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Public Trust Review 07/02/2020 
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Actions 

• Approved CIP concept design 

• Approved the public trust analysis phase
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Recommendations:

• Document community engagement, including demographics

o Full community engagement report submitted in vacation petition, 
including demographics of survey respondents

• Show how community issues have been addressed

o Flume project includes both off-leash area and trail

o Trees and domestic water added to the site
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Recommendations, con’t:

• Further explanation of public benefit project’s funding commitment by 
participating departments, including the any necessary phasing of 
funding and construction

o Essential components of useable and safe project now have 100% 
committed funds – more detail further in presentation

• Consider additional screening on eastern edge of project site

o Response further in the presentation



|  6|  6

Vacation Site Update
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Recap of scope of project @ Diagonal Ave vacation site

• Project is modest, approx. $1.5 M
• No significant change in use
• No through traffic possible on portion to be vacated
• No permanent structures on vacated portion
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Project Description, cont.
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Project Description, cont. – temporary tension structure examples
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Public Benefit 
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Overview

• Public benefit is off-site in Georgetown, rather than at vacation site, 
increasing value to the community

• Goal is to create off-leash area (OLA) and a segment of a 
bicycle/pedestrian trail in underserved area
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Components

• OLA

o 19,000 + sq ft with pedestrian access

o domestic water to site

• Trail

o paved pedestrian and bicycle trail

o street improvements

• Components benefitting both OLA and trail 

o Dedication of 46,338 sq ft of property

o Site prep, stormwater treatment and lighting
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Investment of resources

• OLA (including domestic water &share of stormwater facility) = $585k

• Trail (including street improvements, share of stormwater facility, 
lighting, and trees) = $1, 683k

• Site prep = $480k

Total development cost = $2,748k

• Property (in-kind) = $1,854k

Grand total = $4,602k
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Departmental Roles and Funding Status

• Seattle City Light will provide: 

o the cost of grading and preparing the surface (up to $480,000)

o contribution to SPR for $185,000 of costs for OLA development 

o contribution to SDOT for $1,283,000 of costs for trail development

o total of SCL’s development cost = $1,948,000. (This is $1,468,000 

more than was committed at the July Design commission meeting)

o the property (assessed at $1,854,000)

o total value of all SCL contributions = $3,802,000 – all from identified 

sources
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Departmental Roles and Funding Status, cont.

• Seattle Parks and Recreation will provide:

o Off-Leash Area design

o pavement removal and fencing

o pedestrian circulation and water supply to the site

o signage and waste receptacles

o tree maintenance

o onsite storm water management (shared with SDOT) 

o total investment in this part of the project = $585,000, with $400,000 

from identified SPR sources and $185,000 committed by SCL
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Departmental Roles and Funding Status, cont.

• SDOT will provide: 

o curbs and sidewalks on S. Myrtle St and East Marginal Way S

o design, paving and marking for trail

o electric power to the site and pedestrian lighting

o 20 trees for the Off-Leash Area

o onsite storm water management (shared with Parks)

o total investment in this part of the project = $1,683,000, with 

$400,000 from identified SDOT sources and $1,283,000 committed 

by SCL
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Departmental Roles and Funding Status, cont.

• The entire project is fully funded without requiring additional Council 
appropriation or external grants.

• Additional future funds could support enhancements to the project.
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Georgetown Flume Site Design
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Community Goals to be Met by Design

• Georgetown Open Space Vision Framework

• Duwamish Valley Action Plan

• Georgetown Mobility Study

19
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Community Outreach To Date

• City Light community engagement in summer of 2019

• Public Meeting 6/22/2020 & survey 
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Existing Site Looking South to E Marginal Way S
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Existing Site Looking North to S Myrtle St
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Existing Site Looking South to E Marginal Way S
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Site Plan
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Section A: Small and Shy Area
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Section B: Off-Leash Area
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Section C: Drainage Facility
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Low Retaining Wall
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Airlock Gates to OLA
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Potential Site Furniture 
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Swale
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Potential Plant Palette
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Dawn Redwood River BirchSwamp White Oak Trident MapleBosnia Pine

• Drought Tolerant & adaptable to harsh conditions
• Mix of deciduous & evergreen
• Provide shade
• Minimize maintenance (no fruit, pinecones, etc.)
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Georgetown to South Park Trail and 
the Flume 

• New shared use 
path connecting the 
Georgetown and 
South Park 
communities.

• Communities share 
Library and 
community center
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Georgetown to South 
Park Trail context
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• Green shows existing 
Bike facilities.

• Creates a new 
pedestrian and bike 
connection where 
none currently exist.
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Georgetown To South Park Trail – Flume Section

• Community initiated project.

• 6 Letters of Support from Duwamish Valley 
Community Organizations. 

• Designed for those walking, biking, and rolling.

• Design reduces user conflict.  

• With the west Seattle bridge closed, community is 
concerned about experiencing grid lock traffic and 
the air pollution impacts of 100,000 more vehicles 
per day. 
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How proposal satisfies Street Vacation Guidelines for public benefit

• Support by the community via the community engagement 

process (Sec IV.A & IV.B)

o Strong community support for OLA and trail at flume site predates this 
proposal, was confirmed in our Community Engagement Process, and 
continues to this day

• Improving race and social equity (Sec IV.A & IV.B)

o Proposal creates amenity for traditionally underserved communities, is a 
part of the Duwamish Valley Action Plan, and addresses more recent 
impacts to these communities from the West Seattle Bridge closure
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How proposal satisfies Street Vacation Guidelines…con’t

• Pedestrian and bicycle improvements (Sec IV.B.1)

o Public benefit proposal includes pedestrian/bicycle trail

• Open spaces/green spaces (Sec IV.B.1)

o Entire proposal is open space , including a good portion of green space
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How proposal satisfies Street Vacation Guidelines…con’t

• Public nature of the project requiring the vacation (Sec IV.A)

o SCL will be using the Diagonal vacation site for public utility purposes
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How proposal satisfies Street Vacation Guidelines…con’t

• The level of the public benefit should be commensurate with the 

scale of the vacation project, in terms of: traffic volumes of 

vacated portion, size of project, size of vacated area (Sec IV.A)

o Vacated portion has zero through-traffic

o Contribution to the public benefit of $3,802,000 in property and cash is more 

than double the $1.5M size of the CIP project at the Diagonal site 

o Public benefit site is more than three times the size of the vacated portion and 

greater than the entire CIP project site.
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How proposal satisfies Street Vacation Guidelines…con’t

• City may accept real property as a public benefit (Sec IV.B.3)

o Considerable property is being provided as a public benefit

o Public benefit proposal goes beyond property, including $1,948,000 in 
financial commitment

o Complete community amenity is created by committed partnership with 
sister City departments


