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•	 Established in 1968

•	 Advise the Mayor and City Council on projects affecting 
the public realm, including:
◦◦ Capital Improvement Program projects (CIP)

◦◦ Right-of-Way projects (ROW)
–– Street and alley vacations
–– Skybridges
–– Long-term street use permits

◦◦ Major transportation projects (M)

◦◦ Plan or policy reviews (P)

◦◦ Light Rail Review Panel (LRRP) - Completed its reviews in 2016
–– Members from Design, Arts, and Planning Commissions
–– Focus: review of light rail stations and neighborhood integration
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Mission
•	 Inspired Design - Inspired design unifies the public realm and inspires the 

community by embodying state-of-the-art practices.
•	 Contextual Integration - Integrated design responds to its context and enhances 

its neighborhood.
•	 Innovative Sustainability - Sustainable design minimizes environmental impact 

and provides long-term self-sufficiency.
•	 Social Inclusion - Inclusive design seeks to elevate the quality of life for all and 

responds fluently to its cultural context.
•	 Exemplary Partnerships - Design partnerships leverage public, community, 

and private resources, integrating design efforts across multiple disciplines and 
agencies to achieve greater results with the same resources.

•	 Effective Investments - Effective design provides high value for the investment by 
thoughtfully considering flexibility, longevity, and total life-cycle costs.
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4 required appointments:
•	 2 Architects
•	 1 Fine Artist
•	 1 lay member

5 additional appointments from the 
following professions:

•	 Urban Planner
•	 Urban or Environmental Designer
•	 Licensed Engineer
•	 Landscape Architect

1 member from the Get Engaged 
Program

Commission Staff:
•	 Director
•	 Coordinator
•	 Planner
•	 Administrative Staff

Commission Structure

Commission meets 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month

15-20 hours per month

Hourly compensation
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RFP Application

Apply for a Master Use Permit (MUP) At least one SDC review per phase

Permitting ConstructionFunding
DEPARTMENT

APPLICANT

SDC ROLE

SDC ROLE

Implementation

Recommendation

Pre-Design

Petition filed 

with SDOT

Schematic 

Design

Urban Design 

Merit

Design 

Development

Public Benefit

RFP Review

Consultant 

Selection

Early Design 

Guidance

Concept 

Design

Capital Improvement Program

Street & Alley Vacations and Skybridge reviews



Burke Gilman Trail Missing Link
SDOT | 2 reviews | $15,000,000

Lake City Landbanked Site
SPR | 1 review | $1,050,000

Portage Bay Park
SPR | 1 review | $11,300,000

Taylor Creek Culvert Replacement
SPU, SDOT, SPR | 1 review | $3,500,000

North Rainier Park Development
SPR | 1 review | $450,000

Yesler Park
SPR | 1 subcommittee review | $3,000,000

7th Ave S Street Vacation
SPU | 1 review | $20,000,000

Town Hall Vacation
Private | 3 reviews + 1 subcommittee review | $85,000,000

Westlake & Lenora Park
SPR | 1 review | $2,500,000

Ballard Pump Station
SPU | 1 review | $15,000,000

Greenwood Phinney Park
SPR | 2 reviews | $1,073,285

Yesler Terrace Pocket Park II
SHA | 1 review | $1,300,000

Trailside Vacation
Private | 1 review | $25,000,000

29th and City View Street Vacation
Private | 1 review | $225,000

Smith Cove Park
SPR | 1 review | $6,000,000

Seattle Center Arena
Seattle Center | 1 review | $660,000,000

Center City Connector
SDOT | 2 reviews + 1 subcommittee review | $177,000,000 Pike Pine Renaissance Plan

Waterfront Seattle | 1 review + 1 subcommittee review | $20,000,000

S Lander Street Bridge
SDOT | 2 reviews + 2 subcommittee reviews | $140,000,000

Northgate Pedestrian Bridge
SDOT | 2 reviews | $25,000,000

Washington State Convention Center Expansion
Private | 8 reviews + 2 subcommittee reviews | $2,100,000,000

Yesler Terrace Pocket Park
SHA | 1 subcommittee review | $4,330,000

Waterfront - Aquarium Plaza
SDOT | 1 subcommittee review 

Waterfront - Main Corridor
SDOT, OPCD | 1 review | 420,000,000

Seattle Arena
Private | 1 review | $490,000,000

One Center City
SDOT, OPCD, ST, KC | 1 review

Shared Mobility Hubs
SDOT | 1 review

ST3 Briefing
Sound Transit | 1 review

SPU Art Master Plan
SPU | 1 review

Michael Jenkins Director
Valerie Kinast Coordinator
Aaron Hursey Planner 
Juliet Acevedo Administrative Staff
Diana Settlemyer Intern

Shannon Loew, Chair* At-Large Member 
Ross Tilghman, Chair Transportation Planner
John Savo, Vice Chair Architect
Brodie Bain* Urban Planner
Lee Copeland Architect 
Ben de Rubertis Urban Designer
Thaddeus Egging Licensed Engineer
Rachel Gleeson Landscape Architect
Laura Haddad Fine Artist
Jescelle Major* Get Engaged Member
Brianna Holan Urban Planner
Rick Krochalis At-Large Member
Evan Fowler Get Engaged Member
*Term ended in 2017

The Seattle Design Commission 
champions design excellence 
in the public realm; promotes 
design practices that serve 
as a catalyst for innovative 
sustainable development, 
equal opportunity, and social 
inclusion; and ensures that the 
city’s built environment makes 
Seattle a world-class example 
of sustainable urban design that 
strengthens community, public 
life, and economic prosperity.

