Parking Stories: July 11 – 19, 2013


July 19, 2013
Paid Parking Petition Has Met Signature Goal, Organizers Say
A petition opposing newly installed areas of paid parking around the resort has received sufficient numbers of signatures, according to organizers, but the effort will continue until this month’s deadline. Last month the majority of the City Council voted to approve an ordinance that will enact new areas of paid parking to bring in additional revenue and help close a budget gap. 

July 19, 2013
Civilians to Issue Parking Tickets in Malibu
Car troubles may delay a group of civilian volunteers from issuing parking tickets in Malibu. Volunteers on Patrol are set to start issuing parking tickets Saturday. But repairs on the single patrol car used by the volunteers could halt this weekend’s plans. The volunteers have been doling out warnings since the Fourth of July weekend.
Tickets could run a driver between $50 and $70, and the money will be split between Los Angeles County and the city of Malibu.

July 19, 2013
Parking fights flare along Cedar Springs
Residents along a stretch of Hall Street near the Cedar Springs strip are trying to prohibit club-goers from parking on their block on weekend nights, while a new parking plan at ilume has some residents frustrated. Residents at the Reserve on Reagan, a complex of townhomes at Hall and Reagan streets, reportedly would like to see the street rezoned for Resident Parking Only or RPO. 

July 18, 2013
Pay for on-street parking downtown with your phone
For an extra 35 cents, downtown Seattle parkers can rid themselves of searching for loose change and scraping sticky residue off their windows. The city launched a new initiative Thursday that allows drivers to use their phones to pay for on-street parking. PayByPhone can be used within the boundaries of Seneca Street, Olive Way, First Avenue and Ninth Avenue. 

July 18, 2013
Seattle rolls out pay-by-phone parking downtown
Seattle parkers can now pay by phone, but just downtown for now. The new system allows people to pay for parking downtown by phone, without using a pay station or affixing a sticker to their car, Seattle announced Thursday. Parkers can get text message updates and add time, up to the maximum period allowed. It works through PayByPhone, using the unique location number for each street, scannable QR codes and Near Field Communication tags on PayByPhone stickers. 

July 18, 2013
High-tech mobile app aims to ease parking headaches
In an effort to make parking high-tech, the City of Seattle has launched a new way to pay for parking in Seattle. 
The City is utilizing PayByPhone, a service that allows drivers to pay for parking via smartphone. "Just by using your phone, it's now faster and easier to pay for parking in Seattle," said Mayor Mike McGinn. "We're deploying technology to make it more convenient for people to visit downtown and our neighborhood business districts."

July 18, 2013-07-19
A few minutes with ... a meter man who has your safety in mind
DeAndre Hubbard is one of those guys people love to hate. But if you get to talking with him, you wonder why. Yes, he does write parking tickets for a living. But Hubbard, 49, of Detroit will tell you he’s just doing his job. By the way, Hubbard, who works for the city’s Municipal Parking Department, is also a reality TV star. “Ponytail,” as they call him on cable TV, is featured on “Parking Wars.”

July 18, 2013
Parking consulting fee: $315,339 + success fee 
Walker Parking - the Indianapolis company that authored the memo critical of Cincinnati’s parking deal - has been under a five-year contract with the city of Cincinnati since 2009 for parking services. But when the company took on additional work for the parking lease proposal, it asked for more money. The city paid the company $315,339.64 this year, specifically for its work studying the parking proposal, according to the contract amendment. 

July 18, 2013
If approved, new parking meters in York might be accompanied by higher rates
The folks in charge of York City's parking system decided Thursday that they'll wait until August to make a final decision on whether to purchase new parking-meter technology that accepts payment by credit card. Following a trial run with the technology in April and May, the city's General Authority might add the solar- and battery-powered devices to meters in high-traffic areas meters next year. 

July 18, 2013
Auburn approves purchase of seven parking kiosks 
The City of Auburn is hoping to change the way people pay for parking with the addition of seven automated kiosks to be placed downtown. The Auburn City Council recently approved a contract with Ventek International of Petaluma, Calif. to purchase seven automated parking payment kiosks for the 93-space Gay Street parking lot project located across from Auburn Bank downtown. 

July 18, 2013
City reviews parking in thriving downtown
The charm of Grapevine’s historic downtown is creating a big-city concern as visitors pile in to shop, dine and enjoy major festivals. Attracted by Main Street’s popularity, more restaurants want to locate downtown, raising parking questions that are beginning to get attention at City Hall. “Parking is tight on Main Street, there is no question about it,” said Dan Weinberger, owner of Weinberger’s Deli at 601 S. Main St. 

