Response to noise code violations, Box 3, Folder 3402, Engineering Department Miscellaneous
Improvements Records (Record Series 2615-02), Seattle Municipal Archives

! yay 10, 1976

Re: N. E. 45th Street Viaduot
By Bridge Replacement
Ordinence 104635 -

Mr.. John Bigzs, Director

Washington State Department of Ecology
£350. -Box 8290+ - .
‘Pajepid; Washington 98804,

Dear Mr, Biggas:

On May 6, 1976, we were called by your office (Ms, Ann Haines of the
Holse Abatement 3ection) and made aware of Washington Adminietrative
Code, Chapter 176-30; Maximum Fnvironmental Noise Levels. Section
]172-60-050 allows for exemptions from the provisions of maximun noise
lavelc between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. for sounds oriy-
inating from temporarv construction mijes as a remult of construstion
_activity, Speoiffcslly, the call from your office concerned our present
eonteaot for replecing a section of the N. E. 45th Street Viaduct in
Ssattlc. The phase of somatruotion causing the alleged noise pollution
48 the driving of comerete piling. This work is on the oritical path
and impaots the rest of he donetruction activities.

Because we were unaware of the Jode, we, through the City of Seattle
Poard of Public Works, had granied the contractor permission to woik
two shifts from 5:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. This permission was granted
bevause of tho urgsney to complete the project. i

As the urgenoy still exists, we wish to epply for a warlance as specified
in Section 173-60-080. This request for a varience ig for the hours of
5130 to T:00 a.na, and is for a perded of 30 days. i

~| The following reasons are given to Justify our requesi for a variance:

1. The Szattle Engineering Depsriment Traffic Diviasion has made
a study of the esonomlic impact on the traveling public { copy
attached) which shows a lcsa of $2,700 to the traveling publis
for each day the bridge reméina uncomple*ad.
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It should be pointed ovt that there are other additiomal
environmental concerns, sush se air pollution, that is being
caused by the extra miles being traveled. ' :

“he detour youting is caueing a hardship In terms of nolee and
congestion on the property owners sbutting the detour route,
and concern vor their safety, because of the additlonal traffic.

The Univsrsity Village and the Universi y District shopping areas
ptate that they ews suffering economie luss because of closure
of the N, E, 45th 3trest arterial.

The planued complstion date was established to allow for com-
pletion of the bridge prior to football gemes scheduled by the
University of Washingion etarting September 11, 197¢.

Our understanding is that, becsuse of the short time the Code has been in
foree, the procedure for granting variances has not yet been formalized

by your office, The City is currently facing the diffiewlties noted above,
and therefore, requests - expeditious actlon by your department. e

We request you indicate your approval of our varianse request by signing
thie letter in the space provided and sending a copy to us lmmediately.
Falluze to grant this varience may cause the contractor to eliminate double
shifting of the project, and thereby increade the number of days for con-
tract completion, These additionel delaye will cause the environmental and
aconomic faetors noted above to be inoreased gorrespondingly in duration,

Very truly yours,

PAUL A. WIATRAK, P. E,
City Engineer

By

ARTHUR E. MARONEK
RFrineipal Aest. City Englneer
for Engineexring

PPROVED:

shington State Department ot
Eg¢ology
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-f/!!ay 11, 1976 _
ke: HNortheast 45th Street Viaduct : LIRS
Y  HEast Appreach by Bridge Replacement

Ordinance 104635

Ronorable Board of Publie Works
Seattle, Washigton

Gentlemen: e i sl £ \

Wa have had to charge tha working hours on subiect contract to meet the codé

requirements of the Washington Stote Depertmant of Ecology from the $:30 a.m. «
to 9130 p.m. granted by the Soard on 4-7-76 to 6100 a.m. to 10100 penj gl
tharefore, we ars vaquesting that tha poard grant pormission for the
aonstwactor to work on this project t9 10:00 p.m. rather than the 9130 p.m.
praviously grantad. ;

Any work that falls within the noise level requirements of the code can
atill start at 5:30 eo,specifically, this request is only for the Board fo
extend the working hougs from 9:30 to 10:00 p.m. &o that the contraeter ¢an
work twe full shifts on pile driviag. This request is through June &, 1976,
We will mot allow the contractor to work any earlier than 7:00 a,m, on pile
driving during the final week of exams at the University of Washingtou which
ts the week of June 6th to June 12th, .

. Very truly yours

s el A Wintral

Infermation

PAUL A. WIATRAK, P.B.,
City Eunginaer
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