Parking Stories: May 8 – May 16, 2013


May 16, 2013
Stockings Hung By the Chimney With Care
Today is a day of excitement and anticipation and nervous energy around the IPI office. It reminds me of the role of parent on Christmas, actually. The months of shopping, the dreaded Black Friday chaos, decorating the house, finding that perfect gift for loved ones, baking and preparing for the family feasts, putting together toys to surprise little ones under the tree, and then hanging the stockings by the chimney with care in eager anticipation. That’s how I feel today.

May 16, 2013
New police parking enforcement system to cut costs
The new parking enforcement officer has a new tool in her toolkit, and it makes clerical work much easier. Sarah Lewis and Marshalltown Police Chief Mike Tupper presented the city's new parking enforcement tablet to the Marshalltown City Council Monday night, presenting it as an example of interdepartmental collaboration.

May 16, 2013
One in 10 Northern Ireland parking fines not paid
Figures provided by the department to SDLP assembly member John Dallat show 30,359 out of 351,995 penalty charge notices remain unpaid. Belfast accounts for one quarter of bad debtors. The lowest number of debtors was in Moyle, were there were only 86 unpaid fines. In the last year, the total number of penalty charge notices reduced by more than 13%, but the trend for unpaid fines continues upwards.

May 16, 2013
Westfield pay parking hits Garden City shoppers in the pocket 
WESTFIELD has finally confirmed that pay parking will be introduced at its Garden City centre in Mt Gravatt. The tariffs will apply after July 7.  The retail giant today announced 'controlled parking' would be introduced following on from its introduction at Carindale last year and Chermside in 2010. Shoppers will be charged $2 for the first half hour after the first three hours, which will be free. The charge then increases by increments of $1 per subsequent half hour.

May 15, 2013
Houston Mayor to De-Clutter Downtown, Reduce Parking Signs
Houston Mayor Annise Parker has plans to clear up the clutter of parking signs downtown. Parker announced fewer signs with specific instructions on where and when you can park will be in place within a year.  “The goal is to have people be comfortable coming downtown, knowing where they can park and not have a nasty surprise with their car being towed.”

May 15, 2013
Aldermen: Private Parking Company Could Come Out Ahead Under Revised Deal 
Several Chicago aldermen are taking a close look at Mayor Rahm Emanuel's revised deal with the private company that manages the city's parking meters and wondering aloud if it's the best deal the city can get. In fact, Ald. Scott Waugespack (32nd) said his staff has been crunching numbers and said the private company, Chicago Parking Meters LLC, could actually come ahead in the deal.

May 15, 2013
New Rochelle to Vote on Upgrading Parking Meters
New Rochelle's on-street parking meters—and some spaces—are going to get a lot smarter. The New Rochelle City Council will vote May 21 to install smart meters that can accept credit cards in addition to quarters on the downtown streets. "This will bring the 21st century into our parking infrastructure," said Ralph DiBart, executive director of the New Rochelle Downtown Business Improvement District. 

May 15, 2013
Less free parking in RI
A new project in Rock Island is sweeping up some of the free parking, and residents aren't too happy about it. 
It's on 2nd Avenue in Rock Island where the new Metrolink bus station is going in. But it's taking away all the free parking along the street and residents say it's not fair. Alexandra Grimsley lives above the Daiquiri Factory and says when it comes to free parking in the district, Rock Island is failing. 

May 15, 2013
Somerville parking meters routinely out of order
If you’ve parked your car in downtown Somerville, chances are you’ve come across a broken parking meter.
You’re not alone. A MyCentralJersey.com video report shows how many Main Street parking meters were out of order in a single afternoon. As many as one out of five meters may be out of order on a regular basis, Borough Clerk and Administrator Kevin Sluka told the Courier News.

May 15, 2013
NH city sues parking meter 'Robin Hood' group
The city of Keene, N.H., has sued a group that feeds change into parking meters that are about to expire, saying members are harassing enforcement officers. The group calls itself "Robin Hood of Keene." Members walk city streets with rolls and dimes of quarters to feed the meters. WMUR-TV reports the city accuses the group of interfering with officers' work. It asks them to stay at least 500 feet away. 

