Parking Stories: October 24 – November 7, 2013


November 7, 2013
Talk is Cheap
[bookmark: _GoBack]I know many parents who shelter their kids from real conversation, but they’re a great way for children to learn about life. My son Jonathan (JP) loves to learn about my business. “Do you have investors? Do you have debt? Are we rich? Why are you always so grumpy?” Answers: Yes, yes, no, and because the answer to the third question is no. Real life is the very best teacher. No college economics class can replace Life 101. 

November 7, 2013
Tucson probing total costs of replacing parking meters
city hopes to replace all 1, 297 parking meters. After years of poor cash quality control, the city is looking for bids to find out how much it would cost to replace the old, coin-operated parking meters with new meters. These new meters would take various forms of payment, including allowing you to pay with your cell phone. Donovan Durband, the ParkWise Program Administrator says the system will be high-tech and allow you to find a parking spot from your phone.

November 7, 2013
Parking meter changes downtown, OCC
The City of Colorado Springs replaced 882 parking meters with meters that accept coins and credit cards in the core of downtown and along Colorado Avenue through Old Colorado City. The new meters operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and accept Visa and MasterCard, but not Easy Park cards. More than 1,600 meters in downtown and Old Colorado City still accept Easy Park Cards, and those meters operate from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

November 7, 2013
Back-seat Driver: ‘Smart’ parking meters planned for downtown Sacramento
If the Sacramento City Council says yes Tuesday, expect to see 4,000 “smart” parking meters arrive on downtown sidewalks next year. They look at lot like the current gunmetal gray meters. But, unlike the existing meters, which accept only quarters, the new ones will accept all coins, other than pennies, as well as Visa and Mastercard. Eventually, parkers may be able to “feed” the meter using a payment app on their smartphones and receive an electronic alert from the meter a few minutes before time is about to expire. 

November 7, 2013
Denver considers limiting parking permits for Capitol Hill residents
Capitol Hill residents got a chance to air their views Thursday on a new parking proposal that could limit the number of permits issued in densely populated city neighborhoods in the future. Denver Public Works is considering looking more critically at permit applications from residents of buildings with nine units or more. It may also charge fees for permits, although not in 2014.

November 7, 2013
New Britain Parking Authority accused of breaking rules
It's probably happened to you – you put money in a parking meter then spend a little too much time at your favorite spot, resulting in a ticket attached to your windshield. That disappoints most drivers, but others contacted Channel 3 Eyewitness News and said that the New Britain meter maids aren't following the parking laws themselves. 

November 7, 2013
Harrisburg parking deal update: $270M Ponzi scheme or city's savior?
Likened by critics to a Ponzi scheme and expected to cost up to $15 million to negotiate, an updated version of a $260 million public parking deal were presented Thursday to local elected officials in Pennsylvania'�s capital city. 
"Let's be honest," said former independent mayoral candidate Nevin Mindlin."It's just a continuation of the Ponzi scheme."

November 7, 2013
Parking trial for Sydney: 15 minutes free
Christmas looks set to come early for the city's motorists, with a proposal to introduce 15-minute free parking on nine Sydney main streets. The City of Sydney's next meeting will consider a year-long trial of limited free parking in areas including Pyrmont, Newtown and Surry Hills. The trial, if adopted, would begin in early December and amount to a saving of as much as $1.10 for each stop.

November 6, 2013
ENUF Delays Mission Parking Meters by Protesting the Wrong Ordinance
The Eastern Neighborhoods United Front, a group publicly represented by resident Mari Eliza, apparently turned out enough speakers and letters to postpone the approval of parking meters requested by merchants in the Mission at a hearing Friday. But in what appears to be a misinterpretation of the hearing notice, Eliza called on residents to protest Order #5176, which is simply the mandate to post notices about the public hearing. 

November 6, 2013
Handicap Parking Violators Confronted
In a matter of minutes, KEYE TV cameras captured driver after driver violating handicap parking rules -- all caught red handed. "You know you can't use this unless your brother is in the car," asked Senior Deputy Lawrence Caldwell. Eva Rios saw it unfold and she is steaming mad. "I had my left leg shattered in an accident two years ago," said Rios. Getting around town is tough. Finding a handicap parking space requires divine intervention.

November 6, 2013
A Great View If You Like Parking Lots
In our podcast “Parking Is Hell,” we explored how the overwhelming demand for parking space has a lot of downsides. One big problem is that city centers can feel as if they’re practically held hostage by parking lots and garages. I was in Minneapolis the other day, and here are four pictures taken from the window of my hotel room. It’s not exactly a view that makes the heart skip …

November 6, 2013
Moscow Expands Paid Parking Zone
Declaring its experiment successful, City Hall is expanding paid parking areas in Moscow out to the Garden Ring, while raising hourly fees, Deputy Mayor Maxim Liksutov said Wednesday. Starting from Dec. 5, paid parking will be introduced in the Yakimanka and Zamoskvorechye districts in southern central Moscow. By Dec. 25 the remaining areas within the Garden Ring road will also be included.

November 6, 2013
Calgary Parking Authority: Parking Pilot Extended in Edmonton
The City of Edmonton is extending its parking pilot project in and around the City Hall area until January 2014. Launched as a six-month trial in June, the additional time will allow Transportation Services to assess the technology during cold weather and gather additional feedback from Edmontonians. The parking pilot is part of a technology exchange with the City of Calgary. 

November 6, 2013
Downtown parking challenges drivers and cyclists
Finding parking in any downtown can be a chore and not just for drivers. Noting the increased cycle traffic on L Street NW, the Golden Triangle Business Improvement District, which includes 43 blocks of the District's central business area, unveiled a new artistic bike rack designed to make it easier for those on two wheels to find parking. 
But drivers also face the frustrations of moving through congested roadways to find a place to park, and that can lead to some traffic conflicts. 

