Parking Stories: October 25 – 31, 2012 


October 31, 2012
AWV Parking Mitigation program provides parking validation for First Thursday art walks in Pioneer Square
The Alliance for Pioneer Square, the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the City of Seattle are teaming up with Pioneer Square businesses and parking operators to offer free parking during the next six First Thursday art walks. The promotion is one of several steps WSDOT and the Seattle Department of Transportation are taking to offset lost on-street parking due to construction of the State Route 99 tunnel and other work along the waterfront.

October 31, 2012
Schrammie: Reducing parking tickets is a bad thing?
It's simple, efficient, convenient and could save you money. So why the hesitancy to make it happen? With that question, I’d like to invite select members of the Seattle City Council to park their attitude and come on down. There's new parking technology that Mayor Mike McGinn wants to put in play. Using your smart phone, you'd enter your license plate number and pay to park online. No more fiddling with credit cards or quarters.

October 31, 2012
Moving forward on homelessness in Ballard
You may have seen them: The rows of RVs lining side streets in the industrial areas of Ballard; the people who claim the Ballard Bridge as their home; those who sit for hours at the Ballard Commons Park with seemingly nowhere else to go. They’re hard to miss. Homelessness affects a lot of people in Ballard. And now that the temperatures are dropping, it’s only going to get worse. The King County “One Night Count” last year counted a total of 2,594 people who lived on the streets last year, not including those who were in shelters. Every year, no noticeable drop or reliable trend has happened in the One Night Count. And with the 10-year Plan to End Homelessness ending in 2015, it seems that homelessness is here to stay for a while longer.

October 31, 2012
What's Going to Happen to Parking by Cellphone?
Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn made a splash a few months ago when he rolled out the idea of paying for parking with your cellphone. We do everything else with our phones these days, so why not be able to load an app or visit a site to feed the meter? It's been used in other places like San Francisco and Vancouver B.C. You can even get a text reminding you when the meter's going to run out. On Wednesday, City Council President Sally Clark emailed to predict the council would include funding to allow drivers to pay for parking with their cellphones.

October 31, 2012
Madeira Beach to modernize parking meters
Coin-operated meters at every parking space in the city may be a thing of the past. Instead, the City Commission is considering installing strategically placed automated meters that visitors can activate and pay with their cellphones. "The day of coin-operated meters is just out the door," City Manager Shane Crawford told the commission last week. He is recommending the city spend at least $286,000 to replace meters at John's Pass Village, South Beach, the gulf-front Archibald Park, and at the city's smaller metered parking lots at 130th, 131st, 132nd, 133rd, 134th, 135th and 135th avenues.

October 31, 2012
West Hollywood may extend some parking meter hours to midnight
The era of free parking in West Hollywood continues to tick away.  After months of negotiation, the city's transportation commission on Monday approved a recommendation to the City Council that would extend the hours of most parking meters in the 1.9-square-mile city. Officials have said the change in policy would be a way to reduce congestion and increase street parking availability in an area that's traditionally been a nightlife hub. The recommendation comes on the heels of similar changes in Beverly Hills, Santa Monica and the city of Los Angeles.

October 30, 2012
Carsharing Proposal Could Face Flat Tire
Seattle could get a new carsharing program that addresses one of the main problems with Zipcar, the city's biggest carshare service: the fact that Zipcar users have to return all cars to the exact same parking spot where they originally checked them out. The potential new service, known as Car2Go, would allow users to drive a car from one point (within a designated part of the city) to another and leave it there, paying for their usage by the minute, instead of by the hour like Zipcar. The pilot program would allow a maximum of about 350 new cars on the road.

October 30, 2012
Folkestone car parking charges 'harming town's trade'
Traders in Folkestone said their takings had decreased by an average of 30% since the introduction of parking permits and charges on 17 September. Shepway District Council said the new parking restrictions were brought in to reduce congestion. Business owners shared their evidence with the council at a meeting on Monday.

October 30, 2012
Standard Parking Announces Airport and Municipal Awards
Standard Parking Corporation, one of the nation's leading providers of parking management, ground transportation and other ancillary services, today announced several contract awards for its SP Plus® Airport Services and SP Plus® Municipal operating divisions. The deals include awards from Dayton International Airport, Jacksonville International Airport, Buffalo-Niagara & Niagara Falls International Airports and Cincinnati / Northern Kentucky International Airport, as well as municipal parking services awards from the City of Harrisburg, Pa. and the City of Oxford, Miss.