May 15, 2013
Melrose and Pine — and its popular plan for public parking — approved
The East Design Review Board put the final touches on the public process Wednesday night surrounding the planned multi-million project to transform E Pine between Melrose and Bellevue into an eight-story, 180-unit apartment, restaurant and retail development. Architect David Hewitt said he and the Madison Development Group had been “very sensitive in our efforts” to integrate the old buildings on E Pine in a unified design.

May 15, 2013
Dearborn offers amnesty for parking, traffic ticket fees
The 19th District Court in Dearborn is giving individuals with outstanding parking and traffic tickets a one-time chance to square up their debts without additional collection costs as part of an amnesty program that kicked off today. Individuals who owe money on parking and traffic civil infraction tickets issued by the Dearborn police as well as the Wayne County Sheriff’s Department and Michigan State Police within the city are eligible.

May 14, 2013
Councillors to consider proposed changes to Wanstead CPZ in roads including Addison Road, Chaucer Road, Dangan Road, Spratt Hall Road
Proposals to modify a parking permit scheme which has divided opinion in Wanstead will be discussed at a meeting on Monday night. A one-year trial permit scheme was introduced in Addison, Dangan, Spratt Hall and Chaucer Roads in April 2012 after residents complained commuters were clogging up their streets.  But while many of those living on the roads have welcomed and defended the scheme, others in Wanstead have complained that the lack of parking spaces is harming local businesses. 

May 14, 2013
Stricter parking enforcement on track to double citation revenue
The city's new parking enforcers go about their work like a customer takes on one of street food vendor Jim Hubbard's hot dogs — with relish. The Chattanooga Parking Authority has put the bite on Hubbard six times since it began enforcement duties in late October 2012, ticketing him mostly for parking too long in a space or parking in an illegal area. 


May 14, 2013
Free parking boost for shops
SHOPPERS will be able to park in Bolton town centre for free at weekends in a new attempt to boost business. 
Yesterday Bolton Council chiefs signed off a scheme that will see free parking available all day on Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays at three of the town centre’s multi-storey car parks starting later this month.  The scheme will run for a year from May 25 at Topp Way, Deane Road and Octagon multi-storey car parks, which are run by private operator NCP, before being reviewed. 

May 14, 2013
Winnipeg woman questions parking ban email system
A Winnipeg woman whose car was ticketed and towed from her street over the weekend has questions about the email system the city has to notify people of upcoming parking bans. Louise Smith said she and another person on Ruby Street had their vehicles towed on Sunday night, while city crews were cleaning streets in the neighbourhood. 

May 14, 2013
Alderman Looking For Ways To Buy Out Parking Meter Deal
In a letter to his constituents Monday, Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd) said he was speaking with experts on municipal bonds to “identify ways for the City of Chicago to potentially buy back” Chicago’s parking meters from the consortium that now manages them. Reilly’s announcement is another wrinkle in the parking meter deal saga that’s taken some twists and turns since Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s administration negotiated changes to the hated deal, the most notable being swapping free neighborhood parking on Sundays in exchange for an extra hour of metered parking on weeknights and three extra metered hours in downtown and River North — part of Reilly’s ward. 

May 14, 2013
Ferndale expands parking enforcement hours
Parking enforcement hours in Ferndale will be expanded early next month and officials expect to decide by the end of the year how much to increase parking rates. Officials have spent much of the past several months smoothing our wrinkles with a new pay-station system that replaced 900 parking meters in public parking lots. Users complained about a lack of light at the new stations early on. Mayor Dave Coulter said parking enforcement hours, currently 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., will be expanded to 9 p.m. staring June 3. 

May 14, 2013
Parking meters thing of the past in downtown Aurora
The last remaining meter was symbolically removed and given to the Aurora Historical Society on Tuesday as the city transitioned to a free parking system. Signs designating areas allowing parking for 90 minutes or two, three, six or 10 hours have been posted throughout the streets surrounding Stolp Island, and residents now can adjust to the new regulations. 

May 14, 2013
Parking resurfacing as issue for downtown Augusta merchants
Downtown development continues to be its own worst enemy when it comes to downtown parking. Photos
Deputy Jack Rackliff, who is assigned to the downtown beat during business hours, said he chalked several tires recently - a way to check how long a vehicle has been in a space - to raise awareness, but didn't issue any tickets. Parking resurfacing as issue for downtown Augusta merchants
The Augusta Chronicle
Susan McCord
May 14, 2013 8:43 PM EDT
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May 13, 2013
ADA Compliance Standards in Higher Education
I feel as if I have spent a lifetime working in higher education, specifically in the parking industry! After almost 14 years, I’ve learned that nothing ever stays the same, and you always have to be on your toes, staying on top of the latest developments. that’s particularly true in the area of ADA compliance. Policy regarding ADA compliance as it relates to parking is constantly being updated, and it’s our responsibility as parking professionals to be aware of these changes and implement those necessary to ensure compliance.

