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The Roadside Setting

Nearby Aurora Avenue /Highway 99 in the 1950s

The original location, 616 Battery Street, 1956 to 2020.                                           The potential new location at 7th & Blanchard.



Historic Context: Neon Signage in Seattle



Historic Neon Signs 
at Night



Historic Context: Roadside Attractions



The Vitality of the Roadside Attractions



The Enduring, Symbolic Elephant



Historic Context: Mid-Century Auto Culture
& the Anderson Brothers Car Wash Business



The Original Designer, Beatrice Haverfield (1913-1996)



Beatrice Haverfield,
the Queen of Neon,



Beatrice Haverfield’s Original Design



The Elephant Sign
and Car Wash in the 1960s



The Sign at the 4th Avenue S Car Wash



Current Photos and Ongoing Restoration









The Elephant Car Wash Sign
Seattle’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (SMC 25.12.350) 

requires a landmark property to be more than 25 years old, and 

“have significant character, interest or value, as part of the 

development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, 

State or Nation.” It must have integrity, or the ability to convey 

its significance.  This sign has the required value and integrity , 

conveys its significance, and meets several designation criteria:

Criterion A.

It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, 

an historic event with a significant effect upon the community,

city, state, or nation

Criterion B.  

It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person

important in the history of the City, state, or nation.

Criterion C.  

It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of

the cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community,

city, state, or nation.

Criterion D.  

It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an 

architectural style, or period, or of a method of construction.

Criterion E.  

It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder.

Criterion F.  

Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of

siting, age, or scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature of

Its neighborhood or the City and contributes to the distinctive

quality or identity of such neighborhood or the city.