November 5, 2013
Proposal for prepaid parking spots to prevent drunk driving: Modeled on a program in Seattle
It’s either get up early and still hung-over, or risk getting a ticket and towed. What do you do if you’ve had too much to drink and your car is parked in a city spot on the street? A proposal going before Vancouver City Hall would let you leave your vehicle where it is by setting aside prepaid parking spots for drunk drivers. It’s an interesting idea, modeled on a similar program in Seattle that lets drivers — perhaps social drinkers who have had one too many — frontload certain meters so they can park overnight and then for a couple of hours in the morning.

November 5, 2013
The Unglamorous Secret to Parking Success
This secret is not sexy but it has to be done. Not that I have anything against sexy. Amazing new technology is opening exciting parking policy horizons. I love the high tech parking innovations that: enable cheap and comprehensive parking space usage monitoring; make paying for parking easier and lower cost; reduce cost and practical barriers to the pricing of parking.

November 5, 2013
DART looks to end paid parking at light-rail, bus stations
Dallas Area Rapid Transit is poised to stop charging people who don’t live in its member cities for parking at light-rail stations. The agency’s revenue committee unanimously approved the move Tuesday afternoon. The agency still plans to give preferential parking at Plano’s Parker Road Station to people who live within its service area. If the full board approves the move next month, changes won’t take effect until April. 

November 5, 2013
Top 10 Parking Crimes Against Humanity
Adolf Hitler. Idi Amin. Bad parkers. There is a special space in hell reversed for all three. Here are ten of the world’s most heinous parking crimes, from boxing other cars in to deliberately parking over the lines. We’ve also included photographic evidence of culprits in the act. How many are you guilty of? Australia’s Worst Parkers is a Facebook page dedicated to naming and shaming the worst parking across the nation. 

November 5, 2013
Portland to issue $200 fines for altered handicapped placards
Parking enforcement officers in Portland will soon be able to ticket drivers who have altered their handicapped-parking placards. An ordinance enacted 6-0 by the City Council on Monday night will allow parking officers to leave tickets, carrying $200 fines, under vehicles’ windshield wipers. The ordinance will take effect in 30 days. Councilors Nicholas Mavodones Jr., John Anton and Cheryl Leeman were absent from Monday’s meeting.

November 5, 2013
City parking authority invites students to paint art district's meters
To further distinguish the 200 block of West Market Street in Pottsville as part of the city's art district, the Pottsville Area Parking Authority is encouraging student artists to submit plans to turn the parking meters there into works of art. "We'd like to have them done before the holidays, when all of the holiday shopping starts, hopefully by December 15, if we can pull that off," Patrick J. Murphy, a Pottsville jeweler and president of the Pottsville Parking Authority, said Monday as he examined the set of 11 meters on the block.

November 5, 2013
Sacramento to See New Electronic Parking Meters
It won’t be long before you can pay for parking with your credit card, right at the meter. But, don’t discard that lose change in your pocket. “The meter takes quarters and nickels, and dimes and dollar coins,” said Mike King with the Sacramento Parking Division. It’s all to make it easier for those visiting downtown. “How many of you have 10 quarters with you today?” said Matt Ironman, Sacramento’s interim parking manager.

November 5, 2013
Las Vegas parking office now open 6 days a week
The parking office for Las Vegas will now be open six days a week in an effort to make parking more convenient, according to officials. Jace Radke, senior public information officer for the city, said the office located inside the parking garage at 500 S. Main St. will be open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

November 5, 2013
Committee proposes $20 parking permit fee for residents near OSU, far more for nonresidents
The Corvallis Urban Services Committee made its first foray into a permit fee structure Tuesday night as it continues its work on expanding residential parking districts.The committee, which consists of Ward 4 Councilor Dan Brown, Richard Hervey of Ward 3 and Roen Hogg of Ward 2, reached general consensus that residents should be charged $20 for permits in the proposed zones around the Oregon State University campus.

November 5, 2013
‘No Parking’ Signs Have West Side Drivers Confused
“No parking” signs are supposed to easy to read, but what if they’re confusing? CBS 2′s Jim Williams reports drivers in one West Side community found out the hard way. Mark Robbins parked outside a home to remove a wild animal and returned to his truck to find a $50 parking ticket on the windshield. But surely he saw the sign that says “no parking on the first Tuesday” of the month for street sweeping.

November 5, 2013
New downtown parking meters accept debit, credit card
The City of Memphis unveiled new parking meters Tuesday that will be installed in and around downtown Memphis. The city will install 135 kiosks and 485 single-space meters starting next week. City engineer, John Cameron, says the old meters are outdated and do not bring in steady revenue. The big change with the new meters is they accept debit and credit cards. Between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. you will pay a dollar an hour.

November 5, 2013
Parking kiosks sprout up downtown
For those who feel intimidated by the City of Kamloops downtown parking kiosks rolling out on Nov. 12, there’s some good news. All week, locals can get a sneak peek and tutelage by dropping into Caffe Motivo in the 200 block of Victoria Street where one of the devices has been installed. But be warned: the machine is live so credit cards will actually be charged. 

November 4, 2013
City of Seattle introduces PayByPhone program for on-street parking in Ballard
The City of Seattle’s PayByPhone program is providing a convenient alternative for drivers to pay for on-street parking in Ballard. You can now use your phone to pay for parking without needing to pay through a pay station and display a printed sticker on your car window. The new program is not only convenient but can also help drivers avoid getting parking tickets. 

November 4, 2013
Portland handicapped parking abusers targeted
In his 24 years working as parking enforcement officer in Portland, Andy Martin has seen and heard just about everything. But there is one thing that the relatively good-humored Martin, the city’s senior parking control officer, can’t laugh off: the abuse of handicapped parking placards. “There are some savvy people out there who know the game,” Martin said last week while making the rounds through the Old Port. 




