PATH

—— VDZ+A
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s A WTO o T H SKATEPLAZA DESIGN DIRECTIONS

Skate Terrain Options

Skate Terrain Images

| -

5th Avenue North
Taylor Avenue North

Thomas Street !
AN
N
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D ’ C H o To MY LANDSCAPE DESIGN DIRECTIONS

SPATIAL DIAGRAM LEGEND PRECEDENT IMAGES
""""" : POTENTIAL [~ B
. COVERED | | /SA\ITQEE(IZA\TATOR | | PLANTED
I [

| : AREA

meeeeessssss CIRCULATION

T T _| - i:
w - # ] I
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> =
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M
] =z
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> S
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C
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T S

& * SEATING NODES / PLATFORMS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT

—— VDZ+A [framework
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D ’ C H o To MY SKATEPLAZA DESIGN DIRECTIONS

Skate Terrain Options . Skate Terrain Images

5th Avenue North
Taylor Avenue North

Thomas Street
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H ’ L LTO P LANDSCAPE DESIGN DIRECTIONS

SPATIAL DIAGRAM LEGEND PRECEDENT IMAGES
""""" . POTENTIAL [ !

| COVERED | : iPREEiTATOR

: AREA | |

meeeesssssss CIRCULATION

I' _.-:I 11|

L1

6 A S
| 3 i :

—

ANGULAR BENCHES
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H ’ L LTO P SKATEPLAZA DESIGN DIRECTIONS

Skate Terrain Options

5th Avenue North

Thomas Street
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