July 18, 2013
Parking receipt placement a safety issue in Portsmouth
The city is encouraging visitors to the downtown to be mindful of where in their vehicles they place their parking receipts in an effort to improve safety for local parking enforcement employees. Parking Division operations supervisor Tom Cocchiaro said Wednesday that the city wants people who park in certain spaces in the downtown to begin placing their pay-and-display receipts or EasyPark devices on the curbside dashboard of their vehicles.

July 18, 2013
Parking issues in Hawthorne being discussed
Different time-limit parking areas for Lafayette and Diamond Bridge avenues are being discussed by the Hawthorne Council with the hopes of introducing an ordinance at the July 24 council meeting. The ordinance will help police enforce time-limit parking on Lafayette and Diamond Bridge avenues with the hopes of benefiting the businesses on the streets. 

July 18, 2013
Va. Beach seeks reduction of late-night parking hours at Oceanfront, cites ‘behavioral issues’
Members of Virginia Beach’s Resort Advisory Commission plan to take a late-night stroll at the Oceanfront to see firsthand what goes on after families leave the resort area. The 11 p.m. Friday walk is in response to a request by the Virginia Beach Hotel-Motel Association for the city to reduce late-night parking hours at municipal and commercial lots. The association cites concerns about late-night “behavioral issues”.

July 18, 2013
Odessa Parking Ordinance Receiving Mixed Reactions
They're everywhere. And Odessa Resident Patricia Urrutia said they look ugly. She's talking about the soon-to-be illegally parked cars. They're the ones sitting on top of lawns and other unpaved area. The Odessa City Council recently passed a parking ordinance that makes it illegal to park on an unpaved area and there are mixed opinions about it.

July 18, 2013
More parking spaces! DOT to remove old meters
The city’s Department of Transportation (DOT) is coming to Bay Ridge and other southern Brooklyn neighborhoods to take out old, outdated parking meters, according to a City Council candidate, who said the removal of the old, single-space meters will free up much needed parking spaces in congested areas. You’ll still have to pay to park on commercial strips in Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, and Bensonhurst, but you’ll use a muni-meter instead of the old, single space parking meters that people had to drop quarters into, said John Quaglione, a Republican-Conservative who is running for the council seat covering the three communities.

July 18, 2013
Rolly: Parking mistake in Utah can prove dire 
Jeremy Furbish definitely screwed up. And he admits it. But the lenient way Utah regulates tow truck companies can result, perhaps, in a punishment that doesn’t fit the crime. And based on one’s financial status, illegal parking can equate to a capital offense. Furbish apologized on his Facebook page Thursday for parking Wednesday between 8-10 p.m. in a space that was marked as reserved for someone else.

July 17, 2013
Parking Looney Tunes
I recently came across this photo hashtagged with #parkingticket on Instagram. It challenges me as a parking professional. At first blush, it looks like a there is a hard-working commercial delivery driver with a large truck trying to get his load of beverages into a grocery store. Another rig is parked on the private parking lot, taking up a prime delivery spot and making it difficult for the delivery truck to turn around. But then there is that parking meter and the pesky parking enforcement officer, who seems to be issuing a citation.

July 17, 2013
Red Bank pay station improvements sought
Customers and business owners here say they’re seeking improvements for the parking pay stations that replaced meters in borough parking lots a year ago. The RiverCenter business alliance asked the borough parking authority for improvements to the existing pay stations based on customer feedback — from requests that customers be able to purchase time in 15- to 30-minute increments instead of the one-hour minimum, to suggestions that the borough install some form of shelter from the weather over them.

July 17, 2013
Vendor picked to install new parking meters
The Olympia City Council on Tuesday picked a vendor for parking meters to replace the city’s pay stations this year at an estimated cost of $611,000.Council members voted 5-1 to choose IPS Group Inc. of San Diego over a competing meter vendor, Duncan Solutions Inc. of Milwaukee, Wis., after a monthlong trial of 10 meters from each vendor on city streets. IPS rose to the top because “during the field test we had basically practically no issues with their meter,” said Karen Kenneson, business manager for Community Planning and Development. 