November 4, 2013
These apps offer parking privileges
Now that most infotainment systems have real-time traffic guidance apps, the next big thing is the search for a parking space. A bevy of startups have developed apps that enable motorists to find and reserve parking spots at their destinations -- typically in major cities such as New York, London or San Francisco. Daimler, BMW, Audi and Renault-Nissan have added parking apps to their infotainment systems, and BMW has even invested in a startup. 

November 4, 2013
Juneau looks for solution to failed parking meters
On Sept. 16, 2010, Juneau officials signed a contract that they thought was the answer to the capital city’s downtown parking problem. New parking meters would allow users to pay for time by registering their license plate numbers. The system would provide up to two hours of free parking while preventing drivers from exploiting the system by simply moving to a new spot.

November 4, 2013
City Offers Deep Discount on Parking Cards
For a limited time, the City of Savannah is selling Parking Smart Cards for 50 percent off their face value. Parking Smart Cards are like gift cards that can be used at any “pay and display” parking meter in Savannah. The cards can be purchased in denominations of $25, $50, $75 or $100. They can be used any time, and have no expiration date. Parking Smart Cards are a perfect stocking stuffer and a tremendous deal for those who ever park in the Historic District north of Broughton Street, where the pay and display meters are concentrated.

November 4, 2013
10 Infuriating Parking Tickets We've All Gotten
As residents of Los Angeles, we all have to endure certain indignities. There's the permanent smog belt within 500 feet of all freeways darkening our lungs, the traffic (405/Caltrans haters unite) keeping us from ever getting anywhere on time and the myriad people who somehow enjoy juice cleanses. But the one thing that really brings us together in our rage is parking tickets. We've all gotten them -- some deserved, some undeserved. Here are 10 of the most egregious tickets any of us have ever received. 

November 4, 2013
Mayor: City Making Progress with Downtown Parking Plan
The City of Melrose is making progress with its downtown parking plan, according to Mayor Rob Dolan. The city is working toward implementing recommendations identified in the Downtown Parking Report. "It's a far better situation and the turnover is better than it's ever been. You can actually find parking in that area," Dolan said. The first project tackled by the city was revamping the Dill's Court parking lot located behind Shaw's Supermarket and Turner's Restaurant. 

November 4, 2013
St. Paul carpools' on-street parking being phased out
In downtown St. Paul, on-street parking spots for car poolers are about to become a thing of the past. 
The city has been gradually removing all downtown car-pool parking spots, some of which were temporarily eliminated by a string of construction projects, including the Central Corridor light-rail line and the new Penfield apartments. The city maintained 224 free downtown parking spots for car poolers until late last year, when city officials announced that the permit parking program was being cut in half. 

November 3, 2013
Latest Step in Berkeley's Goldilocks Parking Policy – Free 1-Hour Parking in City Garage
Free parking two blocks from the UC Berkeley campus and next to iconic Telegraph Avenue? Yes, starting Dec. 2. The 436-space, city-operated Telegraph Channing garage (at 2450 Durant Ave.) will offer free parking for the first hour as part of a newly initiated parking policy employing "demand-based" rates at parking meters and city garages. The city has embarked on a Goldilocks approach to parking – seeking rates and time limits that avoid either too little or too much parking availability in key commercial areas.

November 3, 2013
READER SUBMITTED: Hartford Parking Authority Introduces Four-Hour Courthouse Parking
On Oct. 31, the Hartford Parking Authority (HPA) introduced longer stays and more payment options to address requests from customers parking on the streets in the immediate area surrounding the Hartford Courthouses. Hartford Mayor Pedro E. Segarra made the first new meter transaction at the corner of Lafayette Street and Capitol Avenue. 

November 2, 2013
Back-in angled parking: Boulder assessing impact of new approach
Boulder parking enforcement officers issued warning tickets and handed out pamphlets explaining the program. 
Transportation officials doubled the number of signs explaining how to park. But three months after Boulder started requiring cars to back into angled parking spots on University Avenue between Broadway and 17th Street, many drivers still pull into the spots with the front of their cars facing the curb. 

November 2, 2013
Richmond County's handicap parking enforcement lags behind Columbia County
Barbara Montgomery has chronic obstructive lung disease, deformed feet from diabetes, a Georgia permit that gives her special parking privileges and a gripe with the city of Augusta. While taking her great-grandsons to Augusta Mall recently, the 69-year-old struggled to walk up the ramp from her handicapped parking spot. Behind her was a more level handicapped parking spot, with wide access aisles.

November 1, 2013
Scranton extends Pango's parking-meter smartphone payment option
Scranton extended the trial period for a smartphone payment option for parking meters for another six months, and has more than doubled the number of meters that will have the option, the firm announced Thursday. Pango Mobile Parking of Baltimore has now completed a 90-day trial period that began May 28, and is two months into a follow-up 90-day trial period that has not run out.

November 1, 2013
Bloomington Parking Meter App To Come Online In Mid-November
The City of Bloomington is poised to implement a new parking app which will allow drivers to find and pay for metered parking through their smart phones. Parkmobile, the planned app is already active in dozens of US cities, and is scheduled to be active in Bloomington in mid- November. The app allows smart phone users to pay for their metered parking and find open parking spots. The download is free but there is a small fee for each transaction.

November 1, 2013
No more parking meter deals
Want to up the odds that aldermen can kill any future parking meter privatization fiasco? Urge them to vote this month to create a sorely needed independent budget office, even if that means some of them may have to give up a little cash used to run their offices. The City Council this month is expected to vote on creating the “City Council Office of Financial Analysis,” (COFA) mirroring similar entities in Congress, New York City and other cities. 

