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AN ORDINANCE designating as a Landmark che 20+th Avenue

WHEREAS, Ordinance 102229 created the Landmarks Prcservation

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 102229 and due notice, the

WHEREAS, the Planning and Urban Development Committee of the

ORDINALICE 106145

Northeast Bridge and its site, the portion of 20th
Avenu Northéast within Ravenna Park, Seattle, and
speci\ying_the particular features to be preserved in
accordance with the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance
(102229Y.,

Board and established a procedure for the designation
and preservation of structures anc areas having historical,

cultural, architectural, engineering or geographical
importance; and

Landmarks Preservation Board after a public hearing on
October 20, 1976 considered (a) the evidence and testimony
presented at such hearing, including the Seattle Historic
Building Data Sheet attached hereto, and (b) the conformance
or lack of conformance of the proposed designation with
the Comprehensive Plan of Seattle and with the purposes
and standards of Ordinance 102229%, and based upon such
evidence and consideration determined that the 20th
Avenue Northeast Bridge and its site, the portion of
20+h Avenue Northeast within Ravenna Park, Seattle,
satisfies each of the following criteria required under
Ordinance 102229 for designation of a Landmark:

Section 6. "(5) embodies those distinguishing characteristi

of an architectural-type or engineering specimen;”

Section 6. "(6) is thre work of a designer whose individual
work has significantly influenced the development of
Seattle;"

Section 6. "(7) coatains elements of design, detai},
materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation;"

Section 6. "(8) by being part of or related to a
square, park or other distinctive area, should be
developed or preserved according to a plan based on a
historic, cultural or architectural motif;" and

Section 6. "(9) owing to its unique location or singular
physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community

or city;"

and recommended to the City Council that the 20th
Avenue Northeast Bridge and its site be designated as a
Landmark and that certain features thereof should be
preserved; and

City Council considered the report and recommendatiop
of the Landmarks Presexrvation Board at a public hearing
held pursuant to due notice, and reported to the City
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Council in favor of such recommendation; Now, Theréfore,
BE IT ORDAINED B¥ THE CISY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Saction 1. That the attached report and recommendations
of the Landmarks Preservation Board are hereby approved and
the 20th Avenue Northeast Bridge and its site, the portion
of 20th Avenue Northeast within Ravenna Park, Seattle, are
ilereby designated a Landmark having a gpecial character or
special historical, cultural, architectural, engineering or
geographic interest or value, based upon characte;istics
specified in the attached report of the Landmark Preservation
Board, and the Secretary of the Landmark Preservation Board
is hereby directed to send to the owner of record of ine
property designated, by registered or certified mail, and to
the Superintendent of Buildings, a copy of this ordinance
and a letter outlining the basis for such designation and
the obligations and restrictions which result from such
designation within ten days after approval by the Mayor.

Section 2. That the following particular features of
the Landmark designated in Section 1 above shall be preserved:

a) the structure, grading, paving and major landscaping

of the site.

CBa 19,2




(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section.3..... This ordinance shall take effect and b in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if ap “roved by the Mayor; otherwise it shail take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

AR L1977/
AAAAAA o Janary 1877. A

~d—7" President........... \ ..........

'
Approved by me this....... / 7 ........ dayof....... ‘.

Filed by me this........ ]7 ......... dayof.............. ]

City Comptroller -and
=

(SEAL)

Published... .o Damuty Clork,

¢S5 8.1.6



City of Seattl«

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD
Suite 919 - Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington 98104
Telephone: 625-4501 LPB-154d/76

RE: C.F.