October 30, 2012
Parking ticket enforcement after Sandy riles some residents
When Peter Goode walked out of his Hampden home about 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, one of the first things he said he noticed on the wet and leaf-strewn street were parking enforcement officers apparently "looking for any type of violation they could find." Given that the city had issued a travel restriction on driving for everybody but emergency personnel from Monday into midday Tuesday, the issuing of tickets struck Goode and other residents as unfair. He pointed out that many drivers had to get out of Sandy's path quickly, before they could find suitable parking spots in densely packed residential areas where parking is often tough to find.

October 29, 2012
Seattle City Council counting on your parking tickets
The mayor, often criticized for his love affair with any transportation mode that isn't a car, wants to make it easier to park downtown. Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn has voiced support for a phone-based system that would allow you to pay by inputting your license plate, credit card info, and time into a parking app. The app would then remind you to pay more if you're getting close to your maximum time. Sounds easy? Well, too easy, according to the Seattle City Council. 

October 29, 2012
Why the Seattle City Council is evil
Dori is furious that the Seattle City Council would rather keep issuing parking tickets rather than implement a system that lets us pay with our smartphones, which could prevent us from getting fined.  Shouldn't the council be there to serve us and make our lives easier? 

October 29, 2012
Drivers May Get Cash Back for Parking Tickets: City investigating private parking lot company for lack of regulation signage
If you've received a parking ticket from a private lot in Chicago, you may be getting some money back. The city is investigating parking lots that are doling out fines without properly warning drivers with posted signs, the Chicago Sun-Times reports. The Department of Business Affairs and Consumer Protection investigation is focused on 52 lots managed by New York-based ABM Industries, according to the newspaper. City law prohibits companies from issuing parking tickets without posting regulations, and the investigation has only turned up two locations with the proper signage.

October 29, 2012
Fed up with Chicago parking? Skokie native’s got the ticket 
For most people, $3,500 in parking and assorted other tickets never had this kind of happy ending. But 26-year-old Skokie native Jeremy Smith isn’t most people. “I was tired of paying all this money for tickets,” Smith said. “I was ready to do something about it.” Smith’s parking miseries turned out to be others’ relief — especially those others who have tried parking in the city for several hours without having to mortgage their homes. Smith began an entrepreneurial career in creating SpotHero and partnering with Mark Lawrence and Larry Kiss for his successful ride.

October 29, 2012
Car parking free on six nights for Christmas shopping in Ashby, Scunthorpe and Brigg
Hundreds of people attending late night Christmas shopping events in Ashby, Scunthorpe and Brigg will be able to enjoy free late afternoon and early evening car parking. This will be made possible by a season of goodwill municipal car parking concession from North Lincolnshire Council. And money put in meters by drivers who do not realise payment is unnecessary during these concessionary periods will be donated to mayoral charities, rather than going into council coffers. 

October 29, 2012
Ypsilanti DDA may push for Saturday parking enforcement in downtown
The Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority is considering recommending enforced Saturday parking in hopes of combating overnight, long-stay parking and to increase the number of spaces available for possible business patrons. Former DDA Community Development Coordinator Jake Albers proposed the Saturday parking that, if implemented, would be enforced from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This would include meter enforcement as well as time limits on some parking spots. 

October 29, 2012
MasterCard Announces Partnership with a Leading European Parking Provider, Q-Park
MasterCard Europe and Q-Park, one of Europe's leading parking companies, today announced a new partnership agreement that will provide customers with a safe and convenient way to pay for their parking. The agreement will maximise MasterCard's technology and Q-Park's expertise to provide an integrated customer experience that allows for a convenient and secure way to check in and out. Q-Park is an international off-street parking company, focused on high quality parking facilities. It is Europe's number two parking company with more than 5,800 parking facilities in ten countries and is market leader in the Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, Sweden and Finland.

October 29, 2012
Drivers hit with private-parking lot tickets may be due refund 
It wasn’t the signature orange and white City of Chicago parking ticket envelope that instills fear, or anger, in most. Instead, it contained a detailed ticket issued by the privately owned lot, listing her license plate and a fine. The reason: The automated payment machine that prints out a receipt to place on the inside dash wasn’t working that day. “I didn’t pay because I couldn’t…the amount was something strange but I went online and paid it,” said Piasecki, a designer for Kohler. “I was really annoyed because it should have been $10 for the day and I was ultimately charged $30.”

October 29, 2012
Calendar parking about to begin in Eau Claire
Eau Claire Police are about to start enforcing calendar parking rules later this week. As of midnight November 1, cars and trucks can only park, stop, or be left standing on the side of city streets with odd-numbered addresses on odd-numbered days between midnight at 7 a.m. They can only be on the even-numbered side on even-numbered days between those hours. The rules stay in effect until May 1. Violators end up with a $30 ticket.

