Westlake Avenue North Parking Workgroup

December 19, 2007
6:00 - 8:00 pm

South Lake Union Armory, 860 Terry Avenue North 
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Mike Estey welcomed attendees and began the meeting with an apology to the members if they did not feel he had been communicating in a timely way.  He went on to discuss the upcoming start of the paid parking:
· 17 pay stations have been installed.
· Space numbering has been completed.
· Parallel spaces have been marked.
· There is more signage to install.
· SDOT intends to “go live” with paid parking the week of January 7, 2008.
A question came up as to SDOT’s timeline for sharing occupancy data on the new parking plan.  Mike agreed to provide the group a baseline count and any information collected in December.  SDOT previously committed to meet with the group for a performance assessment about three months after implementation, which will be early- to mid- April.  Relevant interim data will be distributed by e-mail as warranted. 

The discussion continued based largely on the compiled photographs and notes that were distributed from Lynn Reister’s and Bill Weherenberg’s walk along the area to be converted to paid parking.   Issues discussed included:

Capturing more parking spaces:  Some members noted that SDOT did not seem to be trying to gain additional parking spaces.  Mike responded that SDOT is trying to capture additional spaces where feasible.  As an example, SDOT has found spots that can be marked for motorcycles only.  He also reported that the corridor is required to have 22 disabled access spaces and there are currently 26, so 4 spaces can be returned to general parking once any related dumpster issues are also addressed.   

Dumpsters:  Mike reported that it has been more complicated than anticipated to come up with a method to organize and control the dumpsters.  As a general rule, permanently-placed privately owned objects such as dumpsters are not allowed in the right-of-way.  Westlake may have to be an exception because many entities have no other place to put them, but within the City there are no standards to regulate them when they are in the right-of-way.  SDOT will continue to work on a plan for handling the dumpsters and share it with the group, including any combined SDOT/Workgroup outreach to the relevant dumpster owners.
Lake Union Loop Trail:  The loop trail, a bicycle and walking trail around the perimeter of Lake Union, was announced by Mayor Nickels in his budget presentation to City Council on September 17.  Some group members expressed frustration that SDOT had not informed the group before; however, in reality, SDOT was only informed of it shortly before the Mayor’s speech.  SDOT has received design direction to eliminate obstructions along the loop trail as much as possible.  Obstructions include signage, pay stations, and protruding cars.
Wheel stops:  Some group members questioned the addition of wheel stops in some of the parking spaces, arguing that the curb edge already acts as a wheel stop.  Mike explained that the wheel stops were placed in order to keep car bumpers out of the loop trail path.  Lynn Reister requested that it go on the record that she objects to the new wheel stops because the curb edge was meant to be a wheel stop and there is no need for more.  The group concluded that objections to the wheel stops or the Lake Union Loop Trail in general should be voiced to the Mayor’s office. 
Pay station placement in parking stalls:  Mike explained that 2 of the 17 pay stations had to be placed in parking stalls for two reasons: 1) because of the loop trail described above, and 2) because the curvature of the corridor interrupts sight lines to the pay stations from the parking for users and Parking Enforcement.  Cam Strong and Bill Wehrenberg reminded Mike that they had suggested some alternative locations when they toured the corridor with him.  Mike agreed to reconsider the other locations and get back to the group, although there may not be time to move the units before the implementation day. 
Parallel parking spaces:  Some group members expressed concern that the parallel spaces had to be delineated in order to number them for pay-by-space parking.  Mike verified that SDOT had considered using pay-and-display for the parallel parking and concluded that it would cost more, delay the project, and most importantly be a source of great confusion to parking customers.  He also noted that there are 59 delineated vehicle spaces, and in several SDOT counts there had never been 59 vehicles parked there.  (The counts did not include the spaces marked in the load zone in the 1515 Westlake area, as those were mistakenly painted and will be removed.)
Load/unload spaces:  It was discussed and decided that non-marina, 20-minute load/unload spaces along the corridor will be in effect Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (with payment only required Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.) 20-minute load/unload areas in front of the marinas, however, will be in effect 24/7 (with payment only required Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Other parking space opportunities:  Group members asked if parking could be installed along what is now marked “Fire Lane” and “No Parking,” and along the curved curb near the 1200 block that is currently painted red.  Mike said he would check into it and let them know.
Parks Department parking at south end:  Cam Strong stated that he had spoken to the project manager for the South Lake Union Park who told him that the parking is actually in SDOT right-of-way so could be retained as parking.  Mike agreed to find out, but warned that suggesting changes to the existing design may be a highly charged political issue and not just one of departmental jurisdiction.  
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