Parking Stories: September 6 – 14, 2012 


September 14, 2012
Sunday street parking charges about to start
Motorists in Bristol are set to be hit by the introduction of Sunday on-street parking charges. The new charges, which also cover bank holidays, will be rolled out in the city centre in October at first, with the rest of the city following early next year. The new charges will be applied in the areas where you already have to pay for on-street parking Monday to Saturday. Bristol City Council said the charges should ease the problem with parking in the centre by ensuring shoppers or workers did not occupy one space for the entire day.

September 14, 2012
Nyack Extends New Parking Hours; Some Merchants Upset 
After several months of sampling a transformed parking structure downtown—and fielding a flurry of complaints—Nyack has decided to extend the test run. The test period comes to a close Saturday, Sept. 15, and local lawmakers decided Thursday night to lengthen that period until November. The board is still able to modify or change the rules at any time, said mayor Jen Laird-White.

September 14, 2012
Special Parking for Hybrids
My wife took four grandkids to the Adventure Aquarium in Camden, New Jersey.  Looking for a parking space, she noticed the usual handicapped parking spots near the entrance, but also parking spaces reserved for hybrid vehicles.  The Aquarium, though not government-run, appears concerned about environmental issues and apparently tries to encourage energy conservation by making a visit easier for those who have chosen energy-efficient vehicles. 

September 14, 2012
Parking Authority furloughs its employees
With no money, no assets and no work to do, the Scranton Parking Authority furloughed 15 employees early Thursday. Now it has no employees, except for solicitor Joseph O'Brien. He spent the week picking up the pieces after the authority's assets were seized by a court-approved receiver in the wake of a bond default. "Because the receiver took over all bank accounts and all assets, we can't pay employees and certainly can't keep people working," Mr. O'Brien said

September 13, 2012
Replacing Parking Lost to the Alaskan Way Viaduct Project
Did you hear? SDOT and WSDOT have partnered to develop a $30 million mitigation plan to address the parking lost due to the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project. This plan would create short-term parking (less than four-hours) nearby in the Seattle waterfront and Pioneer Square areas that is both convenient and affordable. Also, part of the money would be used to bring  additional short-term parking to the waterfront and Pioneer Square, including partnerships for mixed-use facilities with public, short-term parking.

September 13, 2012
Scranton Parking Authority expects council to help cover debt
The Scranton Parking Authority expects city council to help cover a loan payment that's due Saturday to avoid another default of the agency, SPA's attorney said Wednesday. SPA has a $930,000 bond payment due in two days and needs the city to cover $325,000 of the bond amount, SPA solicitor Joseph O'Brien said. The city guarantees the debt, and officials from the city and SPA have been working diligently over the past two weeks to reach an accord that does not repeat the divisive situation of June 1, when SPA was forced into a default on a $1 million bond payment by council's refusal to cover that bill, Mr. O'Brien said.


September 13, 2012
SLO parking forum gets heated
A public outreach effort by the city of San Luis Obispo over a possibly expanding parking ordinance seemed to go nowhere fast. For the past few weeks, the city has posted a survey on its website, asking residents what—if anything—they thought should be done about oversized vehicles and trailers parked on city streets. By oversized vehicles, we’re talking those generally longer than 20 feet, such as passenger vans, all the way to semi trucks.

September 13, 2012
Duluth taking steps to make downtown parking easier
After months of studying parking in downtown Duluth, Tony Janowiec has found one certainty. “We believe there’s plenty of parking,” he said. Now it’s his job to make sure drivers know it as he heads up the Interstate Parking Co. and its contract to run Duluth’s off-street parking program. Witness the west side of downtown, he said, as parking on the street fills up every weekday morning.

September 13, 2012
Council could have new parking regs in October
Downtown merchants, city employees and customers want to keep the downtown’s core of art galleries, restaurants and unique shops thriving. There’s just one problem: parking. With dozens of shops and eateries squeezed in an area of a few blocks, downtown Poulsbo has 1,199 parking spaces on streets and in lots. Those studying the parking lots say there isn’t enough circulation, pushing visitors and short-term shoppers to less convenient, outlying lots.

