








Building the System
Over the next six years of Bridging the Gap funding, the plan recommends pedestrian projects 
Along the Roadway and Across the Roadway in High Priority Areas, including:

Sidewalks
158 block face equivalents••  (26 block face equivalents annually)

Significant Crossing Treatments (e.g., signals, crossing islands)
18 intersections (3 intersections annually) ••

Smaller Crossing Treatments (e.g., curb ramps, crosswalks)
579 intersections (96 intersections annually)••

Maintenance - Along the Roadway
sidewalk repair and replacement, asphalt shims, vegetation maintenance and ••
management, and tree pruning

Maintenance - Across the Roadway 
crosswalk marking maintenance, repair of tactile warning strips, and signage replacement ••
and repair

The proposed improvements through Bridging the Gap represent a small portion of the potential 
projects and programs that could improve walkability in Seattle. The analysis summarized on the 
previous pages describes the process that will be used to determine project locations. If additional 
funding sources become available in the future, there are many opportunities for improvements 
both along and across the roadway that have been identified using this analysis.

1 A block face equivalent is 330 feet x 6 feet.
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Performance Measures
The Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan goals are long-term outcomes toward which programs or 
activities are directed. Goals are the launching point for performance measures and answer the 
question, "What is the plan designed to do?"

A performance measure is a specific target that should be achieved through the plan.  
Performance measures answer the question, "How will the plan's successes be measured?"  
Performance measures provide guidance for implementation of the plan and determine the 
progress made towards meeting the plan's goals of safety, equity, vibrancy, and health.
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Performance Measure

Safety Goal
Reduce the number and 
severity of crashes 
involving pedestrians.

Baseline Target

Rate of crashes involving 
pedestrians

Calculated using 2008 total 
reported crashes divided by 
pedestrian trips (as measured 
in the 2006 Puget Sound 
Regional Council Household 
Travel Survey)

Decreasing rate

	

Change in vehicle speeds on 
identified corridors

Measured 85th percentile 
vehicle speed on identified 
corridors

Reduction in 85th percentile 
vehicle speeds

School participation in 
pedestrian safety, education, 
and encouragement programs

Total number of public schools 
that participated in a program 
in 2008

Reach all schools in 10 years. 
Average 10 schools per year. 

Driver and pedestrian 
awareness of pedestrian laws

Knowledge, Attitudes, and 
Behavior (KAB) survey results 
(2009)

Increasing awareness
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Performance Measures

Equity Goal
Make Seattle a more walkable city for all 
through equity in public engagement, 
service delivery, accessibility, and capital 
investments.

City investments toward the 
Top Tier projects in High 
Priority Areas

Inventory/proposed project list Percent increase in system 
completion each year

Increase public engagement 
about pedestrian issues

Number of "hits" on Seattle 
Pedestrian Program web page 
in 2007

Increasing number of "hits"

Increase transit ridership Number of boardings and 
alightings (by stop or route) in 
2008

Percent increase

Mode share (more people 
walking)

Percentage of trips made on 
foot (as measured in the 2006 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
Household Travel Survey)

Increasing percentage of trips

Baseline Target
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Increase pedestrian volumes in 
selected count locations

Performance Measures

Vibrancy Goal
Develop a pedestrian environment that 
sustains healthy communities and supports a 
vibrant economy.

Baseline Target

Volume of pedestrians in 
selected count locations 
throughout the city

Increase streetscape vibrancy Number of street use permits 
that include streetscape 
elements

Increasing number 
of permits

Increasing number of 
pedestrians in selected count 
locations over time
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Health Goal
Raise awareness of the important role 
of walking in promoting health and 
preventing disease.

Performance Measures Baseline Target

Increase number of children 
walking or biking to or from 
school

Number of children walking to 
school as measured in school 
travel surveys completed by 
schools participating in the 
Federal Safe Routes to School 
program (before and after 
surveys)

Self-reported physical activity Percent of respondents 
reporting little or no physical 
activity

Decreasing percentage

Increasing number of trips
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Commitment and Thanks

The Seattle Pedestrian Advisory Board was created 
in 1993 and became a permanent organization in 
1997. It has eleven citizen volunteers who serve two-
year terms (renewable once) and one Get Engaged 
volunteer who serves for one year. 

The Board is charged with the following:

Advise the Mayor, City Council, and all City ••
departments and offices on matters related to 
pedestrians, including the impact City actions 
may have on the pedestrian environment;

Contribute to all aspects of the City's planning and development processes that may affect ••
pedestrian safety and access; and

Promote improved pedestrian safety and access by evaluating and recommending changes ••
to City design guidelines and policies. 

In keeping with these responsibilities, the Board has been given the task to champion the plan 
as it is transformed from a document on a screen into a vibrant expression of Seattle's vision to 
become the nation's most walkable city. We are excited that this day is here because the Board 
has supported this initiative for a long time. But we can't do it without your help. We encourage 
you to get involved! We look forward to a dialogue with residents from all parts of Seattle, with 
businesses, and with City officials.

Stewardship

Mayor Nickels charged the Seattle Department of Transportation 
(SDOT) with making Seattle the most walkable city in the nation. The 
Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan lays out the path to get us there.

Many thanks go to the Mayor and Council for their leadership. 
The Pedestrian Master Plan Advisory Group and the Seattle 
Pedestrian Advisory Board did an outstanding job of bringing a broad 
perspective to this work. Two SDOT employees in particular also 
must be thanked. Barbara Gray and Jennifer Wieland created and 
shepherded this effort from its inception to this final product. They 
deserve much of the credit for the innovative and comprehensive 

approach shown in this document.

SDOT has already begun to use the Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan to prioritize and implement 
projects. We pledge to continue to use this work in the development of our planning, policies, 
projects, operations, and maintenance of the transportation system.

We are truly on our way to meeting Mayor Nickels' challenge to make Seattle the most walkable 
city in the nation.  

Grace Crunican, Director
Seattle Department of Transportation



http://www.seattle.gov/mostwalkablecity.htm