July 17, 2013
Chicago parking meter system called 'one of world's best'
The New York Times' DealBook blog published an opinion piece this week praising Chicago's parking meter system without noting that the author of the piece was involved in the actual deal. In the piece, Kent Rowey, a lawyer in the energy and infrastructure practice at New York law firm Allen & Overy, writes that "public-private partnerships are the ideal solution for the fiscal problems plaguing many American cities."

July 17, 2013
S.F. experiment to create parking for car sharing
As many as 900 on-street parking spaces in San Francisco will be reserved for car-sharing vehicles as soon as January under a two-year experiment approved Tuesday by the Municipal Transportation Agency. The test, which aims to increase the number of people using car sharing and expand it to all neighborhoods of the city, will set aside as many as 450 spaces for the first year of the program and up to 900 during the second. There are 281,000 on-street spaces in the city.

July 17, 2013
Sudoku of parking: Belfast looks for solutions in small numbers
City officials this week reviewed a list of ideas aimed at boosting the number of parking spaces downtown. A multi-level garage was not one of them. Instead the wide-ranging plan would reorient on-street parking on the blocks surrounding Main and High Streets, set aside zones within areas that are currently in flux, expand existing lots, and employ a host of other bite-sized adjustments in order to keep pace with increasing demand for parking downtown.

July 17, 2013
Scranton parking meter enforcement draws mixed reaction
Amy DuBois drove to a downtown Scranton café late Tuesday morning for a cool drink on a hot day and paid for a parking space with her smartphone. She read in Tuesday's Times-Tribune that the city on Monday started enforcing parking meter hours until 5 p.m. this week, and next week and thereafter will enforce hours until 6 p.m., instead of the prior 4 p.m. She said there should have been more notice given for the change.

July 17, 2013
(Not so) free parking: ACC to replace broken downtown parking meters 
From Pulaski Street to North Thomas Street and from East Broad Street to West Dougherty Street, 54 parking meters sit in need of repair or are missing altogether as of July 16, according to a map posted on the Athens Banner-Herald’s website. Many people have been inconvenienced by these parking meters, or lack thereof, but Downtown Athens Parking System has a plan of action to fix this problem.

July 16, 2013
Meter Madness: Inside the baffling, torturous, and incredibly profitable world of Seattle parking enforcement
Secreted away in a dark corner of the Seattle Police Department’s Parking Enforcement unit, there exists a letter, archived Exhibit A for Anger in its purest, most undiluted form. A twisted testimonial to anyone who has ventured near the slick edge of madness upon seeing a parking ticket tucked under their windshield wiper, the letter is celebrated the way one might celebrate a ruptured appendix preserved in a jar of formaldehyde. 

July 16, 2013
Parklets Could be Popping Up In Downtown Raleigh
Raleigh’s Urban Design Center is hosting a meetup next week to discuss parklets. These ‘sidewalk extensions’ or ‘pop-up mini-parks’ are a new trend in urban areas that attempt to bring more public space to pedestrians. Wikipedia states: A parklet is a small space serving as an extension of the sidewalk to provide amenities and green space for people using the street. 

July 16, 2013
The littlest parks could make the biggest civic changes 
Eight years after the first “parklet” occupied a parking space in San Francisco as an act of protest, these mini-parks have become a favorite “placemaking” tool of urbanists across the country. A little wood platform, some sod, tables and chairs, and boom, you’ve got a new urban park — so long as you keep feeding the meter. In San Francisco, parklets have graduated from do-it-yourself novelties to government-sanctioned parts and parcels of the urban landscape, with a little influence from New York City plazas and European open-streets movements.

July 16, 2013
NYC’s Top Parking Subsidizer, Seth Pinsky, Moves On 
Seth Pinsky, whose legacy as head of the New York City Economic Development Corporation will be years of parking-induced traffic in city neighborhoods, with taxpayers footing the bill, is headed to the private sector.
The news came this morning, via announcements from City Hall and RXR Realty, which hired Pinsky. During Pinsky’s five-year tenure, NYCEDC incentivized and financed the inclusion of suburban-style parking in development projects across the city, from Flushing to the Lower East Side, Downtown Brooklyn to Staten Island. 

July 16, 2013
Parking Meter Posts To Be Removed By August & Traffic Study Requested For 91st St & Colonial Rd 
New York City Council candidate John Quaglione (R-C-I, 43rdDistrict) is announcing that the Department of Transportation has responded to his request and all single meter parking posts along commercial streets such as 3rd and 5th Avenue, Fort Hamilton Parkway, 13th to 18th Avenues, and 86th Street, will be removed by August.  The letter did indicate that some of these meter posts will remain and retrofitted as bike racks.