September 13, 2012
From parking spot to park (and back)
Forget about feeding the meter for a day. Heck, forget the meter’s there. Fifteen downtown Nashville parking spaces will temporarily become parks and other types of public spaces during an event next week. Nashville will participate on Sept. 21 in PARK(ing) Day, a seven-year-old day dedicated to, as organizer Matthew Passmore puts it, “re-imagining the possibilities of the metropolitan landscape.” 

September 13, 2012
Lynchburg downtown parking revenue up this year 
Downtown parking revenue in Lynchburg was up by more than 5 percent last year compared to the year before.
The city reports its parking program generated $439,879 in the fiscal year that ended June 30. This was 5.5 percent more than the prior fiscal year and nearly 17.5 percent over budget expectations. "Everything looks a lot better than we thought it was going to be," Lynchburg Parking Authority Vice Chairman Ed Koepenick noted during a meeting earlier this week.

September 13, 2012
Hancock considers increase to parking fines
Raising the cost of a parking ticket from the current $7 to as much as $25 dollars was discussed at Wednesday’s meeting of the Hancock Town Council. “We’ve seen a decrease in revenues from parking meters,” Town Manager David Smith said.  Because of that, the position of a parking meter reader was eliminated and ticketing duties are now solely in the hands of police officers, he said.

September 12, 2012
The False Promise of High - Tech Metered Parking
Many cities looking for a quick fix are contracting for the installation of the new high-tech parking meters, as well as adopting short-term parking management programs (e.g., Performance-Based Parking, Progressive-Rate Parking, etc.), believing that they will solve their parking problems, while creating a bonanza of cash from long-term meter lease deals. While these programs and meters seem to offer a possible solution to the management of short-term metered parking, they do little to solve the problems of all parking, especially long-term.


September 13, 2012
Meter Mess: Parking kiosk problem is real, but it’s not a crisis 
It looks like Parkeon Inc. has Syracuse over a barrel. The company’s 270 parking pay stations soon will lose their ability to accept credit card payments, just two years after the card readers were installed. Parkeon’s solution is to have the city spend $2.4 million to buy all new parking pay stations. Public Works Commissioner Pete O’Connor thought that was “a great deal for the city.” 

September 12, 2012
Grants Awarded for Parking Pricing Projects
The U.S. Department of Transportation recently announced more than $363 million in grants from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to fund a wide variety of highway improvements that include the Value Pricing Pilot (VPP) Program. The VPP Program supports a variety of strategies to manage congestion on highways, including tolling highway facilities through congestion pricing, as well as other methods that do not involve tolls, such as mileage-based car insurance and parking pricing.

September 12, 2012
Nutter vetoes $4 surcharge on parking tickets
Mayor Nutter on Tuesday told Council he was vetoing a bill that would have added a $4 surcharge to Philadelphia Parking Authority tickets to pay for improved maintenance at Parks and Recreation Department facilities and for increased taxicab regulation.  The veto was not a surprise because City Solicitor Shelley Smith had written an opinion in July saying that state law demands that Parking Authority revenue be divvied up between the city and the School District according to a set formula. 

September 12, 2012
Durango considers creative parking fix
Upscale condominiums with underground garages have dominated new residential development downtown partly because city codes require on-site parking for housing. To encourage the development of more second-story apartments above downtown businesses, city staff members have proposed an off-site parking alternative in which downtown residents could pay for a “hunting license” to look for an overnight parking space at a city lot. 

September 12, 2012
Hermosa Beach strikes down plan to outsource parking enforcement
Reigniting a simmering debate on public employee costs, a proposal to possibly outsource the Hermosa Beach parking enforcement division was narrowly struck down by city leaders Tuesday amid protests from more than a dozen residents who opposed the idea. The controversial plan, rejected on a 3-2 vote, sought specifically to look into possible financial benefits of outsourcing the small community services division -- which oversees parking enforcement -- by soliciting private firms to perform the work on a contract basis. 

September 12, 2012
Fairhope tightens up on handicapped parking, going door-to-door
Illegally parking in a handicapped space will be much more expensive under an ordinance passed Monday by the City Council.  Also, someone not authorized to use a handicapped parking space will be more likely to get caught. 
The new ordinance aligns city handicapped parking regulations with state law. The first offense will earn a $50 ticket; for the second offense the fine goes to $200. Those are the minimum fines. 