November 1, 2013
Little-Known Parking Rule Frustrates New Haven Drivers
Shawne Lumpkin-Latham, who works for Yale University, has found four tickets on her windshield in the last few months. She is one of several people confused by a little-known New Haven city ordinance that prohibits drivers from parking on the same city block for more than the posted time limit on any given day, even if they leave and come back. 




November 1, 2013
Problematic parking meters in River Market now working
New parking meters recently installed in Little Rock's River Market District are now operational and accepting coins or credit cards for parking, according to the City of Little Rock. The new pay and display meters, installed September 22, have undergone several rounds of testing and are ready for use. Eight meter stations are located along President Clinton Avenue, the 100 block of Sherman Street and the 100 block of River Market Avenue, covering all the parking spaces within those blocks. 

November 1, 2013
Parking programs to be discussed at council meeting
The Parking Management Program update presentation is slated for Tuesday’s South Lake Tahoe City Council meeting, which will be preceded by the State of the City Address. The presentation is informational only and no action will be taken, according to the meeting agenda. South Lake City’s 2013-14 Parking Management Program addresses program parking strategic management, code enforcement, and management oversight of the public parking garage, citywide parking enforcement of regulations, public and private parking lot code enforcement, the Paid Parking Program with kiosk and residential permit areas and snow-condition parking compliance, according to the presentation slides. 

November 1, 2013
River Market's new parking rules, meters effective November 5th
The new parking meters recently installed in Little Rock's River Market District are now operational and accepting coins or credit cards for parking. The new pay and display meters, installed September 22, have undergone several rounds of testing and are ready for use.  Little Rock Parking Enforcement technicians have been writing "warning" citations for several weeks to remind people parking in the River Market to use the new meters. 

October 31, 2013
Fixing Broken Windows
I’ve listened to several speakers validate a common criminological theory–”fixing broken windows.” This was introduced by James Wilson and George Kelling in 1982, and proposed that monitoring and maintaining urban environments in a well-ordered condition (i.e., no broken windows or other signs of chaos) will prevent further vandalism and even more serious crime. 

October 31, 2013
"Are you kidding?": Projects-sans-parking and more in the West Seattle pipeline
In our latest development roundup, we take a look at projects without parking, community backlash to Alki rowhouses, upcoming design reviews for large buildings and the latest in microhousing. 6917 California Ave. S.W.
A land-use application has been submitted to build a 3-story, 30 residential unit structure with no parking at 6917 California Ave. S.W. (between the cross streets of S.W. Willow and S.W. Mills). 

October 31, 2013
Evening and weekend parking charges come into effect
Charges for city centre parking in the evenings and on Sundays come into effect in Leeds on Monday 18 November.  
A £2 flat rate from 6pm until 10.00pm seven days a week will apply. On Sundays, parking for less than four hours will cost £1 and over four hours will cost £4. The decision to introduce the charges was taken by the council’s executive board on 19 June this year. 

October 31, 2013
Chatham eyes longer parking hours
Increased time to park downtown and on certain residential streets may soon be a reality. The Borough Council on Monday approved a proposal by the borough’s traffic safety committee to increase parking in the downtown area hoping it will draw more customers to local businesses. Council member James Collander, who sits on the committee, said the aim was also to make the parking times more uniform. 

October 31, 2013
Downtown businesses riled over parking
Changes to parking implemented by city leaders around Johnston Park are causing concern for downtown Cleveland business owners.  Attorney Scott Kanavos and Doug Caywood of The Lewis Group spoke to the Cleveland City Council about recent changes limiting the spots to two-hour parking. Kanavos said he would have liked the Council to give more notice that a change was being made and allow the public to give input.

October 31, 2013
Parking strategy in Lincoln "must support city's economy"
The seventh annual stakeholder conference is being held in Lincoln today. A city centre master plan, outlining a vision for Lincoln, was discussed at Lincoln College’s Conference Suite this morning. Among the topics was the issue of car parking as the importance of increasing the number of spaces to match Lincoln’s economy and its growing population was highlighted. 

October 31, 2013
Car parking concerns in Christchurch transport plan
It appears the Government's transport plan for central Christchurch has fallen short of addressing concerns about the lack of car parking in the city. The $72 million plan involves reducing the speed limit to 30km per hour in the centre, turning two one-way systems into two-way streets and making the central business district more friendly to pedestrians and cyclists. 

October 31, 2013
Smart Parking set to help Rotorua build its inner city core
Smart Parking is set to play an important role in helping a New Zealand local authority to breathe new life into its inner city core. The company has been chosen to install 1,500 of its SmartEye sensors across the central business district of Rotorua – one of New Zealand’s most important tourist destinations – together with 100 SmartLink zone controllers and its SmartRep management software.

October 31, 2013
Parking app can predict when a spot will open up
SICK of searching for a city parking spot? Let your phone do the work. An app can automatically determine when its user has parked, and can alert others when the spot comes open again, all without manual input. Built by Wen-Yuah Shih and Kun-Chan Lan of National Cheng Kung University in Tainan City, Taiwan, the app uses a phone's accelerometer to recognise when a motorist is driving, when the car stops, and when they get out of the car and start walking – inferring from this sequence that they have parked. 

October 31, 2013
Livermore to study downtown parking options
Building another parking structure, sharing existing spaces or charging for premium spots are just a few of the options Livermore will explore as it takes a comprehensive look at downtown parking. The City Council on Monday unanimously approved the spending of $225,000 for a parking study -- the first since 2009 -- to determine current and projected demands, and to analyze ways to increase efficiency downtown. 

October 31, 2013
Carmel takes another look at parking problem
Parking in downtown Carmel, always a tricky and frustrating balance among visitors, residents and workers, is back on City Hall's front burner. The City Council identified a review of downtown parking and making possible changes as one of its key issues for 2013. "Virtually everyone agrees parking is a problem in Carmel," Mayor Jason Burnett said Thursday. "Some say it's not a problem, but perception becomes reality.”




