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Highland Park Detention Basin Slide Gate Replacement 

SEPA Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) 
 
Description of Proposal 
Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) owns and operates the Highland Park Detention Basin (Basin), a drainage 
facility located in an area of Seattle known as the West Duwamish Greenbelt.  It was designed to capture 
flood flows from an unnamed stream that collects drainage from the slope above the facility.  Sediments 
settle out in the Basin and flows continue downstream into a drainage system that ultimately discharges 
to the Duwamish Waterway.   
 
Immediately upland from the Basin, the facility has an existing concrete headwall that is fitted with a 
manually operated slide gate assembly.  Two corrugated metal pipes pass through the headwall: one is a 
30-inch diameter pipe, and the other is an 18-inch diameter pipe.  Under normal conditions, the 
manually operated slide gate covers the inlet to the 18-inch diameter pipe; and the unnamed stream 
flows toward the headwall, into the 30-inch diameter pipe, and then into the Basin.  During Basin 
maintenance, the slide gate was designed to be manually raised from its normal position and used to 
close-off the 30-inch diameter pipe, allowing stream flows to bypass the Basin through the 18-inch 
diameter pipe. However, it is difficult to manually position the slide gate over the 30-inch diameter pipe.  
In practice, SPU crews raise the slide gate to open the 18-inch diameter pipe and use an inflatable dam 
to close-off the 30-inch diameter pipe.  
 
To provide a more efficient operation, the proposed project would install two new metal slide gates.  
One gate would be positioned over the 18-inch diameter pipe; the second would be fitted on the 
headwall to close-off the 30-inch pipe as needed. 
 
Proponent 
Seattle Public Utilities 
Seattle Municipal Tower Suite 4900 
P.O. Box 34018 
Seattle, WA  98124-4018 
 
Location of Proposal 
The Basin is a constructed drainage facility located in the watershed of the West Duwamish Waterway in 
the Highland Park neighborhood near the intersection of Highland Park Way Southwest and West 
Marginal Way Southwest in the City of Seattle, King County, Washington (zip 98106; Section 30, 
Township 24N, Range 04E).  The project is in street right-of-way and has no street address. 
 
Lead Agency 
Seattle Public Utilities, the lead agency for this proposal, has determined that it does not have a 
probable significant adverse impact on the environment.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) is 
not required under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c).  This decision was made after review of a completed 
environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency.  This information is available 
to the public on request. 
 