July 16, 2013
Cranford parking complaints increase as pay stations undergo analysis 
The pay stations in town are causing problems for some visitors to downtown, but the issue will be addressed soon as the old pay stations are replaced. During Monday night’s Township Committee workshop meeting, Mayor Tom Hannen said he has received complaints about the pay stations, particularly at South Union and North Union. Hannen said his wife also had trouble with the pay station one day and finally put a note on her car that said the pay station meter wasn’t working, in order to avoid getting a parking ticket. He has had other complaints as well.

July 16, 2013
Scranton parking meters enforced to 6 p.m.
Like adding insult to injury, Alan Goldberg came out of a dentist appointment Monday in Scranton about 5:30 p.m. and found a parking ticket on his vehicle in the 300 block of Penn Avenue. The ticket had been written at 4:53 p.m. and his parking meter was expired. Last week that $30 parking ticket (or $20 if paid within 24 hours) wouldn't have even been issued.

July 16, 2013
Parking opponents point to memo; backers call it flawed
Opponents of Cincinnati’s parking lease hope a recently released memo prompts a halt to the plan, but officials say they’re continuing to study the deal before finalizing it. Both the city and Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority have signed the deal, which promises $92 million up front and $3 million a year for the city. Critics persist, though, insisting the deal isn’t right for the city and that officials haven’t been transparent about the process. 

July 16, 2013
Parking meters are an unpopular fact of life in downtown Tulsa
The parking meter turns 78 on Tuesday, but don't expect any birthday presents. The nation's first parking meters were installed July 16, 1935, in Oklahoma City. Tulsa now has hundreds, maybe thousands, of metered spots that inspire everything from a little appreciation to much anger. In fact, even some downtown merchants - whose businesses supposedly benefit from parking meters keeping spots open - are ambivalent about the devices. 

July 16, 2013
Reinstalling Coin Parking Meters Cost City $35,000
Over the next several weeks, the City of Reno will be reinstalling coin parking meters throughout the downtown area. If you drive around downtown, you'll notice the old smart meters are covered in "out of service" signs." In all, the city plans on reinstalling over 600 meters. "We need to make sure we have those in, so we have good turnover of vehicles. 


July 16, 2013
Downtown parking changes coming
Stiffer fines and longer parking times are just some of the changes residents could see in downtown Silverton if the City Council goes along with a committee’s recommended changes to parking rules. Among them: Establish a parking enforcement position; Prohibit downtown residents, employees and business owners from parking in the downtown core area from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

July 15, 2013
DC’s Scaled-Back Parking Reforms Still Way More Ambitious Than NYC’s 
For five years, Washington, DC, has been preparing a comprehensive rewrite of its zoning code — including the elimination of parking minimums in areas well-served by bus or rail. Under pressure from opponents afraid it would make it harder for them to find on-street parking, DC planning chief Harriet Tregoning announced on Friday that the city will scale back its parking reforms. 

July 15, 2013
Syracuse settles with Murbro, vows to keep better track of parking revenues 
Murbro Parking Inc. paid $125,000 in late June to settle a dispute with the city that began 18 months ago, when Mayor Stephanie Miner accused the company of stealing money from city parking garages that Murbro managed.
By the time the settlement was reached, Miner's accusations of criminal "theft" and "fraud'' had been dismissed by county prosecutors, who said there was no evidence to support them.

July 15, 2013
Three parking fines for using time-saving app
A BUSY tradesman was left fuming after his time-saving smartphone app landed him with three parking tickets. Chris Harris, 33, saw the RingGo app on a Plymouth City Council parking machine. But within days of downloading and using it, he came back to his car to find a parking ticket on the windscreen, even though he had paid up. When the plasterer contacted the council he was told he would have to write in and appeal in the usual way.

July 15, 2013
Scooter parking solutions sought in Toronto motion
For years, scooter users in Toronto have felt free to park at the edge of city sidewalks beside bicycles. But this spring, police began ticketing "limited speed motorcycles" parked on sidewalks and boulevards, stirring anger among scooter users. Parking scooters and motorcycles on sidewalks is illegal, but police only began actively enforcing the bylaw this spring, catching many scooter owners by surprise.