Designation of:

20th AVENUE N.E. BRIDGE § ITS SITE
as Landmark pursuant to Ordinance 102229

Honorable Paul Xraabel, Chairman
Planning and Urban Development Committee
City of Seattle

Dear Sir:

The Landmarks Preservation Board herebv transmits the
folloring for your consideration and recommendation to the City
Council:

The Landmarks Preservation Board, after a public hearing
held on October 20, 1976 pursuant to due notice, at which time
said Board duly considered (a) the evidence and testimony presented
at such hearing, including the Seattle Historical Building Data
Sheet in C.F. , and (b) the conformance or lack of
conformance oF the proposed designation with the Comprehensive Plan
of Seattie and with the purposes and standards of Ordinance 102229
and based upon such evidence and consideration determined that the
(subject to be designated) 20th Avenue N.E. Bridge and its site

bridge and easement of 20th Avenue N.E. thru Ravenna Park.
STtnated upon (legal description ot site)

at (street address or other commonly used description of location of
landmark) Ravenna Park




satisfies eaclh, of the following criteria required under Ordinance
102229 for designation as a Landmark:

Sectiop—6-tihas-sienificant—charactery—interesi—or
Valioy—a S—part-oi-the-developnenty—herltage..oum

L%ﬁ%&%—@h«%&e%@%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%~@$m$h%w@%&¥7~8@&%&mﬁ£
Netioni—or—is-associated with-the-ti-fe—-of-a—-person
signi-fieant—in—the—pasty-

Seetion—6-L2)—~is—the—site—of—an-histeric-evont-with-a
significant-effectupen-5eciety,;

See%&ea«e{5&—exemp}+£+es_%hemeu%%a%a%—mpaii%%eal
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Section 6(5) embodies those distinguishing characteristics
of an architectural-type or engineering specimen;

Section 6(6) is the work of a designer whose individual
work has significantly influenced the developnent of
Seattle;

Section 6(7) contains elements of design, detail,
materials or craftsmanship which represent a
significant innovation;

Section 6(8) by being part of or related to a square,
park or other distinctive area, should be developed
or preserved according to a plan based on a historic,
cultural or architectural motif;

Section 6(9) owing to its unique location cr singular
physical rha1acter1st1c, represents an established
and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood,
community or city;



and recommends to the City Council that the foregeing 20th Avenue

N.E. Bridge and its site be designated as a Landmark and

that the following features thereof should be preserved by the
following controls:

"That with respect to the above described landmark,
no person shall do or cause to be done, any of the
following except pursuant to a Certificate of Approval
duly issued by the Landr.rk Preservation Board (See
Sectior 8 of Ordinance .02229):

a. demolition of the structure or portions of the structure;

b. any alterations or repairs to the structure or portiomns of the
structure;

c. any changes to the site such as construction permits, grading,
paving and major laandscape changes.

LANDMARKS fPRESERVATION BOARD
B N

Ear1¥D. Layman \l
City Historic Préservation Officer




SEATTLE IDSTOMIC BUTLDING DATA SHELT

PR

Name {commen or present and/or historic} RAVENNA PAXK BRIDGE__(20%h N. E, Bridee) S
Street and Number, 20th N 5. a2t M. B, 62nd CBlock . Lot _ Year Built 193314
Present Owner __City of 8anttle _ Present Use padaatyi <m,/h1‘ eyele hridgze
Interim Ownei{s) _ . ) {nteriny Use(s)

QOriginal Owner Qriginal Ubeﬁj\.}‘hn/padestrian bridgs
Architect (designes) Frank Melvin Johoson Builder ___(ity Enginseriung Dept,

Assessed Value: Building __ tand Assessors File No.
Classification:

{1 Building £ Public [0 Oceupied Open to Public:

[J Site 0O Private 0 Unoccupied & Yes

%} Structlure O both I3 Preservation work O No

O Object ©in progress Hours . .
01 Other ' {1 Threatened by

demalition
[3 Unknown

9. Neighborhood Information: - . _
A. Compatibitity With Neighborhood C.  Architecturally Strong Neighberheod
Structure Yes X . No_
Comments Nelighnortood
Use Yes. % . Na___._
. > fought to asve 3% ma 8 pedaa-
B. Importance to Neighborhood : . '
Great Hoedian \\"“'idgﬂ,} retner than _have
Moderate :
Minor . it ohlitersted by SRBARRLOR, ox
. AU . removed entirsly,
10. Special Research Sources {Be Specific, list name or item and where found)
Johason, Frank Melvin, The Navenua FPark Stesl sreh Bridme. Uwivereity of
. : = 7o T .
. Weehington, Theeis, 1916, 3397, e — - -
Seattle Post~Intellizeucser, "Raveuna Bridzs Will Onen Mall Seitled Section!
November 2, 1913, part 4, page 10, (Xerox coypy attached}
Seattle, Clty of, ®ngineerins Depetment blusprints, 1012
Seattla, City of, Phoin Lob, niotogrephe 12315 and 1914
11. Cross Street Reference l
. 20th H.%,
| | e/
12. Photos Attached & Photographer A2nd
Seattle Snzinsering Dept.
13, Physical Description: {second sheet attached) .
14. Significance: (Third sheet attached) ' T 2
- . : . 4