May 13, 2013
Car2Go a handy option, but it doesn’t come cheap
It’s not often that the physical manifestation of an app or Web service appears on the curb in front of your house.
But that’s how I look at the hundreds of funny little Car2Go vehicles that have appeared on the streets of Seattle like a swarm of blue and white ladybugs. The service — which began in Germany in 2009 and in Seattle in December — scatters a fleet of cars on the road, then lets people rent them by the minute. Car2Go requires a $35 registration fee. It collects credit-card details and then mails an access card. 

May 13, 2013
Free parking expires in downtown Manitou Springs
They say nothing in life is free. In Manitou Springs, that now includes parking. The days of free on-street parking in the business district downtown and along Ruxton Avenue, the crowded street that leads up the Manitou Incline, are about to end. The city is eliminating the three-hour time limit and plans to start charging for on-street parking this week.

May 13, 2013
Cocoa Beach leaders hang up on downtown phone-parking plan
Though the green-painted curbs remain, the confusing, unpopular pay-by-smart-phone parking program won’t return to the downtown shopping district. Instead, Cocoa Beach leaders are exploring costs to add MobileNOW! phone-pay technology as a coin-free alternative for the city’s existing 750 metered spaces at “stub-end” beach streets and parking lots, City Manager Bob Majka said.

May 13, 2013
Street parking raises concerns in Regina neighbourhood
Rod Kletchko said there are times when he feels like he is in an episode of the reality television show Parking Wars.
However, unlike the show's focus on parking enforcement, he said in his Cathedral neighbourhood, "you can do whatever you want and not get a ticket." Kletchko, who has lived on the 2000 block of Robinson St. for two years, has called the City of Regina several times to complain about the parking situation.

May 13, 2013
Alderman meets with bond experts on buying back parking meters 
Downtown Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd) said Monday he’s been meeting with municipal bond experts to try and identify ways to buy back Chicago’s 36,000 parking meters and he’s been told it’s “within the art of the possible.” Mayor Rahm Emanuel has summarily dismissed the idea of buying back the meters from the company that paid the city $1.15 billion to control them for 75 years, adding, “We don’t have the money.”

May 13, 2013
Keene sues six parking meter 'Robin Hoods' who put money in expired meters
The city has filed a lawsuit against six citizens, part of a group dubbed Robin Hood of Keene that patrols downtown armed with video cameras and pockets full of change to fill expired parking meters. Also known as Robin Hooders, the six are associated with the Free Keene group. "They say video recording or talking to them is harassing them, but I don't agree with that," "Robin Hooder" James Cleaveland said of parking enforcement officers. 

May 13, 2013
Parking Madness Champion Tulsa Moves to Limit Surface Parking Downtown 
Just last month, we were shaming Tulsa, Oklahoma, with our “Golden Crater” award for the downtown most riddled with surface parking lots. But today, we applaud the city for taking steps to reverse the plague of excess parking. Tulsa World reported Friday that our Parking Madness competition winner is moving forward with a ban on new surface parking lots. 



May 13, 2013
City may raise handicapped parking fines
Illegally using a handicapped parking space for a quick dash into the store could soon become a much more expensive decision. The cost of a citation issued by a corps of volunteers that enforces handicapped parking laws in Asheville would go from $100 to $250 per offense under a proposal City Council is scheduled to consider today. “If the consequence is more severe, I think people will take it more seriously,” said Eva Reynolds, an area resident who has mobility issues.

May 13, 2013
Parking at MSU now more 'user friendly'
Parking at Mississippi State University is now more user-friendly with the addition of a new parking guidance program on campus utilizing the award-winning motorist guidance application, Parker™ by Streetline, and parking publishing platform, ParkEdge™. In collaboration with California-based Streetline, Inc., the new app and web browser tools provide near real-time insight on available parking, including policy information for specific campus lots.