PROJECTS

1

2

3

4

Held our bi-annual Design Excellence 
Awards, recognizing 4 projects - Fire 
Station 20 - Interbay, Seattle Bicycle Master 
Plan, UW Light Rail Station, Mapes Creek 
Restoration - for their excellence in design. 
Also include honorable mention for Leaves 
of Remembrance.

Completed consultations with WSDOT to 
develop an urban design manual guiding the 
proposed Montlake Lid project and related 
investments

Completed our work on the WSCC 
expansion project, which requsted 3 
alley vacations as well as 2 subterranean 
vacations below Olive and Terry Ave

Completed our review of proposed 
improvements to the Seattle Waterfront - 
Main Corridor project in a two day session.

13 Capital Improvement 
Program Projects

9 Vacations and
Right-of-Way Permits

5 Major Projects

Plans2

7 transportation 
projects

6 vacations

2 bridges

11 parks and open 
spaces

2 public facilities

91 
HOURS

TOTAL TIME 
SPENT ON 
REVIEWS AND 
MEETINGS

$ ESTIMATED 
VALUE OF 
PROJECTS 
REVIEWED

4.2 
BILLION

COMMISSIONERS

STAFF

HIGHLIGHTS

Commission 2017 a n n u a l
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Downtown / SODO / CID
7 projects | $3.35 billion

Capitol Hill / First Hill
4 projects | $93.7 million

Ballard / Interbay / Magnolia
3 projects | $36 million

Southeast Seattle
2 projects | $3.95 million

South Park / Georgetown
1 project | $20 million

South Lake Union / Queen 
Anne
2 projects | $662.5 million

North Seattle
3 projects | $27.1 million

U-District
2 projects | $36.3 million

West Seattle
1 project | $225,000

Citywide
3 projects

CIP ROW Major
Project Plan
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Downtown / 
SODO / CID
Center City Connector
One Center City
Pike Pine Renaissance Plan
Seattle Arena
Seattle Waterfront
South Lander St. Bridge
WSCC Expansion

Capitol Hill / 
First Hill
1101 8th Ave Alley Vacation
Yesler Park
Yesler Terrace Pocket Park
Yesler Terrace Pocket Park II

Ballard / Interbay / 
Magnolia
Ballard Pump Station
Burke-Gilman Trail ‘Missing Link’
Smith Cove Park

Southeast Seattle
North Rainier Park Development
Taylor Creek Culvert Replacement Project

South Park / 
Georgetown
7th Ave S Street Vacation

South Lake Union / 
Queen Anne
Seattle Center Arena
Westlake & Lenora Park

North Seattle
Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
Lake City Park Development
Northgate Pedestrian Bridge

U-District
Portage Bay Park
Trailside Vacation

West Seattle
29th and City View St. Vacation

Citywide
Shared Mobility Hubs
ST3 Briefing
SPU Art Masterplan
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Number of reviews by project type
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P

M

ROW
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Hours by project type

LRRP

P

M

ROW

CIP

20172016

91
Hours

106
Hours

3125

44

30

7
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8 32
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•	 Washington State Convention Center Expansion
•	 Waterfront Seattle
•	 Seattle Center Arena
•	 Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
•	 Design Excellence Awards
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Washington State Convention Center Expansion
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Washington State Convention Center Expansion
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Waterfront Seattle
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Waterfront Seattle
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Waterfront Seattle
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Seattle Center Arena
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Seattle Center Arena
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Seattle Center Arena
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Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
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Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
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Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
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Greenwood-Phinney Park Development
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•	 Held March 1, 2017

•	 8th ceremony since 2001

•	 29 eligible projects 
•	 constructed since 2015 awards
•	 adopted plan or policy, completed or 

implemented 

•	 Awards reflect success as measured by 
the Commission’s mission statement:

•	 Inspired Design
•	 Contextual Integration
•	 Innovative Sustainability
•	 Social Inclusion
•	 Exemplary Partnerships  
•	 Effective Investment
•	 Impeccable Execution

Design Excellence Awards
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•	 Sound Transit University of Washington 
Station

•	 Fire Station 20

•	 Mapes Creek restoration

•	 Bicycle Master Plan

•	 Leaves of Remembrance Project

Four Design Excellence Awards

Honorable Mention

Design Excellence Awards
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Sound Transit - University of Washington Station
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Fire Station 20
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Mapes Creek Restoration
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Bicycle Master Plan
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Leaves of Remembrance
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•	 Update to Council vacation 
policies – implication for Design 
Commission role

•	 Commission report on WSCC

•	 Workshop – Sawhorse students

•	 Pivot to policies

•	 50th Anniversary



Commission


