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e July 15, 1977

Ma. Glenys Wilsen
18719 &th N. W,
Seattle, Washington 98177

Dear Me. Wilson:

Thank you for being concerned enough to share your thoughts

with me regarding my declaration of Gay Pride Week. In respansze
to your letter, let me cepeat that the purpose of the proclama-
tion was to emphasize the need to protect the human and eivil
rights of our city's gay citizens. I believe all eitizens,
regardlazs of what they may choose in terms of a private 1ife-

style, are entitled to fair and egual tceatment under the law.

The documents which framed onr scoiety and which I awore ko up-
hold make 1t very clear that human righte  are absoluote. Based

on your Christian beliefs, which I hold juat as firmly as vou,

vou have disagreed with this wvery fundamental principle of I
our great nation. Regardleas of whether or not the Bible balonga [
in this debate over ciwil rights, I must share with veo ane of

the most important teachings of Christ, from Matthew 731, "Judge
not, that ye be not judged."

I tend to believe that wea wlll never agree on this wery contro-
veraial lssue. I do not personally condone gay activities, But
as Mayor of Seattle, I will continue to support their rights

as law=abiding eitizensz.

Reading your protest of my proclamation reealls a story of Woeld
War II. It was Pastor Martin Neimoller who then weote, "In
Germany they first came for the communlsts. T didn't speak

up hecause I wasn't & communist. Then they came for the Jews,
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came
for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up begause I waan't a
Catheolic. Then they came for me...and by that time no one was
left to speak op.”

Sincerely,

Wes Thiman
WO thl
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