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May 15, 2006 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed On-Street Parking Plan for Uptown  
 
Dear Uptown residents, business owners, and property owners:  
 
As you may know, Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) is considering expanding paid 
parking and the residential parking zone (RPZ) in Uptown/Lower Queen Anne this summer. 
SDOT has already started to convert traditional single-space meters to pay stations. Earlier this 
year, SDOT began studying a potentially large area for installing more paid on-street parking. 
SDOT has scaled back the planned paid parking expansion after careful review of on-street 
parking conditions, area land uses, and community concerns. This letter and map describe 
the proposed plan on which SDOT is seeking feedback until Tuesday May 30, 2006.  
 
SDOT received a tremendous number of comments from participants at Uptown Alliance 
meetings in March and April, as well as emails, letters and direct phone contact with SDOT staff. 
Most comments have been from residents supportive of the RPZ expansion and opposed to more 
paid parking. Many residents leave their car parked on-street during the day and get to work by 
bus or walking, which is supportive of the City’s transit and environmental goals. Several 
businesses have been supportive of additional paid parking to help with access for their 
customers. Employees expressed concerns about the loss of free, all-day on-street parking.  
 
Proposed Parking Changes  
 
The attached map shows the areas now proposed for paid parking and the RPZ expansion (now 
on blocks north of Seattle Center): 

• Paid parking: Along parts of 1st Avenue West, Queen Anne Avenue, 1st Avenue North, 
Warren Avenue North, and 2nd Avenue North between West Roy / Roy Street and Denny 
Way, as well as along Roy Street and several Seattle Center properties. These streets have 
retail, commercial, events or office development where parking turnover is critical for 
visitors and business customers. Many of these streets have 1- and 2-hour signs where the 
time-limits are being abused and parking turnover is not occurring as intended.  

• RPZ Zone 13 expansion: Along several east-west streets to provide residents better 
access to on-street parking during the day and evening. Zone 13 allows 2-hour non-
permit holder visitor parking from 7 AM-6 PM Monday-Saturday, and exclusive RPZ 
parking from 6 PM-Midnight Monday-Sunday.  

SDOT has preliminarily decided to not use a petition to install an RPZ in this 
neighborhood. All residents living within the boundaries of 2nd Avenue West, West 
Roy/Roy Street, 2nd Avenue North, and Denny Way will be eligible to purchase an RPZ 
permit.  
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SDOT recognizes that changes from free to short-term paid parking can be a challenging 
transition. On-street parking in Uptown is often packed, and paid parking can encourage area 
employees and Seattle Center visitors to more appropriately park in off-street lots, thereby 
opening up spaces for customers and visitors. Parking enforcement officers can more easily 
enforce parking time limits with pay stations compared to 1- and 2-hour signs because they do 
not need to make a second trip to check vehicle compliance with the time limit.  
 
Next Steps  
 
Uptown residents, businesses and property owners are encouraged to provide comments on the 
attached map to Mary Catherine Snyder, SDOT project manager, by May 30, 2006. Contact 
information is below. The City Traffic Engineer will make a final decision about when to install 
pay stations and the RPZ in early June. Any new pay station installation will start after that time. 
SDOT will send a mailing, likely in mid-June, to all residents, businesses and property owners 
about this decision, the pay station installation schedule and RPZ permit availability.   
 
For More Information  
 
Please contact Mary Catherine Snyder, the Seattle Department of Transportation project 
manager, at 206-684-8110 or marycatherine.snyder@seattle.gov. Information is also available at 
www.seattle.gov/transportation/parking/.  
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NEW ON-STREET PARKING PROPOSAL FOR UPTOWN
Please Provide Comments by Tuesday May 30, 2006

NOTE: This map shows only existing meters and areas where SDOT is proposing
new paid parking and expansion of the Zone 13 Residential Parking Zone. Bus stops,
driveways, passenger loading zones and commercial vehicle loading zones are NOT
shown. Printed: May 15, 2006
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For more information, please contact Mary Catherine Snyder at SDOT at 206-684-8110 
or marycatherine.snyder@seattle.gov.

Existing Parking Meters
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