September 12, 2012
Guest commentary: In downtown Detroit, a battle of parking vs. history
No matter what happens to the State Savings Bank Building in downtown Detroit, even the suggestion of turning the building into a parking garage signals that we are likely to see this type of dispute again and again. Thankfully, Triple Properties, which owns the building, has publicly said they will not replace the structure with a parking garage, as they indicated last month to a huge public outcry. 


September 12, 2012
Red Bluff Police: Disabled parking violation on the rise
The Red Bluff Police Department has seen a significant increase in drivers, without disabled license plates or placards, parking in parking stalls designated for disabled people. All disabled parking stalls should be distinctively marked. The markings consist of painted blue stall lines, a painted wheel chair emblem, and a sign indicating the stall is a disabled parking stall. 

September 12, 2012
Port Jefferson To Let You Pay For Parking By Phone
Paying for your parking by phone – it’s not a fantasy in Port Jefferson. The village board has contracted with a company called MobileNOW! to provide an app that’ll allow drivers to pay parking meter fees using their mobile devices. Drivers seem to like the idea. “I guess if you’re in a hurry, I guess it would work out well for that person,” Bill told WCBS 880 Long Island Bureau Chief Mike Xirinachs. “You know, with this busy life that we all lead, it’s probably a good idea.”

September 11, 2012
Proposal would allow parking up to 72 hours on Poulsbo streets
City Council members will consider a change to a long-standing parking rule that extends the current 20-hour parking limit on streets to 72 hours for operable cars, motorcycles and motor homes. Poulsbo Police Chief Dennis Swiney said the change would make the city's parking rules "much more reasonable" and on par with other jurisdictions. "This is for people who are out of town on weekends. (The amendment) will be much more reasonable to accommodate the residents," Swiney said.

September 11, 2012
A modest parking proposal
In any criminal justice system, there is often a direct relationship between the severity of the penalty and the frequency of the crime. If you increase the penalty, the crime rate will usually go down. That's why there is more theft in the American system of justice than in the Taliban's system. A thief in America gets a slap on the wrist. In Afghanistan he gets his hands chopped off at the wrist. This principle was not taken sufficiently into account by parking budgeteers when the village increased the fines for parking violations. Oak Park parkers are a smart and frugal bunch. 

September 11, 2012
Portland apartments with no parking: Wishing away cars isn't good policy
Even Jonathan Maus, the bike-crusading editor of the popular BikePortland blog, thinks Portland is too anti-car when it comes to new apartments.  "(M)ost people still own cars and they need a place to put them," Maus wrote recently, adding, "Portland city code aspires to a city that doesn't quite exist yet."

September 11, 2012
Public safety enforces parking policy with ticketing and towing
Ryan Baicher always parked in the same spot on campus. He would even brag to his friends about how he parked in this spot, – which is not technically a designated parking space, only an empty space between rows of the Student Union Building parking lot – and had not received a ticket all year. But one day while the senior business major was showing off, he entered the parking lot to find his car on a tow truck.

September 11, 2012
New Program for Midtown Parking 
There's a parking lot in front of Junkees Clothing Store, and the owner says she's lucky. Too often, she says, other business owners in the area complain the two-hour parking limit in the neighborhood isn't being enforced, and they are missing out on additional customers. “On a business to make it, you've got to turn it and burn it. So the 2-hour parking is perfect to get a sandwich, a coffee, or to go into a dress shop,” says Jessica Schneider of Junkees.


September 11, 2012
Edinburgh to slash all-day parking fee to £3
Transport chiefs are set to press ahead with plans to cut the price of all-day parking charges in central Edinburgh, despite claims the move will bring more traffic into the city centre. Fees for nine-hour stays would be cut by £2.50 in 530 spaces on 17 roads, largely on the outskirts of the city centre. Drivers would pay £3 instead of £5.50 under proposals expected to be backed by members of the city’s transport committee on Thursday.

