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connection to promenade
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railroad way
site plan



railroad way
site plan

stadium plaza the passage the gateway
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railroad way
site plan: vehicle and 
pedestrian paving
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railroad way
site plan: 
curbs
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stadium plaza the passage the gateway
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site plan: 
pedestrian circulation
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railroad way
paving plan
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railroad way
the carpet
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railroad way
paving: the gateway & passage
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railroad way
paving: stadium plaza
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railroad way
paving enlargement
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Promenade Framework
the sitelines



PROMENADE FRAMEWORK
plaN DETaIl: SEaWall lINES
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Promenade Framework
plan detail: seawall lines



PROMENADE FRAMEWORK
plaN DETaIl: pIEr lINES
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Promenade Framework
plan detail: pier lines
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Promenade Framework
plan detail: slip lines



PAVING MATERIALS
CaST-IN-plaCE CoNCrETE: lINEar SurFaCE TrEaTMENTS

GrooVING SCarIFICaTIoN BrooM-FINISH
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Paving materialS
cast-in-place concrete: linear surface treatments



PROMENADE FRAMEWORK
DETaIl: 3/4" GrooVED Floor TEXTurE aloNG SEaWall aNGlE
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Paving materialS
detail: 3/4” grooved floor texture along seawall edge
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PAVING MATERIALS
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Paving materialS
cast-in-place concrete: exposed aggregate in seattle



SEEDED FINISHSTaNDarD EXpoSED FINISH

PAVING MATERIALS
CaST-IN-plaCE CoNCrETE: EXpoSED aGGrEGaTE applICaTIoN
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Paving materialS
cast-in-place concrete: exposed aggregate application
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railroad way
paving: the gateway & passage
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railroad way
paving: stadium plaza
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railroad way
paving enlargement
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railroad way
planting plan
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railroad way
formal tree planting
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railroad way
allee tree species: acer rubrum ‘columnare’
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railroad way
informal planting
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railroad way
informal planting: individual trees
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railroad way
informal planting: individual trees

arbutus marina cornus x venus pinus contorta
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railroad way
informal planting: understory
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dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

1inspiration
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railroad way
lighting: inspiration



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

2lighting design goals

provide a functional lighting composition that...

... creates a safe and appealing environment for both                               
    pedestrians and vehicular traffic.

... uses a luminaire palette that differentiates Railroad Way           
    from the existing street lighting language.

... produces transition and activation zones for gatherings  
    and events at Stadium Plaza and intersection nodes.

... guides pedestrians to discover an alternate path of      
    connection between the Stadium District, Pioneer Square       
    and the Central Waterfront.

... addresses sustainability goals.
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railroad way
lighting



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

3

pedestrian circulationvehicle accessplaza drive aisle

project requirements

Design Criteria
Target Illumination Levels, Average Footcandles 

(from IES Handbook, 10th Edition and IES Security Lighting 
Guideline)

Outdoor Plaza: 0.8

Outdoor Pedestrian Mall: 1.0

Vehicle/Pedestrian Conflict Zone: 1.0

Vehicle Transit Area: 0.5
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railroad way
lighting: program requirements



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

4current lighting concept - west of first avenue 

section through tunnel operations building1

section through 505 vehicle circulation2

1

2

lighting challenges 
• multiple pedestrian zones separated by trees
• area of high vehicle-pedestrian conflict at 505 first avenue 

vehicle entries

63

railroad way
lighting: concept - west of 1st



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

5lighting fixtures - west of first avenue

pedestrian pole

pole head detail

drive aisle - city standardcatenary fixture
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railroad way
lighting: fixtures - west of 1st



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

6lighting concept - east of first avenue 

3

3 section through south plaza

lighting challenges 
• multiple pedestrian zones separated by trees
• adequately lighting Stadium Plaza while maintaining open 

space for future kiosk
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railroad way
lighting: concept - east of 1st



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

7lighting fixtures - east of first avenue

stadium plaza pole stadium plaza head detailpedestrian head detail

LBM

Optics

Accessories

Available Colors and Color Temperatures Finish

LSLH - Linear Spread Lens
 Horizontal distribution

(factory installed)

beam projection

LSLV - Linear Spread Lens
Vertical distribution
(factory installed)

SI -
Silver SandText

BK -
Black SandText

WH -
White

CC -
Custom

WG - Wire Guard LSLA - Linear Spread
 Lens Adjustable

SN - Snoot
(interior surface
 painted black)

VS - Visor
(interior surface
 painted black)

VN - Very Narrow 6°

6°

NS - Narrow Spot 10°

10°

FL - Flood 40°

40°

Tenon Mounting Accessory

41
8"

TN4 - Tenon adapter to fit on 4” O.D. tenon

5 7
8

"

21
2"

4"
[102mm]

[149mm]

5 7
8

"

[149mm]
4"

[102mm]

[105mm]

[64mm]

TN2 - Tenon adapter to fit on 2 3/8” O.D. tenon

2700K 3000K 4000K Red Green Blue

NF - Narrow Flood 20°

20°

*The snoot, visor, wire guard and adjustable linear spread lens accessories cannot be combined on the same fixture.