October 31, 2013
Free-parking app Faspark adds paid lots
In the six months since Faspark introduced its app that predicts the availability of Chicago street parking, the service has quadrupled users to 18,000. This month Faspark took another step forward by integrating off-street parking data from ParkWhiz, a Chicago-based company that connects drivers with discounted garage and lot parking. 

October 31, 2013
Free Parking Returns Friday in Ocean City
Free parking returns to Ocean City on Thursday (Nov. 1) as meters near the beach and boardwalk will be deactivated for the season. Parking on all Ocean City streets and in municipal lots will be free until May 1. Meter heads in the downtown shopping district were removed after the traditional five-month season in early October, but the beach and boardwalk meters were in effect throughout October this year as part of a new program that introduced meters that accept credit cards.

October 30, 2013
How 'smart parking' could save a million barrels of oil every day
Searching for a parking space is a routine (and often frustrating) activity for many people in cities around the world. This search burns about one million barrels of the world’s oil every day. There are also four parking spaces per vehicle in the United States, and most streets are empty most of the time, leading to urban environments that ironically do far more to accommodate vehicles than people. 

October 30, 2013
Portland has upgraded 163 car parking spaces to create 1,644 bike spots
Portland Now Has 100 Street Bike Corrals! from Streetfilms on Vimeo. The City of Portland has hit a milestone: 100 bike corrals installed, and as many businesses are still clamoring for one near them. Bike Portland presents the number like this: The city replaced 163 car parking spaces with 1,644 bike parking spaces. That seems like a hell of a trade, and the city’s businesses appear to understand this well. 

October 30, 2013
Another Project In Columbia City
There’s another development project in the pipeline for Columbia City, and the growth is creeping ever closer to the station. This one is about a block east of Link, at the Zion Prep site, and consists of 244 units in six buildings. That’s the good news. The mixed news is that the project also includes 222 parking spaces, 93 in the buildings and 129 on the surface. Overall, that’s a decent ratio for new construction

October 30, 2013
Free hour parking for Bradford shoppers rejected
Bradford Council has rejected an idea to introduce an hour’s free street parking for shoppers in the city centre on Saturdays. A report to the authority’s environmental and waste management overview and scrutiny committee says there is “no business case” for such a move after a three-month study into how often on-street parking bays were used at different ‘zones’ of the city during weekdays and weekends.

October 30, 2013
Downtown parking meters now take credit cards
You can now use your credit card to pay for parking in downtown Colorado Springs. The city's Parking Enterprise is installing more than 800 new parking meters in the heart of downtown Colorado Springs and around 60 more in Old Colorado City. The new meters will accept Visa or MasterCard as payment options. The meters are being installed between Cascade and Nevada Avenues from Vermijo Avenue to Boulder Street at a cost of $515,000. 




October 30, 2013
EDITORIAL: The great, big parking problem
Philadelphians have a parking problem, but it may not be the one you think. Lack of parking is the grandest grievance of most city-dwelling auto owners, and it’s what ties up zoning meetings regarding new development for hours.  It’s a real concern, to be sure.  But in the River Wards particularly, where development — the reuse of vacant industrial buildings, housing construction on blighted land, and a proposal for the city’s second casino, for example — becomes ever more frequent, it also might be the last thing we should be worried about.

October 30, 2013
Redondo Beach Parking Meter Permits Available for Purchase
Time is running out for Redondo Beach parking meter permit holders to get a new parking permit before the old one expires. The parking meter permit stickers for 2012-2013, which allow the driver to park free at any meter in the city for free, expire Thursday. The new ones will expire Oct. 1, 2014. Parking meter permits for the general public cost $110. Permits must be purchased in-person at Door E of Redondo Beach City Hall, located at 415 Diamond St. in South Redondo Beach. Permits will only be sold from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

October 30, 2013
Walnut Creek to charge for parking on Sundays, raise rates and extend enforcement hours
For all of its tweaks to parking rates and enforcement, the city has never broken what many consider the first parking commandment -- "though shalt not charge on Sunday." But things are about to change. City leaders are poised to raise on-street parking rates from $1 to $2 an hour in the core area of downtown, extend parking meter enforcement (from 9 a.m. -- 5 p.m. to 10 a.m. -- 8 p.m.) and begin charging at metered parking spaces on Sundays. 

October 30, 2013
City parking garage fees up downtown, down on Telegraph
Tuesday night, the Berkeley City Council voted to change parking rates in three city-owned garages, downtown and near the Cal campus, as part of its goBerkeley effort to change driver behavior and make it easier for visitors to find street parking. The multi-pronged campaign has been underway since earlier this year, and has included the promotion of alternative modes of transportation — via the distribution of car-sharing memberships and free transit passes — as well as adjustments to parking meter rates and time limits downtown, south of the UC Berkeley campus and in the Elmwood.

October 30, 2013
Streetline Demonstrates Smart Parking Technology in Barcelona
A demonstration of advanced parking technology from Streetline and Cisco has been deployed in the busy Born Market area of Barcelona as part of a demonstration project on display at the Internet of Things World Forum being held this week in Barcelona, Spain. Using patent-pending wireless sensor technology embedded in the pavement, the system captures information regarding the occupancy of parking spaces as well as parking patterns and trends to not only help motorists more quickly find parking but help City officials better manage the parking real estate across the City.

October 29, 2013
Parking-Obsessed Extremists Threaten Plan for Safer Walking on Potrero
In what may be a new low for selfish opposition to street safety measures, flyers and a petition full of misinformation are being circulated against wider sidewalks on Potrero Avenue. Believe it or not, this one’s not a joke, and the city may water down its pedestrian safety plan in response.  “Say YES to keep all of our current parking spaces. NO to wider sidewalks!” reads a flyer posted on and around Potrero decrying the city’s proposed safety plan. 

