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SEATTLE ARTS COMMISSION 
Draft Minutes 
Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, October 11, 2016 
City Hall, Room 370

Commissioners present: Juan Alonso-Rodriguez, Jeff Benesi, Cassie Chinn, Dawn Chirwa, Jonathan Cunningham, Steve Galatro, Ana Lester, Vivian Phillips (chair), and Sharon Williams
Commissioners absent: Priya Frank, Billy O’Neill, Tracy Rector, Kelly Rodriguez, Gian-Carlo Scandiuzzi, S. Surface
Staff present: Payton Bordley, Calandra Childers, Randy Engstrom, Irene Gómez, Matthew Richter 
Guests present: Suryanka Kalra, Rita Meher

Call to Order: 
Vivian Phillips called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 

Approval of the September minutes
Cassie moved to approve the July minutes. Juan seconded. All present approved. 

Artist Presentation: Rita Meher, Executive Director of Tasveer
Tasveer’s mission is to inspire social change through film and art. The organization was founded in 2002, and aims to dispel stereotypes about South Asians in mainstream media. The film festival is the largest South Asian film festival in the world. It is an 11-day film festival that shows 65 films across five cities. Tasveer also runs the South Asian Women Festival, a South Asian adaptation of The Vagina Monologues. 

Cultural Facilities Fund Recommendations
Matthew Richter presented the 2016 Cultural Facilities Fund award recommendations. Funded organizations include University Heights Center, Densho, Nikkei Heritage Association of WA, MOHAI, WA trust for Historic Preservation, Frye Art Museum, Pottery Northwest, Inc., Ripple Productions, Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association, Richard Hugo House, SouthEast Effective Development, Freehold Theatre Lab Studio, and Northwest Choirs.  Matthew explained that the recommendations are the result of the peer review panel process.

Commissioners inquired about the measures taken to ensure equitable distribution of funds, specifically the office’s outreach strategies for the Cultural Facilities Fund.  

 Motion: Steve moved to approve the 2016 Cultural Facilities awards. Dawn seconded. All present approved. 

CityArtist Projects Recommendations
Irene Gómez presented the 2016 CityArtist Projects award recommendations. Of the 140 applications received, 50% were first-time applicants. Some discussion centered on outreach approaches that have helped to stimulate new applicant interest. 
Commissioners requested that geographical data of applicants and awardees be provided along with the recommendations in future. 

Motion: Dawn moved to approve the 2016 CityArtist Projects recommendations. Sharon seconded. All present approved. 

Director’s Report
The Mayor’s proposed budget was released on September 26th. Among the budget items are the new King Street Station cultural space, a new $1M capital funding program starting in 2018, increased investment in the office’s equity work, and the expansion of the office’s partnerships Seattle Schools on the Creative Advantage. The last King Street Station public meeting will be on November 5th from 10am-noon. During this meeting, the office will unveil the Olson Kundig design renderings, and present a few potential programming models for attendees to discuss.   Commission Chair Phillips agreed to complete and transmit the requisite budget response letter to City Council.  [Letter was transmitted on October 13, 2016]

New SAC Structure

[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving forward, the chair of each SAC subcommittee (Priya, Cassie, Jeff, Tracy) will form an executive committee. This committee will plan each month’s agenda together, and incorporate the work of each committee into monthly SAC meetings.  This new structure will better ensure cross-committee communication and also provide committee chairs with a better scope of items/issues within the view of the Chair and Executive Director.

CAWA Update

The Community Development & Outreach committee will draft a list of CAWA recommendations, and share the recommendations at the November SAC meeting before drafting a letter to 4Culture. Commissioners would like to focus on:
· Supporting small to mid-sized organizations
· The Creative Advantage
· Racial equity

Adjournment: 5:39 p.m.
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