WHiTE & STaTiC COlORS

lumenbeam™
 mEDiUm

23

pedestrian pole
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railroad way
lighting: fixtures - east of 1st



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

8ground level interest - wayfinding
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railroad way
lighting: pedestrian wayfinding



dark | light
WATERFRONT SEATTLE | 8.0 RAILROAD WAY
Lighting Concepts
3 October 2013
© 2013 dark | light design

9ground level interest - tree uplight
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railroad way
lighting: tree uplights



RAILROAD WAY
AREA-SPECIFIC PROGRAM

Railroad Way forms a critical link of the waterfront to the Stadium District. While ample 

pedestrian traffic will activate Railroad Way on event days due to the existing stadiums and 

future arena, the program must also accommodate (and mitigate) the vast majority of time 

when the space is not charged with event goers. Railroad Way programming also has the 

challenge of accommodating and shaping the major transition underway in the neighborhood. 

Railroad Way will be a significant open space in the middle of an emerging neighborhood. 

ADJACENT BUILDING USES

The uses of the buildings surrounding Railroad Way will heavily influence the way Railroad 

Way itself will be used.   Some areas will be activated by the retail uses in the buildings 

while others will be facing parking and loading zones which will need to be separated from 

pedestrian traffic. The presence of Century Link Field at the southeast end of Railroad Way 

anchors the terminus of the walkway with a very important destination that generates great 

seasonal as well as diurnal changes in the use of the open spaces. 

Triangle PubFirst Avenue Office/Commercial/Light Industrial

Parking & LoadingProposed S. Tunnel Operations Building

Proposed Stadium Terrace Commercial / Residential Sports/Events

ADJACENT BUILDINGS

18 69

railroad way
area specific program



Office / Commercial / 
Light Industrial

LEGEND

RAILROAD WAY PROGRAM AREAS

1
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Core Project Area

The Gateway

The Passage

Stadium Plaza

Partner Projects

Pioneer Square Historic District

•	 Stadium District

•	 Port Of Seattle

•	 WOSCA

•	 WSDOT South Access

•	 Pioneer Square Initiatives

•	 Occidental Aveenue South

•	 Stadiums

•	 1st Thursday Art Walk + Market

•	 Trails To Treasure

ExISTING PROGRAM

PARTNER PROJECTS

MEETINGS hELD

Stakeholders

•	 Pioneer Square community representatives 

•	 Alliance for Pioneer Square

•	 WSDOT

•	 Stadiums

Local Resources

•	 Seattle Parks and Recreation
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RAILROAD WAY: “OLD MEETS NEW”
AREA-SPECIFIC PROGRAM

Railroad Way is designed to facilitate and encourage a strong pedestrian connection between 

the waterfront promenade, Pioneer Square and the Stadiums. While existing vehicular access 

(restricted to service, loading, and acess to parking garages) will need to be maintained along 

Railroad Way, the design provides dedicated pedestrian areas, and demarcates vehicular 

zones with curbs.

ThE GATEWAY

The Gateway is a transition point between the southern end of the Tideline Promenade and 

the Stadium District. It is envisioned as a beacon with high visibility along Alaskan Way, 

edged with retail/commercial facades that activate the space. Program opportunities for the 

Gateway include a bike share station, meeting place, and public art.

ThE PASSAGE

Lacking a typical activating edge due to the utilitarian nature of the adjacent buildings, 

service access points and parking, the passage is intended to provide a comfortable 

connection from the gateway to 1st Avenue, Stadium Plaza and the stadiums. The passage 

will be charged with events, both on game days and on non-game days, when adjacent 

vehicular areas are not in use.  

STADIUM PLAZA

In its near term condition, Stadium Plaza, while active on event days, will lack activating 

edges. Therefore program opportunities for this space include seasonal events such 

as markets and small performaces, both on game days and on non-game days. In time, 

however, the potential for both active edges to the north (Stadium Terrace apartments) and 

the development of an activating kiosk that doubles as a performance venue, will make it a 

critical and lively public open space for the emerging neighborhood.

Promenading

MarketWalking to GameBike Share

Walking Tour Public Art

Eating + Drinking Small Performance

20 

RAILROAD WAY PROGRAM IDEAS

Parking + Loading

71

railroad way
program: old meets new



FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT 

(WOSCA)

LEGEND

Program Area

Connections / Intersections

The Gateway

The Passage

Stadium Plaza

Pioneer Square Historic District

RAILROAD WAY ILLUSTRATIvE SITE PLAN

1

2

3

Low Investment

-Strolling 
- Driving + Loading 
- Gathering 

Medium Investment

- Mobile Vending 
- Walking Tours 

high Investment

- Bike Share 
- Public Art 
- Retail / Restaurant

STADIUM PLAZA  40,000 SF

Low Investment

- Strolling 
- Driving + Loading 
- Gathering 

Medium Investment

- Small Performance 
- Mobile Vending
 
high Investment

- Kiosk (food + drink, performance)

ThE PASSAGE  28,000 SF

Low Investment

- Strolling 
- Driving + Loading 

Medium Investment

- Small Performance
 
high Investment

- Retail / Restaurant
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PROGRAM OPPORTUNITIES

Waterfront Programming
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program opportunities
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