PAGE TWO

13, Physical Description s ' B, Exterior l')csr.-c:{mion of
Original Design
A.  Style of Architecture lamp posts removsd
Tares pin arch, - . nonc or little
steal arch, br idges deck type arech . Moderate amaunt .
B. Consuection Material * considerable
steel bridge, concrete .
) F.  Architectural worth as
C.  No.of Stories a Example of lts Style
. Exceptional ®
D. ,Condition R Excellent .
Excellent Good
Good __ x Fair
Fair _ Poor

Poor [

G. Notable Features: (Be specific, i.e., detailing, crafismanship, proportions, materials, colors, interior, etc. Refer

{ Lands p vat Roard). i
NUB: tHSGL}l{d‘ Ilng;om$1nq'£ir%]_;§ese.rji, Bncin oarc i

(5) The Ravenna Bridge is an excellent exanpls of a three pin arch steel arch
bridge. Its design wae chosen for pleasing appearance, economy of constryuction,
and flexibility of the structure undsr stress. Tne arch bridge 1s one of ths
five major types of bridges: Beam, cantilever, suzpansion, arch, and pontoon,

A

The Ravenna bridge is & deck type arched bridge, since the carriagewsy is completely
abovs the arch, The three pins, at the lower ends of the arch and at the center
top of the orch, allow ths bridge members to move slightly with the stress of
live loads on ths structure, The brfdve has the pleaging arrangement of an odd

- nusber of spans, bridgs deck cantllemgrod over the trusses, and approach girders

, of an open web type with streight bottom cords in contrast to the design of the

" largs span. The leitlce braced central arch, slightly more erpensivae than a
ppandrel braced arch, reveals the basic evch fore directly and its primary pRrposa,
The bridge nsﬂdrall, although vory alupls, was epecially desiguned for the’
utructuro. It is composad of upper and lower wmesbers of 2ngle ircen, with cross
and verticel bracez-of strap teu-, The hand rail is steel pive. {(the present
auto guard is gimply bolted to the rall, =ud should be removed)., Tight fixviures

-wore” choden for their plsasing appsarance, being according to ths apac%'icahlonﬂ
80 watt snd on siendard CI posta, (These are now missing). .

e s

(7) The approach conerete railings, of "artistic design", wers imnovative in
construction for tha% time in hiatory. The railinw wae precashi, in sections
of eight trisagular opesnings. The panels were set’ in pTaca and then the base
and cap poured, -
{7) The side elevation of th~ bridge phows an extre ftouch glven by a facia of
steel plates with arches on the loznr edve, forming a cover the strianger
ends of the deck slabe. Tnisz was "iuexpensive and beautlfjinb . .
Tae Ravenna Bridge i it long and has a roadway of 17'-6" width, Tne total
deck width is 25 , the~sldewalk 5', The arch is 250! with & riso of 41%!

ve
i’

The bridze was financed'by the County, City, and en expendod L.I.Ds  Total Coh
cost was roported.to be 455,000, with & total weight of stesl of 300 tons. d
Tne cost o“ the sttel jn place was 532,000, witn the remaining cosis being
shared by mxaonry,-“?(f‘a"ﬂt Lon, and paving.

- =g .