September 11, 2012
Council OKs RV, trailer parking rules
The Cheyenne City Council on Monday voted to tentatively approve tougher rules on recreational vehicles and trailers that park within the city's public rights-of-way. Council members voted to OK a second reading of an amendment to the city parking code that, if formally approved after a third reading, would ban RVs and trailers from parking in many narrow city streets, at least for prolonged periods of time.

September 11, 2012
Not everyone hates parking meters
A new parking meter fan club has sprouted in San Francisco to counter efforts by a grassroots campaign to slow or stop the city’s plans to expand parking meter locations and hours. Mario Tanev, a transit activist, has created an online petition on the website SignOn.org that he plans to present to the mayor, the Board of Supervisors and transportation agency officials showing that not everyone is against more meters.

September 11, 2012
Council’s parking system challenged
A FORMER Banbury resident who suffers from a disability which leaves her in constant pain, has questioned the fairness of the appeals system against parking fines in the Cherwell district after she was threatened with court action. Michelle Andrews who suffers from Fibromyalgia and lives in Northampton, says she can accept she was fined in November last year for parking with a disabled badge in a non-disabled bay, but says she has little power to appeal against the decision because of the district’s parking laws.

September 10, 2012
Getting There: If you still have time, you can reuse Albany parking receipt
Q: Sometimes for work I have to take people to parts of Albany that may require using a parking meter. For example, one day I had to take someone to the Department of Social Services building on State Street. I used the Pay and Display meter machine where you pay, get a receipt and leave it on your dashboard. The appointment concluded before the meter would have expired. We had to go lower on State Street, and once again I used the Pay and Display meter. 

September 10, 2012
Reno to unveil new parking system in Midtown today
Two examples of digital parking technology will be on display in Reno in the coming week, one in downtown and another in Midtown, the up-and-coming business district south of California Avenue. Earlier this year, the Reno City Council approved $25,000 to install 200 underground sensors in Midtown to help enforce a two-hour parking limit between Moran and Mary streets along South Virginia Street. Business owners in the area requested the sensors to keep cars from parking in the area all day, meaning customers for those businesses will be able to find more open parking.

September 10, 2012
Parking lot operator brings pay-by-phone technology to Philadelphia
Paying for parking in Philly? There's now an app for that. Parkway Corporation recently installed mobile payment technology in 11 of its Philadelphia parking lots. The parking company plans to expand the service to an additional nine or ten lots in the near future. "We've used this in other cities that we operate in and it's been working fine," said Parkway President Rob Zuritsky. "So we're integrating it into all of our Philadelphia operations."

September 10, 2012
Parking citations miff local residents 
City Hall officials received complaints on Sunday after several locals found parking tickets tucked under their car windshields for parking in the wrong direction. Assistant City Manager Sammy Rich said after hearing such complaints, he called Rome Police Chief Elaine Snow regarding the issue. “She said she didn’t know the specifics, but that she thought about nine citations had been issued,” he said.

September 10, 2012
Parking rules may be tweaked for a bike town
On a busy weekend night, Home Slice Pizza on College Drive had 28 customers in its restaurant but only one car in its parking lot because 10 customers came by bicycle and the rest walked, noted owner Lynn Kitch. “It wasn’t like that 10 years ago,” Kitch said during a city meeting on proposed parking regulations Monday. “I really feel like the culture is changing.”

September 10, 2012
Finding a solution to Salem's downtown parking woes
What should be done with parking in downtown Salem? Are visitors, employees and downtown residents entitled to unlimited free parking? Where is the money to pay for maintenance on aging parking structures? With maintenance costs rising and city revenue remaining flat, Salem leaders want to find answers before problems get out of control. Mayor Anna Peterson and the Salem City Council recently formed a downtown parking task force to come up with long-term solutions and present a plan early next year.

September 9, 2012
Disabled drivers can park for free at Bainbridge ferry terminal
Washington State Ferries issued a notice to customers at the Bainbridge terminal last week, stating that disabled drivers would no longer be charged for parking at the terminal. The proclamation didn't hint at the belabored back story. It had taken months of lobbying by a disabled Bainbridge resident, intervention by a state senator, and an opinion from the state Office of Attorney General to change the parking policy.

