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ALLOWEDBANNED

Disposable Plastic Straws Compostable Paper Straws and 
Compostable Plastic Straws

ALLOWEDBANNED

Disposable Plastic Utensils Compostable Utensils

 » Effective July 1, 2010, food service businesses are prohibited from selling or providing  
food for consumption on or off the premises in or with disposable food service ware.

 » Effective July 1, 2018, temporary exemptions for straws and utensils expire.  
The prohibition of disposable food service ware includes a  
ban on plastic straws and plastic utensils. 

 » Approved compostable alternatives are permissible. Approved compostable indicates packaging 
and service ware that has been tested and approved at a local commercial compost facility.

Summary of Seattle’s Food Packaging Requirements (SMC 21.36.086):
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PERMIT NO. 6000

Solid Waste Branch
Commercial Composting & Recycling
700 5th Avenue, Suite 4900
PO Box 34018
Seattle, WA 98124-4018

For interpretation services please call 206-684-3000.
如需口譯服務請電 206-684-3000。

통역 서비스를 원하시면 206-684-3000 번으로 전화해 주십시오.
Wixii adeegyada turjubaanka fadlan wac 206-684-3000.

Para servicios de traducción, por favor llame al 206-684-3000.
Para sa serbisyo ng tagapagpaliwanag, tumawag sa 206-684-3000.

Muốn yêu cầu dịch vụ thông dịch xin gọi số 206-684-3000.

Contact a service provider to adjust or set up service.
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Food

Food Soiled Paper

Approved Compostable Packaging

Uncoated Paper Plates

Green Business Program
www.seattle.gov/util/GreenYourBusiness greenbusiness@seattle.gov 206-343-8505

Cans & Bottles

Empty Cups

Clean Plastic Containers & Lids

Paper & Empty Cartons
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Food waste is not allowed in the garbage.

Compost so  
life GOES on.
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