October 29, 2012
For City of Jacksonville parking attendants, verbal abuse is part of the job
First Coast News investigated a job where some local employees seem to be taking some on-the-clock abuse.
Remember the video of the kids in New York who taunted the school bus monitor this summer?  We found some people on the First Coast doing some taunting of their own ... because of a parking ticket. And they recorded the whole thing.  Jeff Marcu breaks down the video, and why it's all perfectly legal.

October 29, 2012
Parking freedom comes early this year
For most folks, Halloween’s the reason you celebrate on Oct. 31. For many car-owning D.C. residents, you also celebrate because it’s Parking Freedom Day — the day when the Department of Public Works halts street sweeping operations for the winter, meaning no alternate-side parking restrictions till things start back up in the spring. And, because of Hurricane Sandy, Parking Freedom Day came early this year. DPW spokeswoman Linda Grant says that street-sweeping parking restrictions are suspended through Wednesday, meaning they are in fact suspended through March 1.

October 28, 2012
Nashua has seen additional income from higher parking rates downtown; some changes possible 
Through September, the city collected about $157,000 more in parking revenue than last year because of the tighter restrictions on parking meters downtown. However, some spots on the recently renovated Main Street Bridge are allowing for losses to that pot. At an Infrastructure Committee meeting Wednesday night, Alderman-at-Large David Deane questioned whether the city plans to install parking meters on newly painted parking spots on either side of the bridge, which are open for public use, but lack meters and currently require no change to park there.
	
October 28, 2012
Curb the parking plan
The latest version of Galveston’s seawall parking plan has two fatal flaws. The first is that the five-year budget predicts flat revenues and increasing salary expenses. That’s always a bad sign. The facts suggests this is a jobs program for the police department, rather than a program designed to generate revenue for seawall improvements. A person who looks at net revenue in relation to expenses might come to the same conclusion. The big sticking point in this plan has always been high expenses, which eat up any net revenues that could be directed to improvements — such as restrooms and water fountains.

October 28, 2012
City parking meters free through Wednesday
Parking will be free in Philadelphia through Wednesday morning, the city's parking authority announced Sunday.
In response to the coming storm, Philadelphia Parking Authority Executive Director Vince Fenerty said there will be no enforcement of meter and kiosk parking violations. PPA kiosks have been disabled and wrapped in plastic for their protection. PPA will still enforce and issue tickets for safety-related parking violations though, Fenerty said in a news release.

October 27, 2012
Parking revenue turns council's heads, not our convenience: To some Seattle City Council members, a new plan to help citizens avoid overtime parking tickets has an obvious flaw: It reduces the fines collected by City Hall
Parking is the new gold rush for the city of Seattle. Since 2009, the money the city makes from its parking pay stations has soared 31 percent. The money it gets from fining you when you mess up and let those meters expire has risen even more, 33 percent. Roll it all together — the combined revenues from 13,000 paid parking spots and some 600,000 parking fines annually — and it totals nearly $60 million. Enough that the city's now dependent on that cash to cover its nut.



October 27, 2012
Parking permit seekers in driver's seat
After years of circling his neighborhood for parking, Mansion resident Justin Gray finally shelled out the $50 a month for an off-street parking spot a few years ago. Soon though, he may be able to find something better to do with his $50. On Saturday, Gray, 42, was among the dozens who showed up at City Hall, eager to receive parking permits in the first wave of permits issued by the city. 

October 27, 2012
Parking squeeze: Downtown businesses feeling it
When James Essaris looks out over his flat concrete kingdom of 20 downtown parking lots that he started collecting in 1956, he sees a precious urban resource where others see ugliness. The much-maligned parking lot, long considered an urban eyesore and enemy of public transit, is becoming an increasingly rare feature on the downtown streetscape. Essaris, longtime owner of Stationnement Métropolitain, sees his barren concrete as more than just a chance for him to pocket some cash on the barrelhead: he believes in the good that parking lots do and considers the spaces to be the lungs of downtown commerce.

October 27, 2012
Columbus seeks solution to complex parking woes
As complaints continue about the parking situation at the Columbus Soccer Complex, city and county officials are looking for solutions. Lowndes County Board of Supervisors President Harry Sanders tells the Commercial Dispatch (http://bit.ly/QTqtIn) he has been in talks with Columbus-Lowndes Recreation Authority Executive Director Roger Short and Columbus Mayor Robert Smith to brainstorm.