September 9, 2012
Smart parking meters in San Francisco charge more than $5/hr 
There’s a wonky academic theory that if you raise parking meter prices enough, eventually, there will always be one parking spot free on every block. It’s like park-topia, a place that glistens in the near future of urban planners’ imaginations. Well, San Francisco is trying it, and the prices are getting higher and higher without a “sweet spot” for some hot blocks. In some areas, you can now expect to pay as much as $5.25 an hour.

September 9, 2012
Officials: Parking plan a ‘shot in the dark’
City officials estimate the latest plan for charging people to park along Galveston’s seawall would generate about $1.7 million a year in gross revenue, which is an increase over projections made in two previous plans. The current plan predicts more revenue from “transient” day parking, annual passes and fines to fund improvements along the city’s main tourist attraction, according to documents. But city officials admit the 5-year revenue projections, which were developed by the police department and approved by the city council last August, are a “shot in the dark,” Assistant City Manager Brian Maxwell said.

September 9, 2012
Parking on South Congress? Now, that's backward
I  had my first run-in with back-in, or "reverse-angle," parking on South Congress Avenue. I say run-in because it's a miracle I didn't run into anything. Various quirks are used as examples of what makes Austin special: all those waiters who have Ph.D.s, the amazing number of restaurants on wheels, the traffic jams on Interstate 35 that can run for miles, the nose rings, the iPhone people texting each other from across the room, the McMansions, the California transplants, the allergies, the sneezing ... name your favorite.

September 9, 2012
IU parking lottery could raise lots of cash
Recently the Indianapolis Business Journal carried a front page story reporting a revolution in university life: “Indiana University is considering leasing its parking assets in Bloomington and Indianapolis.” This would be following the lead of The Ohio State University. First, a bit of background: Many years ago the president of the University of California described the tasks of a college leader -- to provide football for the alumni, sex for the students and parking for the faculty.

September 8, 2012
Downtown Sioux City parking meter limits increased
Most one-hour downtown parking meters will be switched to two-hour meters later this month, officials said Friday. The change is the result of a parking survey by the business group Downtown Partners. The report polled 580 people about parking in the downtown area. Meters in heavy turnover areas will stay at one hour. Those include the 500 block of Nebraska Street, 600 block of Douglas Street, the Sixth and Douglas streets parking lot.
All other meters will be increased to two hours.

September 8, 2012
Council chickening out on parking reform?
Over the last few months, this blog has discussed parking policy a few times, with the general consensus being that it’s extremely important for us to get rid of minimum parking requirements – as they act as both a huge subsidy for driving and also as a huge barrier to land-use intensification. The need to undertake significant reform of parking provisions was recognised by the Auckland Spatial Plan – which gave a pretty strong direction in relation to how things should change

September 8, 2012
Cocoa Beach suspends park-by-phone arrangement
Reacting to complaints from downtown merchants, city officials have hung up on a newly enacted pay-by-smart-phone parking program. Cocoa Beach city commissioners Thursday night voted unanimously to suspend the program until after the November elections, when four new commissioners will take office and a new city manager will be in place.

September 8, 2012
Disabled drivers feeling frustrated with parking in Oshkosh
As a light drizzle fell from the sky Friday afternoon, Ginger Beuk headed out for a quick trip to pick up a few items at the grocery store. One circle of the parking lot confirmed what Beuk was expecting: All of the handicap accessible parking stalls were already taken by other disabled parking permit holders. So it was off to the far end of the parking lot, where there would be ample room to unfold the ramp that allows Beuk, who has cerebral palsy, to exit her Dodge Caravan minivan, while hoping no one would park next to her van.

September 8, 2012
Parking going cashless
Cashless parking is set to be extended in the county following a successful 12-month pilot project. The scheme, also known as virtual parking, enables residents and businesses to purchase permits and use the county's pay and display service electronically or by phone, allowing cash payments and postal applications. Gloucestershire County Council has put out to tender a five-year contract, with an option to be extended for a further two years, to deliver all ticketing for parking across the county, to come into effect from February.