October 29, 2013
Controversial CBD parking tax legislation could be delayed until after election
South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill has conceded the controversial tax on car parks in Adelaide's CBD may not be legislated before the next election. The Government had wanted the annual tax of $750 per parking space to become law by the end of the year but has not yet introduced draft legislation to Parliament. With only three sitting weeks left this year, Mr Weatherill says it might not happen as soon as originally planned.

October 29, 2013
Hays County commissioners approve parking mobility program
Hays County commissioners formed a partnership that will help address abuse of handicap-accessible parking spaces Oct. 29. The action was part of an agreement with Access Empowerment, a mobility education organization based in Austin, to dedicate human resources to the development of a parking mobility program in the county. Hays County Judge Bert Cobb said the program would help enforce mobility laws involving accessible parking spaces that are already on the books but are rarely enforced.

October 29, 2013
New parking meters will accept credit cards
Parking in Downtown Colorado Springs could be a little confusing for shoppers. Nearly 900 parking meters have been replaced with credit card friendly meters that accept Visa, Master Card, and coins. However, they new meters will not accept the Easy Park Cards, a system that was put into place just 5 years ago. The new credit card meters will be placed in the "core area" from Vermijo Street to Boulder Street and Cascade Avenue to Nevada Avenue, and on Colorado Avenue in Old Colorado City.

October 29, 2013
Taos parking meter rates set to double Nov. 10
Parking rates in the Town of Taos will go from 50 cents to a dollar an hour on Nov. 10, when new meters are installed in municipal lots, The Taos News reported. Motorists also will be restricted to two hours on each meter. The hours during which motorists will be required to pay when parking at a town meter also will be expanded to include the noon hour starting in November, The News said. 

October 29, 2013
Salt Lake City floating snow season parking restrictions
After last year’s upside-down winter — lots of snow in the valley, not so much in the mountains — Salt Lake City is asking residents for input on proposed snow season parking restrictions in order to better clear streets.
The city is considering restricting on-street parking during snowstorms. Residents can weigh in on the proposals at "Open City Hall" on the city’s website — slcgov.com.

October 29, 2013
River Market parking meters still causing problems
Little Rock parking officials said the new River Market parking meters are up and running, and tickets will be issued beginning November 4th. The meters were originally set to debut October 14th, but multiple software glitches halted those plans. The machines' manufacturer, Duncan Solutions, sent a team of troubleshooters to install new software which they say is now functioning properly. "It's not going as well as we would like because we did have a software issue with the machines so how well it goes will be determined by the machines being up functioning properly and how well they are accepted by the public once they are working properly," says Parking Enforcement Coordinator Jack Wrenn.

October 29, 2013
Disabled parking changes needed to happen, to cut abuse and fill coffers
The motivation for Illinois new tiered system for disabled parking boils down to two words: Cash and abuse. “On every trip you go on you see people abusing the system,” said Bill Bogdan, disability liaison with the Illinois Secretary of State. “Pick a name of a street and you’ll see a sea of blue placards.” The state used to exempt all disabled drivers from paying parking meters. 




October 28, 2013
Top Seattle parking scofflaws are billion-dollar firms
Washington state drivers who don’t pay parking fines in the City of Seattle face hefty penalties, including the “boot” -- a tire clamp that immobilizes a car until the owner pays up. But a KING 5 Investigation found that a select group of multi-billion-dollar companies has been permitted to avoid the penalties while piling up more unpaid parking tickets than anyone else.

October 28, 2013
Smart parking solutions can transform our cities
Searching for a parking space is a routine (and often frustrating) activity for many people in cities around the world. This search burns about one million barrels of the world’s oil every day. There are also four parking spaces per vehicle in the United States, and most streets are empty most of the time, leading to urban environments that ironically do far more to accommodate vehicles than people. 

October 28, 2013
Roadshow: Chalk sticks, cameras and other ways to enforce parking time limits
Q I'm curious. How do police monitor parking spaces that are on the streets as well as parking lots that are marked with signs "2 Hour Limit" or any other time limit, like in downtown Campbell? I used to see meter maids riding on their small vehicles marking tires with chalk sticks, and then come back when the time limit has passed and ticket vehicles with marked tires. I don't see any markings on the tires anymore. 

October 28, 2013
Mixed reviews for new parking system
Whether they love it or hate it, business owners have felt the impact of a new parking enforcement system downtown. On Oct. 2, Cheyenne parking patrol officers started using new handheld computers to enforce parking limits between 15th and 27th streets and O'Neil and Evans avenues. Previously, officers would drive by and mark tires with chalk. If the mark was still there after the time limit was up, the driver would get a ticket.

October 28, 2013
Sham of ‘free parking’ just one of the hidden costs associated with urban sprawl
Growth should pay for itself. It’s an idea supported so extensively by planners, governments and developers it’s become a truism. But it’s not the reality in most Canadian cities. From the sham of “free parking” to the extra costs of laying down new sewers for far-flung suburbs, there are myriad hidden costs to sprawl, according to a report released Monday by Sustainable Prosperity, a research network based at the University of Ottawa. 

October 28, 2013
90 minute parking in Pacific Grove changing to 2 hours
The City of Pacific Grove is responding to numerous complaints that 90 minute parking downtown isn't enough time to enjoy some lunch, browse the shops, or go to the beach without getting a $35 ticket. A new pilot program will change the downtown's 90 minute parking to 2 hour parking from Nov. 7-Jan. 15. New signage will be posted alerting drivers to the new extended parking hours. 

October 28, 2013
Parking meters? Not yet
Downtown Eugene is healthier than it has been in years, but it’s not so healthy that the shops, restaurants and services in the city’s core can afford to chase people away. That would be the result of reinstalling parking meters next to 288 parking spaces downtown where people can currently park for free. The Eugene City Council should extend the free parking program, giving the downtown area’s clear trend toward revitalization more time to take firm root.