July 15, 2013
New placards aim to beat disability parking cheats 
The design — a yellow-and-gray-striped placard with a disability insignia — has been unveiled. The applications — about 55,000 a week — are being sent out. And based on the number turned in so far, state officials are hopeful a new disability-parking placard that’s being rolled out will do what Illinois lawmakers wanted: Drastically reduce the number of people who qualify to park for free at meters — and, as a result, cut down on the number of able-bodied cheaters who use disability-parking placards or license plates to avoid paying to park.

July 15, 2013
No more free parking
It’s three strikes and you’re out for the 450 judges who tool around with park-anywhere-you-want “POLICE” placards on their dashboards. The parking passes are an invitation to abuse, and judges are abusing them plenty — while having no professional need to have them. First, the Daily News caught Manhattan Supreme Court Justice Emily Jane Goodman, who has since left the bench, using a placard to park her black Audi A4 Quattro at expired meters near her upper West Side apartment.



July 15, 2013
Quote of the day: Edward Glaeser on the cost of parking
I do not often agree with Edward Glaeser, author of Triumph of the City, but I certainly do here as he writes in the Boston Globe about the cost of parking, whether on the street or when required in new buildings. Minimum-parking requirements are a second wrong that doesn’t make a right. The original wrong is that we’ve never charged automobiles properly for using city streets, either for driving or parking.

July 15, 2013
Parking minimums aren’t disappearing
On Friday, D.C. planning director Harriet Tregoning announced she’s giving into yet another demand from zoning update opponents: to reduce rather than eliminate minimum parking requirements in transit-rich areas outside downtown Will this smooth the path forward for the remaining provisions, or only put other progressive changes at risk? Until last week, the plan from the Office of Planning (OP) was to eliminate parking minimums downtown and along corridors with Metro, streetcar or high-frequency bus lines. 

July 14, 2013
Tuscaloosa moving vendors out of public parking spaces
As Northport prepares to enact strict legislation against street-based vendors, Tuscaloosa City Hall is making policy changes related to vendors as well. On Tuesday, the City Council will vote on whether to grant a new franchise license to Benny's Hotdogs, the only regular street vendor in the downtown area. Despite opposition from some downtown bar and restaurant owners, Mayor Walt Maddox has voiced his support for approving it.

July 14, 2013
City takes bold lead in drawing a line on new parking
PERHAPS THE biggest hurdle in getting smart, talented young people to stay in Boston is the price of housing. One of the drivers of the high cost of housing, as detailed by Casey Ross in “City wants a cutback on new parking” (Page A1, July 5), is the added expense of providing parking. The Fenway neighborhood is heartened to hear public acknowledgment by the city, through the mayor’s office, Boston Transportation Department, and Boston Redevelopment Authority, that parking requirements for new housing will be relaxed. 

July 14, 2013
Reno cuts Curb System parking kiosks
If you were out driving around Reno Saturday, you might have noticed all the electronic parking kiosks are out of service. After more than two years of doing business, the City of Reno is cutting ties with Curb System, the company that runs the machines, saying they didn't keep up their end of the deal. Assistant City Manager Cadence Matijevich said the city issued informal requests and two separate 120-day warnings before the termination. 

July 14, 2013
Cost of beach parking rises with the heat
How much would you pay to park on Hampton Beach? Though the municipal lots on Ashworth Avenue, Church Street and Island Path are capped at $20 in the town's bylaws, private lot owners are charging higher prices than ever before, said Vic DeMarco, who's been running the municipal lots for 13 years. You've been on the highway for two hours. It's 90 degrees and the kids are screaming in the back seat. 

July 14, 2013
Parking meters returning to parts of downtown Reno
Remember those machines called parking meters, the ones that used to sell you time in parking slots all over downtown Reno? Well, get used to keeping coins in your car once again, because they're coming back. Back in March, the Reno City Council gave system developer Curb System 120 days to fix glitches and finish getting the electronic parking kiosks in reasonable working order. 



July 14, 2013
D.C. planners drop proposal to end minimum parking rule for developers
Bowing to vocal opposition, District planners have backed off a controversial proposal to eliminate long-standing requirements that developers in some areas include parking spaces in their projects. The decision not to wholly abandon “parking minimums” in outlying neighborhoods served by Metrorail and high-frequency bus lines comes as planners prepare to submit a wholesale rewrite of the city’s zoning code for approval by the Zoning Commission and shortly after opponents repeated their concerns at a council hearing.