September 8, 2012
University of Scranton refuses to pay city parking tax
The University of Scranton is suing the city over a new tax city officials enacted this year on parking garages and parking lots and is refusing to pay it until a judge weighs in. The university filed suit in Lackawanna County Court on Friday, asking a judge to declare the university - a nonprofit - exempt from the city's 15 percent tax on parking facilities where patrons pay to park.

September 7, 2012
McKenna reaches agreement over parking tickets
Washington Attorney General Rob McKenna announced a consent decree on Thursday with a King County parking enforcement company to resolve allegations of issuing misleading tickets. Platinum Parking LLC allegedly took part in business practices that violated the state's Consumer Protection Act. Under the terms of the consent decree, Platinum Parking and Susan Hover, the company's owner, agreed to stop offering a parking ticket appeal process if the process lacks well-defined steps and fairness.

September 7, 2012
Standard Parking Says Marcum Won't be CEO, Will Leave Company
Standard Parking Corporation, one of the nation's leading providers of parking management, ground transportation and other ancillary services, today announced that James Marcum, the current Chief Executive Officer of Central Parking, will not serve as Chief Operating Officer of Standard Parking following the expected closing of the previously-announced merger of the two companies.

September 7, 2012
Parking meter contractor's manager pleads guilty to wire fraud
Frank T. Habeebullah, 32, of St. Charles, pleaded guilty Friday to wire fraud charges involving a St. Louis Treasurer’s Office contract with Duncan Solutions and his association with Dannielle Welch Benson, owner of Dankar Enterprises. Benson pleaded guilty in August to defrauding Duncan Solutions and the city Treasurer’s Office.
During 2009, the city of St. Louis' Treasurer’s Office outsourced its on-street parking meter maintenance and revenue collections operations through a primary contract with Duncan Solutions, which provides parking meter equipment, revenue collections and related services.

September 7, 2012
Parking availability once more at issue​ in Wallingford
The battle over parking availability in Wallingford’s uptown business district has resurfaced once again, 10 months after voters rejected to spend $500,000 to upgrade a private lot to ease parking problems near North Main Street. The Town Council Tuesday will discuss, but not take action on, a new plan to upgrade a segment of a privately owned parking lot located at the rear of Simpson Court. That road runs parallel to North Main Street for a short distance near the intersection with Center Street.

September 7, 2012
Fix parking problem, not symptoms
Fix the problem not the symptom. The first step in fixing a problem is properly identifying it. All too often effort is wasted trying to fix symptoms instead of the problem. Take for example a flat tire; the symptom is low air pressure. You can temporarily relieve the symptom by pumping more air into the tire but without fixing the problem first the effort is wasted as the tire soon goes flat again. A thorough inspection finds the neighborhood street is littered with nails from a recent hail storm and roof replacements. Until the street is cleaned tires will continue to go flat; each tire patched without first addressing the problem was wasted time and money.

September 7, 2012
Scranton council targets parking garages, meters
The beleaguered Scranton Parking Authority may have its five parking garages under outside management as soon as today, Scranton City Council announced Thursday. Meanwhile, council also introduced a proposed ordinance Thursday to terminate on Oct. 8 the city's parking-meter cooperation agreement with SPA, under which SPA receives 10 percent of meter revenues.

September 7, 2012
Hoboken's Innovative Car-Share Program Provides National Model, While Locals Grumble
Lauded by transit advocates, and garnering attention from cities across America, an experimental car-sharing program in Hoboken has proven effective in dissuading private car use. If only the city's residents were as happy with its success. In the city of Hoboken, New Jersey, an experimental car-share program called Corner Cars, was inaugurated two years ago with the counterintuitive goal of creating parking spaces by taking them away, reports Matt Flegenheimer. 

September 7, 2012
Eugene official sets up stand to take feedback on parking rate increases: Parking manager puts friendly face behind a touchy subject
Jeff Petry mowed plenty of lawns while growing up, but he never experienced another childhood staple of entrepreneurship: working a lemonade stand. Until now, that is. Over the course of three days at different downtown locations this week, the city’s parking services manager plopped down into a seat next to a makeshift wooden stand and passed out Dixie cups of Newman’s Own Lemonade while fielding questions about the city’s impending plans to increase its downtown parking meter rates.