October 28, 2013
2 hours free parking in downtown to return for holidays
Shoppers in downtown Beaufort will be able put a little more jingle toward holiday shopping -- they won't have to drop coins in the parking meters from Nov. 29 to Jan. 1. Fees will be waived at all paid public-parking spaces downtown for the first two hours of parking. Main Street Beaufort, USA, and Lanier Parking, the city's parking contractor, will hang gift tags on the meters to explain the program, Main Street Beaufort executive director LaNelle Fabian said. 

October 28, 2013
New Parking Meters Chosen for Downtown
The City of Reno is moving forward with installing new parking meters in the downtown area. The Reno City Council approved moving forward with IPS Group's meters. The meters are already being used in San Francisco and Los Angeles. The new meters will accept coins or credit cards. The City of Reno plans to remove the Curb System kiosks. City officials have said problems with the kiosks resulted in the loss of 800-thousand dollars due to lack of enforcement ability. 

October 28, 2013
Parking Pricing Driven by Availability
Seattle recently implemented a price-responsive parking program that adjusts the costs of parking garages and meters across the city based on availability of spots. While San Francisco was able to adopt a similar program with the help of a $20 million US Department of Transportation Urban Partnership Program grant, Seattle scaled the price of the parking project down to less than $1.2 million annually without sacrificing the overall efficiency.

October 27, 2013
Roadshow: Why shouldn't the disabled pay to park at meters?
Q I am sure I will hear the howls and screams from afar, but I have wanted to bring this issue up for some time. I understand and appreciate the reason for handicapped parking, but have never understood why the disabled do not have to pay for metered parking. If they are able to drive a vehicle, what prevents them from paying the meter?

October 27, 2013
Overnight parking of trailers now prohibited
The Sheboygan Police Department would like to make residents aware of a recently enacted city ordinance prohibiting the overnight parking of trailers, campers, boats and RV’s on city streets. The new city ordinance #118-137, states in part; “No trailer or boat may be parked on a street within the city between the hours of 11:00 PM and 5:00 AM.”

October 26, 2013
Seattle's Low-Cost, High-Efficiency Street Parking Program
Seattle’s SeaPark, Eric Jaffe writes, bears some similarities to the San Francisco initiative. In both cities, public authorities adjust parking rates by location in order to regulate occupancy. But while San Francisco monitors occupancy in real time and changes rates on a block-by-block basis, SeaPark operates on a neighborhood scale.

October 26, 2013
Metered parking in Berkeley: "How the changes affect behavior."
We've experience metered paywalls recently, but what about the merits of parking meters? It's hard to imagine a more controversial and counterintuitive topic -- no one wants to pay to park, right? But last week while in downtown Indianapolis, it was a breeze to find a streetside spot, swipe the credit card for dollar-an-hour parking, and go about our business on foot. 



October 26, 2013
Council denies it is making money out of residents' parking zones, as councillor claims the system may be illegal
A COUNCIL has denied claims that it is acting outside of the law in the amount it charges for residents’ parking permits, after a councillor asked for proof that the money was not being used for other projects. Councillor Ian Galletley asked Darlington Borough Council to provide figures on its residents parking zones (RPZ) system following a High Court ruling that councils cannot use RPZs to increase revenue.

October 26, 2013
The pay-parking dilemma
Not so long ago, finding a place to park in downtown Durham was no problem. Empty parking spaces – like empty storefront and tobacco warehouses – were plentiful. Outside of a few islands of activity, there weren’t many people doing business downtown. Even fewer lived there.  While we might have been superficially pleased by the speed and ease with which we could park our cars, if we did venture there, we had to know this was not good.

October 26, 2013
Parking in handicapped spots illegally is “rampant” in the Springs
You pull up in front of a store, you’re in a hurry, the closest parking spot has a sign in front of it with a wheelchair.
And you are not disabled. Do you do it? Apparently, plenty do.  “It’s rampant. People just disregard it,” said Tim Ashley, a graduate student at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs who is interning at The Independence Center.

October 25, 2013
Parking near Cycle Tracks
As previously reported here on the SDOT Blog, our city’s network of cycle tracks is growing slowly but surely. You’ll now find these bikeways in several locations around Seattle including segments of Linden Avenue North, NE 65th Street, and the Alki Trail. Cycle tracks are a relatively new feature on our roadways (though the Alki Trail has been around for a while) that provide cyclists with a bike lane(s) that is physically separated by grade or barrier from motor traffic and distinct from the sidewalk. 

October 25, 2013
Seattle’s Scandalous Plan to “Replace” Parking With Parking
The city of Seattle is planning to use eminent domain to seize a privately owned parking lot near its waterfront. The plan is to convert it into … a city-run parking lot. What happened here? Well, Network blog Systemic Failure explains why the city saw fit to seize this land from a 103-year-old lady: Around 100 on-street parking spaces will be lost during the Alaska Way Viaduct construction. 

October 25, 2013
Parking World 2013 sets the agenda
The increasing levels of connectivity between the car and urban parking spaces will be a key theme of the Parking World 2013 conference, which takes place in London on Wednesday 13 November. The annual Parking Review event, which is sponsored by Zenco Systems, will also explore issues such as how local authorities are balancing the public service and commercial aspects of running a parking operation.

October 25, 2013
Want parking slot in city? Book it online
Parking is a hassle in any metro; in Chennai it can be a nightmare. Not for much longer, perhaps. The city corporation will soon be the first civic body in the country with an online system to reserve parking slots. No more bickering on crowded roads, no more fender benders: A motorist will be able to book a parking slot in advance on a smartphone or computer with a quick visit to the corporation website.