May 13, 2013
Parking season starts on Shore
Drivers, grab your wallets and permits. Paid parking season is back, and there are changes in store in towns up and down Delmarva’s coast. In Rehoboth Beach, scooter operators will now have to pay to park in the resort city. A $40 seasonal permit will be offered for scooter users to park in 180 designated scooter spots within the downtown area, or scooter users can park in car spots and pay appropriately.

May 12, 2013
RUMBLINGS: Pay-station snafu drives free parking
Visitors to downtown Detroit, around Wayne State University, Henry Ford Hospital and other spots, have been getting a spring gift: a pay-station holiday. Over the last few weeks, more pay stations around town have stopped displaying anything on their small screens. You hit the number on the station's keypad corresponding to your parking space and nothing happens; the screen just stays gray. 

May 12, 2013
Free parking to coax shoppers back in to town
Shoppers will be able to park for free in Gainsborough this month as the council tries to boost trade in the town centre. West Lindsey District Council wanted to do something to celebrate the completion of the £500,000 regeneration work on Market Street and Church Street. The improvements have proved a contentious issue, with many traders saying their businesses have suffered as a result of the disruption.

May 12, 2013
Reader's View: Suggestions for proposed city parking garage
The proposed City Center parking structure is a significant project for the city’s downtown and warrants serious thought. As an organization committed to sensible urban planning principles, Sustainable Saratoga would like to make several recommendations. First, we advocate for an open design process in which the public would be shown plans at various stages in the design process and encouraged to comment. 

May 12, 2013
Parking charge hike outrages Emsworth
Visitors will now have to pay £1 for the first hour in the town, an increase of 30 pence. Havant Borough Councillor Brendan Gibb-Gray has been working closely with Havant Borough Council to locate about 118 spaces around  the town, and they are looking to introduce more concessions. Mr Gibb-Gray, said: “We’re really unhappy about the increase. It does have a knock-on effect. 



May 12, 2013
The business of parking 
The move by Luken Holdings to take over management of its parking spaces recently brought into focus the issue of parking downtown. It's an often-contentious topic and a multimillion dollar business. For local residents or tourists, finding a parking spot, feeding meters, paying a monthly fee or getting tickets can be frustrating. And some people direct anger at the company in charge of managing most of the city's spaces, Republic Parking. 

May 11, 2013
Zipcars begin pilot project in Memphis
When car sharing meets the parking and driving practices of Memphians on the streets of Downtown, the encounter could go so many ways between bad and good. So when Zipcar parked four cars in four on-street parking spaces Downtown last month, there were a lot of questions first about how car sharing works but also about whether the national trend would apply to a city with a unique driving culture.

May 11, 2013
Fairfax boosting parking fines
The Fairfax Town Council has raised the town's parking fines to bring them more in line with fees charged in the rest of the county, officials said. The ticket for overtime parking will rise to $40 from $23. The ticket for double-parking will increase to $68 from $28. And the ticket for parking in a red zone will more than double, to $100 from $38. The most expensive fine, for misusing a disabled placard, will remain unchanged: $500.

May 11, 2013
Emanuel's Changes To Parking Meter Deal 2 Votes Shy Of Passage
Remember what we wrote about how Mayor Rahm Emanuel enjoys a rubber-stamp City Council? Keep that in mind as aldermen continue their review of the mayor's negotiated changes to the parking meter deal. The Sun-Times reports 24 aldermen support the changes to the deal, which include swapping free parking in neighborhoods on Sundays in exchange for an extra hour of metered parking on weeknights and three hours of metered parking downtown and in River North. 

May 11, 2013
Broken parking meter parking tickets: Los Angeles lawmaker says you shouldn't have to pay
Ever receive a ticket and fine for parking at a broken parking meter? A Los Angeles lawmaker wants to change that. 
California law already allows drivers to park at broken meters, but local cities are passing their own ordinances giving the go-ahead to ticket. Citations vary widely but they're definitely a cash cow. Assemblyman Mike Gatto (D-Los Angeles) wants to take that local authority away and allow drivers to park at a broken meter for the maximum time posted.

May 10, 2013
Top 25 parking fine hotspots in Ballarat 
EVER had a parking fine? Ever wondered how many other people get them? In Ballarat, the answer is lots. New data reveals almost 30,000 parking fines worth close to $2 million were issued by the City of Ballarat last year. The Courier has obtained a list of every single parking fine issued in Ballarat in 2012 under the Freedom of Information Act, including when and where each ticket was issued and what it cost. 

