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The original location, 616 Battery Street, 1956 to 2020. The potential new location at 7t & Blanchard.
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Historic Neon Signs
at Night




Historic Context: Roadside Attractions
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The Vitality of the Roadside Attractions




The Enduring, Symbolic Elephant
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Historic Context: Mid-Century Auto Culture
& the Anderson Brothers Car Wash Business

Aug. 23, 1960 E. H. ANDERSON 2,949,678
VEHICLE CRIER NOZZLE WITH SELF-POSITIONING MOUNT
2 Sheets-Sheet 1

Filed Sept. 21, 1956

INVENTOR.
ELDON K. ANDERSON
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The Original Designer, Beatrice Haverfield (1913-1996)
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Beatrice Haverfield,
the Queen of Neon,
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Beatrice Haverfield’s Original Design
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The Elephant Sign
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ROE'S REVOLVIz2

SIGN UNIT

(PATENT APPROVED, No. 2,741,8

Above 18’ x 23’ sign by '

. Displays, Inc., Seattle, W
volyes, featuring flashing 1

New Models  .ide, tubing on other.
and WORRIED ABOUT W
Literature This sign revolved perfectly
35 to 68 MPH winds. Reaso
Available Units are engineered from 1

nel formulas. Be sure before
Revolving Units — there is
fighting winds than a heay

See Your Neon Supplier or Writ
Direct to Factory for NEW Brochur

Manufactured by

ROE MANUFACTURING C:

3006 Western Ave., Seatle, Wash.
Phone: ELiot 2183

and Car Wash in the 1960s
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First Stop — Elephant Car Wash!
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Santa wanhs HIS "sleigh" spaskling clean for his big trip! Get
YOURS ready for Chrisimas—in 5§ minutes —the easy, SUPER
WASH wayl
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In Portland -
1530 N.E. Union at Weidlar




The Sign at the 4t Avenue S Car Wash
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Current Photos and Ongoing Restoration
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The Elephant Car Wash Sign

Seattle’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (SMC 25.12.350)
requires a landmark property to be more than 25 years old, and
“have significant character, interest or value, as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City,
State or Nation.” It must have integrity, or the ability to convey
its significance. This sign has the required value and integrity,
conveys its significance, and meets several designation criteria:

Criterion A.

It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with,
an historic event with a significant effect upon the community,
city, state, or nation

Criterion B.
It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person
important in the history of the City, state, or nation.

Criterion C.

It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of
the cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community,
city, state, or nation.

Criterion D.
It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an
architectural style, or period, or of a method of construction.

Criterion E.
It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder.

Criterion F.

Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of
siting, age, or scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature of
Its neighborhood or the City and contributes to the distinctive
quality or identity of such neighborhood or the city.