October 26, 2012
Whose Parking Regime Reigns Supreme? LA, SF, and NYC Compare Notes
Less than a week after Queens Community Board 3 signed off on DOT’s PARK Smart pilot for Jackson Heights, New York’s neighborhood-level parking policy changes were given some national context on Wednesday at the National Association of City Transportation Officials’ “Designing Cities” conference. Given the Department of City Planning’s halfhearted attempts to reduce off-street parking requirements, NYC DOT’s changes to on-street parking prices are the boldest parking reform happening in the city right now. 

October 26, 2012
City Manager Suggests Privatizing Parking: Council member says approach seems shortsighted
It’s nearly budget season in Cincinnati again. In a bit of a head start, City Manager Milton Dohoney has unveiled his plan to look into privatizing the city’s parking services. In a memo to city employees, Dohoney claimed leasing could provide a few benefits to the city: “For example, a third party can invest in technology across the entire system more efficiently, can conduct enforcement and bill scofflaws, and can assume maintenance and facility upgrades to the system. 

October 26, 2012
Valet parking introduced in historic Bethlehem: Service is meant to curb the perceived parking crunch in downtown Bethlehem
To celebrate his 90th birthday, Michael Tarnok was ready for a night on the town: veal Parmesan and a beer — "any kind as long as it's wet" — at a quaint little Italian place on Bethlehem's historic Main Street. His family buzzed by Molto Pazzo once, trying to find a spot to drop Tarnok off, so he wouldn't have to navigate his walker through the uneven slate and brick sidewalks between the restaurant and parking garage. As they searched they stumbled upon the Bethlehem Parking Authority's new valet service in front of the old Woolworth building. 

October 26, 2012
Nashua looks at parking changes
Shoppers won’t have to start feeding meters until 9 a.m. and would see adjustments to parking rates and handicapped placard use under changes recommended by the Downtown Improvement Committee. Business owners have said last November’s decision to limit parking to 90 minutes and increase the fee to $1 an hour for some prime spots has hurt them. A petition signed by about 200 earlier this year asked aldermen to reconsider.

October 26, 2012
Berlin Mulls Parking Solutions
In a case of what several officials call a “good problem” to have, parking scarcity in Berlin went under the lens this month after a proposal to re-locate the town’s farmers market to increase parking was quickly dismissed in a wave of public backlash. Though the market will be staying put for the time being, worries over parking persist with the town turning to lot sharing as a short-term remedy and the addition of new parking spaces likely in the near future. 

October 26, 2012
Budget Time’s Coming: City Considering Outsourcing Parking System 
City Manager Milton Dohoney today is sending out a request for proposals for outside companies to maintain and operate the city’s parking garages, lots and meters. In a memo to city employees, he explains that this would be a significant change in how the city operates its parking, but doing it this way would be similar to how the city contracted out operation of the Duke Energy Convention Center. “A third party can invest in technology across the entire system more efficiently, can conduct enforcement and bill scofflaws, and can assume maintenance and facility upgrades to the system,” Dohoney wrote. 

October 25, 2012
Oakland's grace period for parking meters likely to be permanent policy
The five-minute grace period parking program has a real chance of becoming a permanent policy after the city's Finance and Management Committee's recommendation to continue it. Introduced by Councilmember Jane Brunner in December 2011, the pilot program has been in effect for about six months and, according to a staff report presented during the Tuesday meeting, has had a positive effect. "I received a lot of complaints from people who were very frustrated that they were being given $68 tickets if they were a minute late," said Brunner in an interview, adding that the program is meant to strike a balance between parking enforcement and not discouraging business in the city.

October 26, 2012
Virtual Valet lets your smartphone park your car 
You're on the third lap around the car park, there are no open spaces, and you're already 15 minutes late for your appointment. Right now you're wishing you could jump out of the car and let it go find its own spot. Good news: now there's an app for that. Virtual Valet lets your iPhone tell your car to park without you in it. "You pull up to the kerb, push a button on your smartphone and the car takes care of everything else," says Aaron Steinfeld, the lead researcher for the project at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. "Then you tell it to come back whenever you are done."

October 25, 2012
Proof That Car-Sharing is Cheaper Than Free
When you say “greenhouse gas marginal abatement cost curve” I say “where do I sign up?” I guess that’s why I was interested in Oregon’s look at the cost-effectiveness of various carbon reduction strategies. Despite the fact that the new analysis weighs in at over 400 pages and is tangled up with altogether too much econowonk-speak, there are a few pretty interesting findings. Chief among them: car sharing ranks as the very cheapest thing Oregon can do to reduce carbon emissions. 


