TREE AMBASSADOR POSITION DESCRIPTION

Seattle’s urban forest needs your help! Seattle has a goal to reach 30% canopy cover by 2037, growing from our current 23%. To meet that goal, we need to plant and care for 200,000 net new trees in residential areas; residential areas make up 67% of Seattle. To help meet this goal, we are recruiting Tree Ambassadors who can serve as local neighborhood advocates for our urban trees.

	PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:
	The Tree Ambassador program empowers residents to become stewards of the urban forest and serve as resources for their local community. Tree Ambassador will be trained in the basics of urban forestry, leadership and community organizing. As a Tree Ambassador, you will work in teams of 2-3 people to develop projects for your neighborhood which could include tree walks, invasive species removal workdays, and/or tree plantings. No previous tree experience necessary, only a desire to learn and a passion for urban greenery. You may apply individually or as a group.

Tree Ambassador is a project of the Green Seattle Partnership, a collaboration between the City of Seattle and the Cascade Land Conservancy. Program work is funded in part by a grant from the U.S. Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry program.

	
	

	COMMITMENT: 
	5-10 hours / month after initial training sessions
Volunteers commit to serving as a Tree Ambassador for two years

	
	

	SPECIFIC DUTIES:
	· Attend initial training workshops on Thursday evenings May 12 – June 9 and Saturdays 1/2 days May 21 and June 4 plus one final session in August, date TBD
· Attend one additional training per year
· Coordinate and lead at least 2 volunteer residential urban forest events and activities in your neighborhood
· Manage event and material needs
· Work with staff and volunteers to create a neighborhood Tree Walk
· Serve as a resource to answer neighbors’ questions on urban trees

	
	

	BENEFITS:
	· Skill development
· Opportunity to improve the urban forest in your neighborhood
· Opportunity to connect with others interested in urban greening, and to learn more about Seattle’s urban forestry efforts
· Professional technical support from staff to implement neighborhood plans
· Access to tools and resources such as free trees and mulch

	
	

	DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS:
	· Strong communication and event planning skills
· Ability to organize activities and set priorities; flexible under pressure
· Ability to maintain a positive working relationship with others
· Experience coordinating and leading volunteer events
· No tree knowledge necessary; only a desire to learn and a passion for trees
· Tree Ambassadors must live in Seattle

	
	

	QUESTIONS?:
	Jana Dilley 
jana.dilley@seattle.gov or (206) 615-1668
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TREE AMBASSADOR INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION

Note: Tree Ambassadors will be working in teams of 2-3 people per neighborhood. However, you are welcome to apply as an individual, and we will try our best to match you up with other interested people. If you would like to apply as part of a team, visit www.seattle.gov/trees/treeambassador for the team application. 

To submit completed applications:
	By email 
Jana.dilley@seattle.gov 

	By post
Jana Dilley
City of Seattle Office of Sustainability
P.O. Box 94729
Seattle, WA 98124



Applications are due April 24, 2011
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Name:   ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ________________________

Email:  _________________________

Neighborhood: __________________________

1. Please describe (in 200 words or less) why you are interested in this program, including the urban forestry issues you would be interested in working on in your neighborhood.











2. Please list any previous community leadership experience you have had, or describe an event you have organized.








3. If accepted into this program, would you be able to attend the training and commit to being a Tree Ambassador for at least 2 years?     _____ Yes	_____ No

If no, please explain.







4. Briefly describe a past experience you’ve had working as part of a team.
















5. Please provide one reference from a person you have worked on a team with in the past.
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