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The Clty Council
City of Seattls
County-Clity Building
Seakttle, Washington

Dwar Hadan and Gentlemen:

In our comprehensive survey of housing conditions in the Oity of
Seattle, we inclwied n special sbudy of shacks and at this time wish
to submit ko yeu For your informetion mnd poseible astion cur findings
arnd recommendotions.

e are interssted in the "phask™ problem ewen though cur owm
statutory powsrs are net bromd emough to deal with it directly. If
shacks conkinue to remain or thelr mumber grow, it is quite possible,
in the light of general conditicns, that many lemilies will asek to
pooupy them. Then we would become dirsctly concsrned, as would you,
in the mecompanying threet to good heousing, and in the conssquent
hesards to health snd safety. We desm our work to be praventive as
wall as corrective.

Wa do not, howaver, suggest the imnediste or wholssale alimination
of shacks, but rather a less disroptive, sere opderly and plenmed
mothod, Specifisally, we wish to make the following recomandations:

{1} That nome of the present occupants of shacks be foroed to
vacnte at the presant time.

(2) That as soon, howsver, es ary sheack 18 no lomger inhabited
by its pressnt oooupsmta, the proper depertments of the City be
suthorized and directed to demolish it.

(3) That the propsr dspartments of the City be suthorized and
dirsoted to demelish immedistely mll presently vacant ehacks.

(L) That thess departments be suthorized and dirested to prevent
the building of any additional shacks in the City of Seattls.

{5) That notices of thess intenticns of the City be given to all
cosupants of shasks spd public potlees pestad in consentrated and other
shack areas.

sSeetion 8, Housing Authorities Law, State of Washingtonm,
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{It ie net the intention of the Housiang Authority of the City of
Seattls to seek credit (under the United States Housing ket of 1557,
as anended) for smy eliminetion of shecks made parasuvant to the above
recommendations. )

We hove defined a shack as "a dwelling unit of morse or less temp=
arary charaster, constructed without benefit of formal design or plan,
of secondhend, nendegeript boilding meterisals, snd located indisorim-
inately.” (In mest instencss, shacks violate legal bullding require=-
ments. )

A total of 1687 shacks was found in the oity. We are attaching
hereto Exhibit A, showing on a mep the distribution of these shacks;
Exhibit E, tabulating by Census Emumersbion Districts their losation
and mmber; and Exhibit ¢, giving basie date ccneerning thelr physical
conditien and oscupancy.

e zhall be glad to coopersts in eny wey we can Lo the end that
Septtlo mey become a city without shacks.

JEAP
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