PAGL THREC

P
14, Significance

A.  Major Signilicance B.  ievel of Significanice
[ Historical . - ' 3 National . .
3 Architectural [0 State
) Lngineering - ) Cormnmunity
3 Cultural : N
0 Geographic
3 Archacological _ '

C. Statement of Significance {Be specifié, history, personages, events, etc.)

))(C{) Plans for a span across the deep ravine of Ravenna Park developed as that S

pert of the cliy grew in density of reaidences. The area was without

public transportation, snd the residenis had to walk almcst & mile around

in order to cross from one side of the chasm to the other, The park had

been acquired by condemnation in 1917, and in Eayof 1913, the Bourd of Park
Commigelonsrs approved the degign for & major bridge 2t 20th N, E. The

design by Frank Melvin Johnson callsd for two irusc spans es dpproachss with

a truss arch over the ravine. The design tool into consideration the fine
vegatation of the park, snd the footpaths which were part way up the sides of

the raving, Yet it &ccommodated ths growing dsmend for auto passage, with

a ell cambered deck of 2" of asphalt overlayinz a 6" conerete slasb. ZHven

the color of the paint was thought out: buff to contrast with the spring green,
blend with the suuner and autumbuff, contrast with the winter gray and blmeck, !
and continually contrast with the surrounding t2ll evergresas,

re——

4

Johnson's work was executed under Jity Snzinesr A, H, Dimock, with J. A. Tunford
the superintendant of construction. ~Steal was fabricated by the American

Bridge vOJpﬁﬂV out of their Acbridge Flant, and they asked additional compesnza-
ticn becaus° the shop drawinga "wers the mopt difficult thet they had had in

81K ye%rs o Pontractor wes J. R, Wood &nd Co., Seattle,
The use of the three hingzed arch was decidad upon by the designer since the ':
shewbacks were vot geoiug into golid rock, but into dry sandy lﬁy soil, Toe
rigs of -the bridge was only 413! but the ribs of the arch wera Gesigned te h“lO"i-
The camber, desirable in 2 highway bridze floor, was achieved by raising the
deck above the stringere.

The north approach hae two 55' open web glrders. The south approach has two 48!
opan web girders. The girdere are riveted to the.colunns over the skewback
hinges, but are fres to slide a2t their outer ends.

Heavy timber faleswork wes used es the method of erection. The erch ving was
aade in 28 ssctions for easisr transport end erection., The aprroach girders wera
ghop riveted end swung into plasce, The cableway usad in pouring the shewbacks

vas agaiu usad with block and tacklz to acve and swing end pL51tlon the arch piecés,

Surveyor Signature %a&ﬁf‘t« Py o (lan fo tp Date . 10/8/75
' / : 10 //( ,
. N v . - P
: - : : REVIEWED; 4 e, e / il
. : Hism/(c Prasarvation O!\h.ar . Date
s

g Deslgner Johnaon'eaid "the ratio of rise to sp2n selectsd wap euch thetVthe panabpla’
very neardy coingidede with ths segmental curve, so that by seleciing the segaénted °
form, thn mogh p;"aownv 1ost esimpls and most economic design was obta:ned,"
lr residents agreed; and fought the city's plan to altsr or demolish the hridge,. a

d:n c2 of 1979, the bridee wes desiznated for uss of pedestriane end bikes only,






CITY OF SEATTLE

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD
Suite 919 Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington 98104
Telephone: 625-4501 ’

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS ON CRITERIA AND
' ' CONTROLS

RE: C,F. 2837

Designatinn of

] QOun AVcnue N, E. Brlcgo
‘as landma:k pursuant to Ordinance 102229

Honorable Paul Kraabel, Chairman
Plannlng end Urban Dpvplop*anu Committee
City of Seattle

s

ear 3ir:

=

1

The Iandmarks Preservation Zoa nerevy transmits - the
following for your con31derablon and recommendation to the City
Council:

The Landrark Preservation Boaxd, after a public hﬁafing' ;
held on _Qctober 20, 1976 pursuvant to due notice, at whlcﬁ tine
said Boaxd duly considered (a) the evidence and testimony phesvnleq
at such hearing, including the se attle Historical Building bata - -
Sheet in C.F. - » and (b) the conformance or lack osz
conformance of the proposed designation with the Comomvhnnglva Plgni‘
of Seattle and with the purposes and standards of Ordinance 102229
‘and based uvpon such evidence and consideration determined Lh1 the;
(subject to be designated) 20th Avenue N,E. Bridge .

situated upon {legal description of site)

at (street address or other commonly used description of locdation of
3 : . E -

1andmar?) Ravenna Park

satisfies each of the following criteria re qulrod wnders Ordinznces -
102229 for designation as a Yandmark: B
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omuzndations