May 10, 2013
"20 parking tickets and I'm not paying any of them"
BILL Longford is refusing to pay 20 parking fines - and he is doing so on constitutional grounds.  The fines, totalling $1000, were issued by Ipswich City Council over the last two years in the Ipswich CBD. But Ipswich's Mr Longford is adamant that because local government is not recognised by the Australian constitution, the council has no right to issue the fines. 



May 10, 2013
Bid for free city parking rejected
A 3600-signature petition supporting free parking has failed to persuade the city council to axe parking charges in Tauranga's downtown. The council instead decided to press ahead with its plan to abolish parking time limits throughout the CBD but retain charges. It comes as the commercial heart of Tauranga continues to struggle against the retail might of malls and suburban shopping centres where parking is free.

May 10, 2013
Get off my land! The world's first talking parking ticket stops drivers leaving their cars on private property
The world's first talking parking ticket has been developed to stop drivers leaving their cars on private property. When a landowner finds a car parked illegally on their land they can now issue a ticket that offers a 'friendly' spoken warning, rather than imposing an instant fine. The ticket has been designed by British company, FlashPark. 

May 10, 2013
Parking changes to come for Leonia lots
Officials plan on replacing metered parking spaces with two hours of free parking to the public at the Beechwood Place parking lot. During the May 6 regular council meeting, Councilman Greg Makroulakis proposed that these adjustments be made to drive more traffic into the parking lot and have fewer cars parked on residential streets. "I'm going to propose free two-hour parking in the Beechwood parking lot, not controlled by the meter, controlled by the Leonia police monitoring the lot," he said.

May 10, 2013
Downtown Louisville parking meters going up 25 cents/hour July 1
Downtown parkers will soon have to dig around in their pockets for an extra two bits to stay on a curbside meter for an hour. The Parking Authority of River City is raising the cost to park for an hour at about 4,000 meters, most of them in the central business district, from a buck to $1.25 July 1. “It will be the first increase in two years,” said Cathy Duncan, PARC director. And the increases in mid-2011 were the first since 1992.

May 10, 2013
Facing heat on parking meter deal, Emanuel allies step up
Facing heat from aldermen who want to break apart Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s new deal with the company running the city’s parking meters, the mayor’s City Council allies took the unusual step Thursday of trumpeting support, but only for part of the proposal. The Emanuel administration acknowledged working with the aldermen to make the announcement. 

May 10, 2013
Parking Meter Vendor To Tour Bloomington Monday
Officials from San Diego-based IPS, the company selling the City of Bloomington nearly 1,500 parking meters, will tour the city’s downtown Monday. The meters will cost the city almost a million dollars up front, with a yearly fee of nearly $100,000 for software and upkeep. That money will be made up, in part, by the dollar-an-hour cost of the meters. Bloomington Deputy Director of Public Works Andrea Roberts says the city plans an advertising campaign to introduce the meters to the public. 

May 10, 2013
New Credit Card Parking Meters Make Their Debut In the CWE
New parking meters that accept either change or credit cards made their public debut Friday morning in the Central West End, at Maryland and Euclid. With the slogan of “No Change? No Problem”, the five-dozen meters at that location will be used during a six month trial period, after which they could start going up in other parts of the city’s central business district outside busy destinations like hospitals and license offices.




May 10, 2013
Parking in the Future: Using Google Earth Real-Time Video to Contest a Parking Ticket
I am a big fan of your column on 7x7 and I appreciate all of your insights. I got towed the other night. The parking spot I found had some orange saw horses near the rear of my car. There was no signage on any of them. There weren’t any signs on any of the nearby posts. There were no signs, orange sawhorses, or cones in front of or next to my car. 

May 10, 2013
Haverstraw village taxi drivers seek parking downtown
As he stopped by a downtown office one recent afternoon to speak with his friends, Ramon Fernandez couldn’t help peeking through the window to check on his car parked on the street. He and his fellow taxi drivers have been getting too many parking tickets to afford another, said Fernandez, 62, a cabbie the past eight years. Haverstraw village law does not allow taxicabs to park or stand in any metered parking spot on Main Street, New Main Street or Broadway, or within one block of those streets except for the areas that are designated for taxicabs.

