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What is urban forestry?

Urban forestry is the care and management of 

trees and understory plants in urban areas for 

the purpose of improving the urban

environment.



Wild forest vs. urban forest



The importance of trees



Background



Seattleôs commitment

Seattleôs urban forest is a 

thriving and sustainable 

mix of tree and 

understory species and 

ages that creates a 

contiguous and healthy

ecosystem that is valued

by the City and all Seattle 

residents as an essential 

environmental, economic, 

and community asset



Urban Forest Stewardship Plan

ÅEstablishes goals - 30% 

citywide canopy cover 

ÅLong-, mid-, and short-

term strategies for 

achieving goals

Å Implemented through 

annual workplans

ÅManaged via inter-

departmental team

ÅTo be updated in 2018



1. Create an ethic of stewardship



2. Replace/enhance benefits



3. Expand canopy to 30% by 2037



4. Increase health/longevity