September 7, 2012
Thanet parking strategy sparks complaints and anger
Exorbitant high street charges, flip-flopping fees and postcode favouritism are just some of the complaints about Thanet council' s parking strategy. Traders and residents have reacted angrily to price hikes introduced this year despite being offered free Saturday parking at some spots.

September 7, 2012
County answers city on parking proposal
Onslow County Commissioners have rejected a Jacksonville City Council proposal to keep county offices from moving out of downtown by creating hundreds of extra parking spaces. The city council has repeatedly asked county commissioners to rethink its unanimous decision to move a dozen offices out of Jacksonville and into a new $22 million government center in Burton Park, a mostly-empty industrial area on U.S. 258, more than three miles from downtown.

September 6, 2012
Parking plan may help residents left circling by out-of-town vehicles 
Jane and James Dubuque would love to drive to a local restaurant for a meal every now and then, but the prospect is just too frightening for the retired Glen Park couple. Their reluctance isn’t related to some anxiety disorder or aversion to overpriced cuisines. It’s because they’re convinced that if they leave their neighborhood, they’ll never find another nearby parking spot.

September 6, 2012
New parking regulations in downtown Battle Creek
A central city parking lot is so crowded that Battle Creek is imposing new parking regulations to disperse cars to other lots. “A parking problem, while it’s perceived horrible, is very good,” said Alyssa Jones, head of Battle Creek’s Downtown Partnership. “It’s representative of the growth on so many levels … growth in employment, businesses and the community is coming downtown to grab a bite to eat or check out events.”

September 6, 2012
Naples to begin replacing parking meters with pay stations
Naples beachgoers will soon be able to swap fistfuls of quarters for credit and debit cards when parking at city meters. City Council budgeted a $540,000 capital improvement project Wednesday that will replace dozens of city meters with pay stations that accept plastic for quicker, easier transactions.

September 6, 2012
Parking company agrees to stop issuing 'misleading' tickets
A private parking enforcement company in Seattle has agreed to stop issuing "misleading" tickets and pay $30,000 to settle a consumer protection lawsuit filed by the state attorney general's office. Platinum Parking LLC contracts with businesses and apartment complexes to enforce parking rules on private lots. It monitors more than 100 lots, mostly in King County, and profits by collecting on "parking ticket-like" notices left on vehicles that run afoul of rules on private property.

September 6, 2012
Cocoa Beach suspends downtown parking strategy
The Cocoa Beach City Commission has unanimously suspended its unpopular downtown pay-by-cell-phone parking strategy until after the November election. Commissioners had approved a three-year contract with MobileNOW!, a New York phone-parking company. Curbs were painted green and signs were installed at 214 spaces, where motorists had to download a smart phone app and enter credit-card information rather than feeding meters with coins.

September 6, 2012
Business Owners Upset About Bloomington Paid Parking Plan
The city of Bloomington is poised to approve a plan to install meters at most downtown parking spots, and public response to the plan was mixed at the series of official meetings held Thursday. Bloomington placed time limits on many downtown parking spots in 1982. But city planners say they need a new strategy to address what they say will be an inevitable rise in the demand for parking as the population increases and two new hotels go up. They say metering spots will encourage motorists to use parking garages.

September 6, 2012
Former city worker admits stealing quarters out of parking meters
When FBI agents searched James Bagarozzo's home, they found a stash of cash, including $3,000 in quarters and $40,000 hidden in his bedroom ceiling. Bagarozzo, a retired Buffalo parking meter mechanic, agreed to forfeit that money and more as part of plea deal Thursday that could send him to federal prison for up 30 months.

September 6, 2012
Apollo Display’s VideoPoster Technology Updates Meters for the 21st Century
Apollo Display's VideoPoster technology was recently selected by one of the U.K.'s largest parking meter suppliers for integration into a new meter concept that will be deployed before the end of 2012. According to the Ronkonkoma, N.Y.-based Apollo Display Technologies Corp., the parking meter supplier discovered the display solution they'd been seeking last fall, when its U.K. sister company, Display Technology Ltd., was displaying the Apollo's VideoPoster at the Kiosk London 2011 Expo show.