Section 6 (1) has sign¥ificant chavacter, interest or
value, as part of the {evelopment, heritage or
s of the City, State of

cultural characteristic
Nation; or is associate \:ith the life of a person
significant in the past; '

Section 6(2) is the sitelof an historic event with a

significant efifect upon sdeietys
g P Y

Section 6 (3) exemplifies the cultural, political,
economic, social or hlgugrlc heritage of the
community;

Section 6(4) portrays Ehe environnent in an era of
history characterized by a distinective architectural
L4

style;

Section 6(5) embodies those distinguishing characteristics
of an architectural-typ2 or engineering specimen;

Section 6(6) is the work of a designer whose individual
work has significantly influenced the development of
Seattle;

Section 6 (7) contains elements of design, detail,
materials or craftsmans.ip which represent a
significant innovation;

Section 6(8) by being part of or related to a sguare,

paxrk or othexr distinctive area, should be developed

or preserved according to a plan based on a hISLOEJC,
cultural or architectural motif;

Section 6(9) owing to its unilgue location or singular
physical characteristic, represents an established "
and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, :
comaunity oxr city;



20tn Avenue W.D. Drid:se
page 3

and recommends to the City Council that the foregoing 20tnh Avenue
N.BE. Bridge

be designated as a Landinark and
that the following features thereof should be preserved by the
following controls: S

{ "That with respect to the above described landmaxk,
( no person shall do ox cause to be dcone, any of the .
following except pursuant to a Certificate of Approval
duly issued by the Trudnark Preservation Boarxd (See
Section 8 of Ordi. ~ 102229) :

a. demolition of the structure or portions of the strucﬁure;

b. any altera*tions or repairs to the structure or portions of theé

structure.

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD

Y
Farl D. Leyman

Historic Preservation Officerxr

AT s T diaeo e



The City of Seattle--Legislative Department

MR, PRESIDENT: Date Reported
and Adopted

AN 101977

Your Committee on  PLANNING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT

to which was referred C.B. 98045

Designating as a Landmark the 20th Avenue Northeast Bridge
and its site, the portion of 20th Avenue Northeast within
Ravenna Park, Seattle, and specifying the particular features
to be preserved in accordance with the Landmarks Preserva~
tion Ordinance (102229).

RECOMMEND THAT THE SAME DO PASS

d,% P&UD

Chairman

Committee Committes




S ORDINANCD 106143

AN ORDINANCE : designating as
afLandmark:  the 20thizAvenue -
Northeast: Bridge and’its site,:
the -“portion’:of, 20th = Avenue
Northeast ‘within: ‘Raveling
Park,. Seattle,. and: specifying
‘the: particular featurés to. be
: préserved in; acéordance with
Jthe o Landmarks: eserva’ion
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BE ITORDAINGD BY TIH CITY |
o8 Tt LEAS FOLLOWS:

Sacting 1 That: the atfnclied re-
vort and.recommendations of the
Landinarks: Breservation ™ Board
arefisrehv.annroved and the!'20th
Avenye Novtheast Rrides and. its
aiteé,” thei perfinn=af 20th “Avenue
\Yénttthleéwt wi)thin Ra"pnnn Park,

a .are 1elcl desigiic
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hased unon: eharicter
fied in.the attachec
Landm Bk rervitio
and’the "Seeretdry.tof Sthe Tand.
mark Pragervation Board herex,
by directed: fo- Send’ Lo thE owner
of ‘Tecons the; DIroOnErty. degipg-
nated;” hy' s:icterr‘d or’ certitied
mail, and- to the: ‘%upelmtendcut
of Buildi A GO0y of this: ordi-
nance’ a: l}ett(%r inuthni 8

3 i

oard,

n;utxcnlar
mark designgted
qbova bh&l

Fl]ed by n
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY--SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, Xing County, Washington,
and it is now and daring all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which wss
regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below

i

e AT - 7
ol ;f‘/»f-' {4
.éﬁ/“f‘;p?":,;td—:" é/é’{f?ﬁ‘"‘w .................
Kotary Public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle,



