
Spring Is Here
Keep Vegetation Clear
Help water meter readers by trimming the grass, 
weeds, brush and branches around your meter box. By 
doing so, you help ensure precise meter reading and 
accurate utility bills.
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Information about your water, drainage, wastewater and solid waste utility services.

Wash Smart and 
Protect Puget Sound
When you wash your car on the street or 
driveway, the soap, automotive fluids, 
and roadway dirt from the vehicle go 
straight into nearby storm drains that 
lead directly to lakes, streams, and Puget 
Sound. This harms fish and wildlife. 
The best option is to take your car to a 
commercial car wash that reclaims the 
wash water several times before sending 
it to the sewer system for treatment. 
Learn more on how you can be part of 
making our waterways healthy at 
www.seattle.gov/util/restoreourwaters.

Need a nonprofit fundraiser? 
Visit www.charitycarwash.org today. 
This website includes a list of PSCWA 
member car wash locations.

50% Off 
Car Wash
Thank you for choosing the best 
salmon-friendly way to clean your car. 

Coming This Summer: Greener Restaurants
Composting is coming to a restaurant near you. Beginning July 1, the City of Seattle will 
require all restaurants to use only approved compostable or recyclable throw-away or 
take-out food service ware and packaging. This effort will help keep 6,000 tons of waste 
out of the landfill every year. 

Look for the new compost and recycling bins at your favorite quick-serve restaurants. 
And when you finish eating, stop, think and sort your leftovers into the new compost, 
recycling or newly downsized garbage bins. Make compost, not waste!

As recognition, this 
coupon gives you 
50 percent off your 
car wash at any 
Puget Sound Car 
Wash Association 
member location, 
including Elephant 
Car Wash in Seattle 
and Burien.

Collection of garbage, recycling, and food and yard waste can also be impacted.  
Vegetation that overhangs alleys and streets must allow at least 14 feet of overhead 
clearance for collection trucks. Street-level vegetation encroaching on the alleyway must 
also be trimmed back to the property line. If your alley or street is inaccessible you will 
receive a notice to trim the overgrowth of vegetation. Failure to comply may result in fines 
and possibly the cost of removal of the overgrowth.

  
Seattle’s  Water Is Pure and Simple

The 2009 Drinking Water Quality Report, which will arrive 
in mailboxes this June, shows that Seattle continues to have 
some of the best tasting, purest-source water in the nation.

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) regularly tests its water 
for various compounds, including metals, chemical 
contaminants and disease-causing organisms. SPU’s testing 
proved once again that Seattle’s water is of the highest 
quality

The report and testing are federal requirements for every 
water utility in the nation.

Seattle’s water comes from two rain- and snow-fed watersheds in the Cascade Mountains, 
which are carefully managed to supply clean drinking water to 1.4 million people in the 
greater Seattle area as well as downstream water flows for salmon, lakes and locks.

Because our watersheds are publicly owned, our water is not susceptible to runoff from 
development, garbage, or other sources of contaminates that might impact water quality.

Save!
B

e
rt

’s
 C

a
r 

W
a
s
h

 C
o

u
p

o
n

C ll ti f b li Expires Oct. 31, 2010

% O
ar W

50% Off 
Car Wasshh
Thank you for choosing the best 
salsalmonmon fr-frieniendlydly wa way ty to co clealeann yo rour ca carr

As nnitiitionon, th thisis
coupon gives you

cennt ot offff youyourr 
at at anyany 
uundnd CarCar 

ssociation 
rber lo locatcationion, 

including Elephphantant 
Car Wash in Seattle
and Burien.

555000%% OOOffffff

s
 C

a
r 

W
a
s
h

 C
oo

u
p

o
nn

car wa
PugPugetet 
Wash

r.

s 

e 

S !
t

s
 C

a
r 

W
a
s
h

 C
o

u
p

o
nn

t

Of
avaveve
0% Of
ar WWa

u for choosing th

000%%% OOO

n-friendlyy

As recogn

50 percen
car wawashsh 

t Sou
Wash Ass
member
i



Peak Water Rates in Effect
Peak residential water rates are in effect from May 16 through September 15 each year. Peak rates incorporate 
a three-tiered rate structure with progressively higher rates as water consumption increases. During warmer 
month, we depend on water stored in our mountain reservoirs to meet customer demand while leaving enough 
water in the rivers for fish. Peak water rates encourage customers to use water wisely.

2010 Residential Water Rates
    Inside    Outside   Shoreline and

Water Usage City Limits City Limits Lake Forest Park

Off-Peak Usage (Sept. 16 – May 15) $3.50/ccf $4.00/ccf $4.25/ccf
Peak Usage (May 16 – Sept. 15)
    First-Tier: Up to 10 ccf in 60 days $3.86/ccf $4.40/ccf $4.67/ccf
    Second-Tier: Next 26 ccf in 60 days $4.49/ccf $5.11/ccf $5.44/ccf
    Third-Tier: Over 36 ccf in 60 days $11.44/ccf $13.04/ccf $13.87/ccf

Note: One ccf equals 100 cubic feet or 748 gallons of water.

For Income-Qualified   
Seattle Homeowners
Toilets are the biggest water-user in most homes. 
Replacing old toilets with high efficiency models 
can save a family of four up to 24,000 gallons of 
water and $140 each year. You can qualify for free 
toilets AND installation by a licensed plumber, 
if you meet the following criteria and income 
guidelines:

•  You are a homeowner with a Seattle Public 
Utilities account.

•  You currently live in the home you own.
•  Your existing toilets were manufactured before 

1994.
•  You meet income guidelines for your household 

size (examples below).

Household  Annual
      Size   Income
 1  $ 28,560 
 2  $ 37,344 
 3  $ 46,140 
 4  $ 54,924 
 5  $ 63,708 
 6  $ 72,492 

Contact Minor Home Repair at (206) 448-5751 (TTY (206) 448-5025) or e-mail the City 
of Seattle’s Utility Discount Program at UDP@seattle.gov for more information. 

ostt homes

Free!
 Water-Saving Toilets

If you’re in the market for a new clothes
washer, the Cash for Appliances 
Washington Program is offering big rebates 
on new efficient appliances.

Customers can get up to $200 off qualifying 
clothes washers by combining the state’s 
Cash for Appliances rebate with Seattle’s 
Saving Water Partnership WashWise 
rebate of up to $100, in addition to any 
manufacturer rebates. Funds are limited and 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Things to remember:
•  Only purchases made on or after March 

15, 2010 are eligible for the Cash for 
Appliances Washington Program.

•  When purchasing a new clothes washer, 
check the qualified appliance list on the 
websites below to assure you are eligible 
for the maximum rebate.

In addition to the rebates, your new
appliance will use less water and energy,
meaning lower utility bills. 

Learn more at www.washwiserebate.com
and www.cashforapplianceswa.com, call 
toll free 1-866-632-4636, or visit your local 
retailer.

Save $200!
on Clothes Washers