July 13, 2013
Don’t require more spaces; price curbside ones properly
THE BOSTON Redevelopment Authority has permitted a 54-unit building in Charlestown with only 43 parking spaces, and the neighborhood appears to be aghast. If the city’s main planning agency doesn’t mandate enough off-street parking for new buildings, current residents may have to compete harder for limited on-street parking. But far from “sticking their heads in the sand,” as one Allston community activist put it, the BRA is right to regulate more lightly — especially when its existing regulations artificially encourage automobile congestion. 

July 13, 2013
‘No parking' warning is a no-no on exclusive Sasco Hill
A Fairfield woman who parked her car on Sasco Hill Road the evening of July 3 and walked to Sasco Beach to watch the town of Westport's fireworks had an unwelcome surprise when she returned to her car. It wasn't a ticket from police, but a plastic bag placed on her windshield that contained four computer printout photographs of her Subaru Outback -- two showing the front, two showing the back of the car -- and a sheet of white paper on which the words, "No Parking Please" was printed in large letters, along with the date, time and the Sasco Hill address of the person who presumably left the bag.

July 13, 2013
Parking drives neighbour disputes
Disputes over parking account for around a third of all quarrels between neighbours, according to an AA/Populus survey, MSN News reports. Parking bust-ups are most prevalent in northeast and southeast England, the poll of 23,450 AA members found. The biggest beef between neighbours is the blocking of access to a property or driveway, followed by parking outside a neighbour's home.

July 13, 2013
City moves to boost parking meter patrols
If you've been parking without paying at downtown Stockton meters - and getting away with it - your days without anybody noticing are numbered. The nation's largest bankrupt city is going to add four full-time parking-enforcement positions in the hope it will generate revenue and help free up community service officers within the Stockton Police Department. 

July 13, 2013
Reno parking: Out with the new, in with the old
Two years ago, Reno’s aging coin-based parking meters were replaced by a new digital parking kiosk system that could accept electronic forms of payment. But now that those digital kiosks have gone dark after the Reno City Council agreed the system wasn’t working, the old will replace the new — at least for the next few months, city officials say.

July 13, 2013
Parking restrictions sought in Millwood
Millwood City Council accepted a petition to restrict parking on sections of Stout Road and Grace Avenue.
“We want to see if the council and the mayor can do anything about our problem,” resident June King said at the council’s Tuesday meeting. “It’s been going on for months. It’s not getting much better.” The petition was signed by 29 Millwood residents. Residents complain that employees from Argonne Road businesses are parking there. 

July 13, 2013
Car-free future? Not for families
THIS CAR-FREE city thing is getting out of hand. Whoever is driving this movement probably doesn’t spend much time shuttling elderly relatives to medical appointments or picking up the kids from their friends’ houses across town. Before Boston officials give the green light to developers to build housing with little or no off-street parking, they should remember that many of the city’s residents are already driving around in an endless loop looking for a place to park.

July 13, 2013
Our View: Parking meters must accept other payments
The Carlisle Borough Council will spend $8,000 to replace older parking meters rather than spend $500,000 on new so-called “smart meters.” This penny-wise, pound-foolish plan fails to acknowledge an increasingly cashless society where change isn’t easily had. The borough says its plan has drawn attention from companies that retrofit parking meters with stickers that allow customers to pay using their smartphones. 

July 13, 2013
Failed Reno Parking System Being Dismantled
Workers were out early Saturday morning posting "Out of Service" signs on the digital parking kiosks in downtown Reno. The kiosks were part of a parking system the City of Reno contracted Curb System, LLC to operate. But almost as soon as they were installed, the kiosk system had problems. Those problems included multiple failures of working kiosks including kiosks failing to accept payment. 

July 12, 2013
The Beauty of car2go Parkspots & Transit
One of the things that makes car sharing so advantageous is its ability to be seamlessly part of a car-free individual’s multimodal network. If transit doesn’t run at a certain time or doesn’t serve a certain place, car share can be used to fill those gaps, particularly when walking or biking aren’t feasible.  car2go parkspots are a perfect example of this: designated spaces reserved only for car2go vehicles which are located at strategic points across a city, like hospitals, transit stations, etc.

July 12, 2013
Tregoning: Parking Minimum Elimination Was “Really Wigging People Out”
Public opposition led the Office of Planning to change course and scrap its plans to eliminate parking minimums in transit zones as part of its rewrite of the city's 55-year-old zoning code. "We listened, and people were really concerned about it," says Office of Planning Director Harriet Tregoning. "The absolute no required parking was really wigging people out."