October 25, 2013
Pinehurst to Enforce Parking Downtown
The village of Pinehurst is putting some teeth — and money — into preventing employees of downtown businesses from occupying prime parking spaces. Voluntary efforts such as the “Put the Customer First” parking program initiated by the Village Center Enhancement Committee last year have had just limited success, says Assistant Village Manager Jeff Batton. 

October 25, 2013
The Quest for Smarter Parking
To get an idea of just how crazy the parking problem was in downtown Richmond before City Hall decided to give focused attention to the situation, consider this. In the 23-block Capitol District, dominated by city, state and federal office buildings, there was more than enough parking to handle the demand — nearly 1,800 spaces between on-street, surface and structured parking — and only two thirds of it was occupied, according to a 2009 parking study. 

October 25, 2013
A History of Parking in a City Made for Wheels
The prolific CityWatch contributor Ken Alpern (who just happens to be my friend and neighbor) recently wrote an article titled “Park It, LA!,” discussing (among other issues) the need for parking at Metro’s light rail stations.  This got me to thinking about parking in general, something most people don’t give a second thought about unless they are looking for a parking space or have recently received a parking ticket. 

October 25, 2013
Durham may end free parking downtown, on Ninth Street
Ninth Street has eclipsed downtown as the hot topic in the city’s parking plans, but the days of free parking are probably numbered in both areas. Charging for parking in both areas has generated public objection, but for different reasons and from different groups.  “Downtown and Ninth Street are apples and oranges,” said Tom Campbell, co-owner of the Regulator Bookshop on Ninth Street and a former city councilman. 

October 25, 2013
Walnut Creek to consider Sunday parking fees, higher meter rates
The city may start charging for parking on Sundays, which would be first for Walnut Creek. Increases at downtown meters from $1 to $2 an hour, and from 50 cents to $1 an hour in the garages, may soon come to downtown Walnut Creek as well.  At a City Council retreat Friday, the council confirmed changes to downtown parking policies and ordinance, which will be brought up at its December meeting. 

October 24, 2013
Smart Parking Solutions Can Transform Our Cities
Searching for a parking space is a routine (and often frustrating) activity for many people in cities around the world. This search burns about one million barrels of the world’s oil every day. There are also four parking spaces per vehicle in the United States, and most streets are empty most of the time, leading to urban environments that ironically do far more to accommodate vehicles than people. 

October 24, 2013
More Parking Meters Coming to the Mission?
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency will hold a hearing on November 1 at 10 a.m. to hear what the public has to say about adding new parking meters on four streets in the Northeastern Mission. If approved, the meters will run 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from noon to 6 p.m. on Sundays at the following locations: 18th Street – north side, between Alabama and Florida Streets.




October 24, 2013
Montclair Launches Click and Park Permit System
Montclair Parking Utility customers will soon have an easier, more convenient way to purchase parking permits using a new online processing system powered by Click and Park. The new, on-demand service will allow customers to purchase six-month and daily single-use permits online, as well as print their own permits.  Parking patrons will also be able to purchase short-term, on-street parking spaces using their smartphones.

October 24, 2013
New parking meters boost revenue for Rockford
The city has gotten an early bump in revenue from meters installed in four downtown parking decks. The hourly parking income is part of an effort to make the city’s parking system, which has lost money in each of the last 11 years, pay for itself. The meters were first installed in May at the city’s busiest deck, the Concourse Deck next to the BMO Harris Bank Center. 

October 24, 2013
Parking decisions driven by costs, council says
While voicing a desire for compromise on a couple of points, City Council members signaled Thursday they believe their government will eventually take a more bottom-line approach to parking downtown and in the Ninth Street corridor. That’s likely to include the implementation of fee-paid curbside parking in both business districts, Councilman Steve Schewel and Councilwoman Cora Cole-McFadden said.

October 24, 2013
Manhattan Beach will soon convert all parking meters to new technology
The city of Manhattan Beach will convert its remaining old-technology parking meters to ones that accept coins and credit and debit cards by mid-November. City Manager David Carmany said the city also is looking into “pay by cell” methods for future parking meters. These allow motorists to use smartphones to pay for parking. “The new parking meters are what our residents and patrons expect to see in our beautiful city and now they will have a choice in how they pay for parking virtually citywide,” Carmany said.

October 24, 2013
Parking privatisation plan sparks concerns
PARKING pain and anguish – that is what a borough council boss fears when on street parking enforcement is handed over to a private company. Warwickshire County Council has decided a private bidder will enforce parking meters on its behalf – a role currently performed by Rugby Borough Council – in a drive to save £300,000 a year.
But borough council co-executive director Ian Davis believed the county council would regret the decision.

October 23, 2013
Don't understand new rules on disabled parking? Here's a primer
Disabled Illinois drivers will have to show a particular hardship to be exempt for paying for parking meters after a new state law kicks in Jan. 1. Hardships include difficulty inserting coins, being unable to reach 42 inches off the ground or being unable to approach the meter because of a mobility device. “One of the first questions people ask me is, ‘Who can drive without the use of their hands,’” said Bill Bogdan, disability liaison for the Illinois Secretary of State. “But with adaptive technology we can have paraplegics able to drive.”

October 23, 2013
Potrero Ave. NIMBYs Lead Supes to Grapple With the Minimum Parking Myth
For NIMBYs fighting a residential building project in the northeast corner of the Mission on the basis of negative environmental impacts, you might think minimizing the number of new car parking spaces is a good thing. After all, the more parking that goes into a project, the more residents tend to own and drive cars. But at an October 9 hearing on an appeal filed by neighbors against the environmental impact report for a proposed 75-unit residential building at 480 Potrero Avenue (at Mariposa Street), the appellants apparently had Supervisors Malia Cohen and David Campos convinced that if developers failed to provide “enough” parking, new residents will buy cars anyway and just circle around for a spot.
