‘The City of Seattle
Landmarks Preservation Board

400 YeslerBuilding Seattle, Washington 98104 - (206)625-4501

LPB-314/79
December 5, 1979
RFEPORT ON DESIGNAT ION
NAME OF PROPERTY: Parsons/Gerrard Residence
ADDRESS: 618 West Highland Drive
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Comstock Supplemental Addition, Block 26, Lots 6,7,8
OWNER: Linda and Keith Gerrard

On October 17, 1979, the Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board voted o
approve nomination of the above property for consideration as a Seattle
Landmark. At their Hearing of November 21, 1979, the Board voted to
approve the designation of the subject property based upon satisfaction
of the following criterion of Ordinance 106348:

3.0l (6) Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts
of giting, age, or scale, it is an easily identifiable
vizual feature of its neighborhood or the city and contri-
butes to the distinctive quality or identity of such neighbor-
hood or the city:

Prominently located on West Highland Drive along the south-
western slope of Queen Anne Hill, t+he Parsons/Gerrard Resi-
dence contributes significantly to the ambience of the Queen
Anne Boulevard system of which West Highland Drive is a part.
A number of pretentious and imposing residences representing
both original and eclectic styles prevalent during the first
decade of the twentieth century |ine both sides of the Boule-
vard, particularly along the south and southwestern slopes of
Queen Anne.
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Contemporary with these structures and comparable in scale

and pretense, the Parsons house complements these residences

and the broader landscape context |inking them together, thus
satisfying criteria 3.0l (6). It should, however, be recognized
that the subject residence does not satisfy the historical nor
especially the architectural criteria also set forth in Ordi-
nance 106348. Its design suffers from an incoherent composition,
and an ungainly and over-scaled front gable. It is not one of
Seattle's better examples of Dutch-influenced eclecticism, nor

is it an outstanding work of a significant designer or builder.

Features and characteristics identified for preservation include:

| ssued,

December 5,

- +he exterior of the main residence structure;

- +the major structural and landscape elements on the site.

1979

Earl Layman,
City Historic Preservation Officer
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Department of Community Development/Office of Urban Conservation

Landmark Nomination Form
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LPB-263/79
Name __ Parsons/Gerrard Residence Year Built® _ 1905
{Common, present or historic) S
B Landmark
O Landmark Site
0O Both
Street and Number 618 West Highland Drive
Assessor's File No. _173280 0630 (155 W-23)
Legal Description Plat Name _E_g[gs_tﬂ_c_k_s_upl,__ Block 26 joi 8148
Present Owner _ Linda and Keith Gerrard _ Present Use____Residence
Address .same (282-2155)
Original Owner Reginald H. Parsons Original Use Residence

Architect W. Marbury Sommervell Builder H. S. Wold




Photographs:

The Parsons/Gerrard Residence, and the adjacent Parsons Memorial Garden are situated

along the southwestern slope of Queen Anne Hil1l on W. Highland Drive. Together, they form
two important elements of the Queen Anne Boulevard system of which W. Highland Drive is

a part.

Designed in 1905 for Seattle businessman Reginald H. Parsons, the two and one half story
stucco covered residence was supposedly derived from Dutch Colonial homes built in the
Mid-Atlantic states during the eighteenth century. A Tow brick wall laid in English bond
extends above the foundation to a termination at the first story sill line from which
point stucco becomes sused as an exterior material. The residence is sheltered by slate
covered gambrel roofs, a tradition adhered to in a later east end addition. Fenestration
takes the form of casement windows with transoms at the first story, and double hung
windows at the second, several of which are encased within dormers. Leaded glass is
employed in the east addition. The three original chimneys are covered by stucco and
designed with rectangular panels which reveal the underlying structural brick. Detailing
also includes good bracketry beneath the west wing eaves, and Palladian-influenced bay
window with rounded corners immediately west of the main entry. In addition to the east
extension, the original southeast corner porch and balustrade have been converted into

a small greenhouse.

Orginally part of the Parsons' estate, the Parsons Memorial Gardens were given to the
City of Seattle for use as a public park in 1956 by the children of Mr. and Mrs. Reginald
Parsons in memory of their parents. The park occupies approximately one third of an

acre and is enclosed.by hedgerows. Plantings include cedar trees, cherry trees, dogwood,
holley and boxwood, as well as numerous roses. An informal walkway 1ined by cobblestones
circulates through the various spaces, and an unobtrusive L-shaped comfort and fireplace
facility is now located at the northeast corner of the garden.

Submitted by __The Office of Urban Conservation Staff

Address ___400 Yesler Building

Phone __625-4501

Date _October 8, 19?9
/
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T andmarks Preservation Board

Nomination Form

NAME {present)

’:ﬂ?d\ﬁ W A ‘2t~‘fn'_._f2_ S

(historic)

ADDRESS

7]

i R

NOMINATION AS:
B Building
K site
O Structure
O District
[J Object

NOMINATED UNDER CRITERIA (ORDIMNANCE 102229)

E‘{l}has significant character, interest or value, as
part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, State or Nation; or is
associated with the life of a persen significant in the
past; or

[112) is the site of an historic event with a significant
effect upon society; or

-{j (3) exemplifies the cultural, political, economic,
social or historic heritage of the community; or

[J{4) portrays the environment in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or

[ (5) embodies those d[5tingdi5hinq characteristics of
g Spec:-nen or
i J

3-2-77
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phone

AomiMATOL:
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Reviewed

Historic Preservation Officer

date

618 - 2C Qé/%&,&ﬁ A

(6} is the work of a designer whose individual work
has significantly influenced the development cof
Seattle; or

[ (7) contains elements of design, detail, materials or
craftsmanship  which  represent a  significant
innovation; o

E:] (8) by being part of or related 1o a square, park or
“other distinctive area, should be developed 'or
preserved according to a plan based on a historic,
cultural or architectural motif; or

,El {9) owing to its unigue location or singular physical

characteristic, represents an established and familior
visual feature of the neighborhood, community or
city; or

[(10) has vielded, or may be likely to vyield,
information important in pre-history or history.

ETB

) CITY OF SEATTLE
OFFICE OF URBAN CONSERVATION

NOMINATION DATE]D) fE' 1'J |Lr R
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MAR 14 1977

BOARD SPONSOR

date
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