June 12, 2013
A modest, metered parking proposal
I guess it was just a matter of time before our parking meters turned on us and became agents of the government.
You see, the City of Boise looks at things differently than you and I. When they see a bunch of downtown metered street parking spaces full for hour after hour after hour, that means they aren’t charging enough money for you to park there. When they see people enjoying $1-an-hour parking until 6 p.m. and then parking FOR FREE after 6 p.m. that really sets them off. 

July 12, 2013
Metered parking on Maplewood Ave. recommended
The Parking and Traffic Safety Committee voted Thursday to recommend the city begin charging for parking in front of businesses along a stretch of Maplewood Avenue. The recommendation involves the city installing a pay-and-display kiosk for nine spaces in front of businesses at 118 Maplewood Ave., on the same side of the street as North Mill Pond. The area, which is in the Northern Tier, is one of the few places in the city where motorists can park for free.

July 12, 2013
Parking lots remain mandatory
DC planning director Harriet Tregoning announced today that minimum parking requirements in transit-oriented neighborhoods will remain in the new zoning code. As part of its rewrite of the zoning code, DC's Office of Planning (DCOP) had proposed eliminating mandatory parking requirements in the densest, most transit-friendly parts of the city. Anyone who wanted to build parking would still be allowed to do so, but it wouldn't be mandatory. 

July 12, 2013
Parking bonus vanishing in Salem: Free minutes ending at more meters
The time-honored tradition of searching for a parking space with extra minutes left on the meter is coming to an end in the heart of downtown Salem. Ground sensors were installed this week in parking spaces along Washington Street with new smart meters that will wipe out leftover time as soon as a car pulls out of a space. “It’s one of life’s little pleasures, and they’re taking it away,” said Paula Graziani of Caffe Graziani, a Washington Street restaurant.

July 12, 2013
D.C. parking ticket problems: City responds to Parkmobile App issues
It started with a trip to the Smithsonian and two hours of parking at a D.C. meter. But it ended with Christen Eliason getting a ticket despite using her Parkmobile App to pay for parking. The ticket was given to her at 3:28 p.m. even though her parking would have expired a little after 4 p.m. She challenged the ticket, sending the DMV a receipt clearly showing the ticket was an error.

July 12, 2013
Illegal Parking In Handicapped Spaces Continues To Be A Problem
I rode along with Odessa Police today on the look out for handicapped parking violations across the city. And you'd be surprised to learn that people say they just didn't see the sign. It’s a problem that officer Ramos sees everyday. "With the number of people in the basin now and the limited amount of parking, sometimes the only spaces are handicapped spots,” said Officer Roy Ramos of the Odessa Police Department.

July 11, 2013
Martinez doubles long-term hourly parking rate to 50 cents
The hourly rate for long-term parking downtown will double to 50 cents in the fall. The City Council agreed Wednesday to raise the rate for 10-hour parking spaces and buy 165 credit card-enabled, single-space parking meters. The city plans to install the new meters near the courts along Willow, Mellus, Pine and Court streets to accommodate jurors. The city ended the long-standing, informal practice of free juror parking in May.

July 11, 2013
Buffalo parking meter revenue rises twice what thieves stole 
Since James Bagarozzo and Lawrence Charles were arrested and accused of stealing thousands of dollars in quarters from city parking meters they were supposed to be repairing, City Hall has seen a significant increase in revenue from those meters. In fact, the increased meter revenue – $600,000 – is more than double the amount Bagarozzo and Charles later admitted stealing.

July 11, 2013
Handicap parking flap raises awareness, opportunity
The recent flap over a Shreveport police officer parking his unit in what appeared to be a handicapped-designated space at a local restaurant has raised awareness, and created an opportunity to get the word out about what can be done to call out violators. When asked if he sees handicapped parking violations a lot, Shreveport's Downtown Development Authority street supervisor Eric White says, "It's our biggest problem." 

July 11, 2013
Standard Parking Announces Recent Contract Awards
Standard Parking Corporation, a leading provider of parking management, ground transportation and other ancillary services, today announced several recent contract awards. The awards reflect activity across a variety of end markets served by the Company's diverse operating divisions. Central Parking was awarded a multi-service management contract at the GM Renaissance Center in Detroit, Mich. 