May 10, 2013
Fines increase under new parking plan 
As the city’s new downtown parking plan goes into effect at 8 a.m. Tuesday, downtown parkers should be observant of new posted parking time limits or be prepared to pay a heftier fine. Under the new parking plan which included the removal of parking meters, a first parking ticket is $5. Previously, a first parking ticket would be a free “warning” ticket.

May 10, 2013
Downtown Wichita parking customers have mixed reviews over electronic meters
It was a month ago today when city officials first announced they were testing out a new parking meter system downtown Wichita. This system promises to make it easier for customers, but some say that is not the case.
These orange plastic bags covering more than 300 parking meters in the lot of the Century II Expo has been out of service for a month now.

May 10, 2013
Parking a challenge at Library Square
Storytime at the downtown Vancouver library, held on several weekday mornings, is one of the building's most bustling times. It's also when library patrons might have the most difficulty finding a parking spot. It wasn't supposed to be this way, but library officials and patrons are making do with fewer than expected parking spaces and a building entrance that's located a city block away from the parking lot.

May 10, 2013
Senate opposes ceding control of parking at Coliseum
State lawmakers are jumping into the middle of a dispute over who should control state-owned parking lots at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. The state Senate voted unanimously Thursday to prohibit the California Science Center from delegating to USC the power to operate the center’s parking lots at the Coliseum. 

May 9, 2013
Cloud Computing and Parking
One of the great paradigm shifts in technology currently happening today is the use of the cloud. How it will eventually affect the parking industry is an open issue. It is already certain to affect how we store and process data and conduct business going forward. Operators and parking administrators must understand the implications and how best to deal with the cloud. Parking is currently affected by several changes.

May 9, 2013
Portsmouth mayor: Raise parking revenue to reduce tax hike
Mayor Eric Spear said Wednesday that he wants to extend downtown parking enforcement hours, as well as reduce the annual holiday parking period, in order to save valuable pennies on the tax rate. By adding two hours of curbside parking meter enforcement from 7 to 9 p.m., and by changing the holiday parking policy by reducing the free days from 18 to 10 per year, Spear said he is hopeful that would generate more revenue in the upcoming budget year.

May 9, 2013
Parking your car in Melbourne CBD to cost $5.50 an hour 
Collins St Precinct chairman Don Parsons said it would be “an absolute negative for business'' and areas like Collins St would be hit hard. "We still have carriage trade where people pull up outside a shop on an impulse and go in and buy something,'' he said. "This is a disincentive for them to even come to the city to do it. More of them will say to us, ‘I can get what I want in the suburbs where the parking is free.’''

May 9, 2013
Parking firm would make more money on pay-by-cell plan
Chicago's private parking meter operator could make $2 million per year in new convenience fees on top of investing the deposits made by drivers who pay by phone, under one new aspect of a complicated agreement Mayor Rahm Emanuel presented Wednesday to the City Council. Chicago Parking Meters LLC would also get back nearly 1,000 lucrative Loop parking spaces that the city took over in December as part of Emanuel's long-running dispute with the firm that holds the much-maligned 75-year parking meter lease.

May 9, 2013
CBD parking fees to jump 37%
An increase in on-street parking fees in the CBD and an above-inflation rate rise are the key announcements in a tough first-year Melbourne City Council budget. Melbourne's free tourist bus will now cost $5 for an all-day fare, although children under 10 will still travel free. On-street parking will increase from $4 an hour to $5.50 an hour - and increase of 37.5 per cent - and follow increases in the state budget for off-street parking in the city. 

May 9, 2013
Downtown Parking Problems Affecting Business in the Area
It's no secret that parking in Downtown Tulsa is a problem and no one is more aware of that than downtown businesses. "We just don't have enough places to park." Working at a salon on 4th St., stylist, Brenda Cosby sees the inconvenience her clients face on a daily basis. But, the lack of parking is more than just an inconvenience for the shop. 

May 9, 2013
Calgary adds 400 downtown parking spaces
The Calgary Parking Authority says it is continuing to create downtown parking spots. Troy McLeod, general manager of the parking authority, says more than 400 on-street parking spaces have been added to the downtown over the past two years. He says some new parking spots are a result of construction projects ending, while others have been created by allowing parking on blocks where it was not previously permitted.

