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Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Outfall 171 Rehabilitation 
SEPA Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) 

 

Description of Proposal 
About two-thirds of the City of Seattle is served by combined sewers, which convey sewage and 
stormwater runoff to King County’s wastewater facilities for treatment and disposal. During storm 
events, the quantity of stormwater runoff flowing into the combined sewer system sometimes exceeds 
its capacity.  When this happens, the system overflows at combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfall 
structures designed for this purpose.  There are currently 85 outfalls in the City of Seattle where CSOs 
can occur. 

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) is responsible for maintaining and rehabilitating the CSO outfalls as 
necessary, and scheduled Outfall 171 for rehabilitation as part of the 2015-20 Outfall Rehabilitation 
Program.  Rehabilitation of Outfall 171 would also satisfy a requirement in SPU’s NPDES Permit No. 
WA0031682. 

The existing 36-inch-diameter reinforced concrete pipe outfall is functional, but the pipe bedding is 
failing and causing sink holes to form.  The existing wooden bulkhead has failed, allowing pipe bedding 
to migrate into Lake Washington, and there are signs of ongoing subsidence (large sinkholes) behind the 
bulkhead.  As an interim safety measure, concrete blocks have been installed to prohibit vehicular 
access to the adjacent lookout bulb in Chinook Beach Park. 

Project features include replacing the damaged terminal section (up to 6 feet in length), installing a new 
vault and tideflex valve to provide for fish exclusion, and replacing the existing, deteriorated 40-foot-
long wooden bulkhead at the shoreline with a new, vinyl sheet pile bulkhead. The project would include 
removal of paved concrete and asphalt surfaces and vegetation (grass and shrubs). Site restoration 
would be accomplished upon completion of outfall repairs and replacement of the bulkhead. 

Proponent 
Seattle Public Utilities 
Seattle Municipal Tower Suite 4900 
P.O. Box 34018 
Seattle, WA  98124-4018 

Location of Proposal 
CSO Outfall 171 is located at Chinook Beach Park, in the 9500  block of Rainier Ave S (King County 
Assessor’s Tax Parcel No. 8070000335), and discharges to Lake Washington at a wooden bulkhead at the 
shoreline.  The property is owned by the City of Seattle.  The Seattle City Council has assigned 
jurisdiction over a 25-foot-wide outfall alignment along the northeastern property boundary to SPU, and 
jurisdiction of the remainder of the property to the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation. The 
project is located in Section 35, Township 24 North, Range 4 East, W.M. in the Cedar/ Sammamish 
Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA 8). 

Lead Agency 
Seattle Public Utilities, the lead agency for this proposal, has determined that it does not have a 
probable significant adverse impact on the environment.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) is 
not required under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c).  This decision was made after review of a completed 
environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency.  This information is available 
to the public on request. 