May 9, 2013
24 aldermen back mayor on parking meters — 2 short of passing plan 
Two dozen Chicago aldermen on Thursday declared their support for Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s plan to trade a longer paid parking day for free neighborhood parking on Sundays, two votes shy of the “silent majority” needed for City Council passage. The announcement — described as a “team effort” between the mayor’s office and Budget Committee Chairman Carrie Austin (34th) — was aimed at building momentum for a revised parking meter deal that forces aldermen to relive a political nightmare. 

May 8, 2013
Worst places to park in Seattle 
Those San Franciscans sure have it tough. First there’s the problem of people pooping on their mass transit, then there are complaints about parking – lack of it, existential need for it, inability of people to do it. But is parking any worse there than in Seattle? A recent study of street parking areas in Seattle found that about half are overcrowded at night. (It’s of course the fun half, where the best restaurants and bars are.) The study, by the city, is here, but you don’t need it to know how bad parking is when you’re hungry and in Ballard.

May 8, 2013
Seattle Mother’s Day: Score FREE Parking at Waterfront Garages
Don’t forget Sunday is Mother’s Day! As we reported last week, patrons visiting the Waterfront can take advantage of FREE parking this Mother’s Day in Seattle. Helping to make the trip an easy one despite nearby construction, the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and City of Seattle have teamed with several Waterfront businesses to offer up to four hours of free parking from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday, May 12.

May 8, 2013
Seattle to replace parking spaces with $3M Ballard park
The Seattle Parks Department has dubbed Ballard so park-deficient that the city is replacing 89 parking spaces to create a small park. Dori is calling the $3 million price tag for the installation a waste of taxpayer money. KOMO news reports that Seattle Parks has finalized plans to build a 29-foot-wide park at 14th Ave NW between NW 59th and NW 61st Streets. 

May 8, 2013
Charlie Staadecker: A campaign to make Seattle better: The bow-tie wearer among the candidates talks about big changes for police, transportation and parking
In March, Columbia City residents heard pre-dawn gunfire — confusing and scaring them for a long time. 
They didn't know that a Bellevue police SWAT team had tracked a robbery suspect to their neighborhood, and that he tried to escape in a car, striking a pickup truck and appearing ready to drive over some officers. The SWAT team shot and killed him. 

May 8, 2013
City Council Passes Changes to Manhattan Core Parking Regulations 
This afternoon, the City Council passed the Manhattan Core parking text amendment with a vote of 47-0, with one abstention (Jessica Lappin). The zoning change, which modifies off-street parking rules in the densest parts of Manhattan, is as good as law now, with Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s approval basically a given. The zoning change modifies the city’s 1982 shift from mandatory parking minimums to parking maximums in this part of Manhattan, which was spurred by the Clean Air Act. 

May 8, 2013
Small Business Commissioner: San Francisco Needs More Parking Garages 
As has become painfully apparent on Polk Street, there is a deeply-held belief among certain merchants that car parking is indispensable to their business — even if studies indicate that very few of their customers drive, and that removing parking spaces to implement safety improvements could actually draw more potential customers. So it’s no surprise that when SFMTA officials came to the SF Small Business Commission to discuss its goals to make streets safer and manage parking demand, preserving parking spaces was pretty much the only priority voiced by commissioners.

May 8, 2013
How Much Do Automated License Plate Readers Know About You?
The information on your license plate is public data in the most literal sense. As you drive down the road, anyone can look at it, photograph it, jot it down. You have a right to try to keep plenty of other personal numbers close to the vest – your driver's license, Social Security or cell phone digits, for starters – but this one goes on display, by design. So what's the problem with police cameras that photograph license plates in transit all around town? 

May 8, 2013
Barry L. Mones: Parking meters will create more problems than they solve
Beginning in 2004, the Ocean City Council began pushing parking meters in north OC. Citizens swamped the council meeting and the proposal was withdrawn. The council now plans to do it, once and for all. Rumor has it Public Works even ordered the meters, before the budget process was finished and before the public had a chance to speak up. Our reasons against parking meters, as stated in 2004, remain valid today.

May 8, 2013
Judicial license-plate parking, traffic ticket abuse not a problem: state commission report 
A state commission looking at whether judicial license plates help judges dodge parking and traffic tickets declared Wednesday there was no problem. But one of the panel’s own members slammed the report as “an exercise in evasion.” “The failure of our report to confront the issue head on ... betrays a pragmatic queasiness with the possibility of withdrawing an established, longstanding perk for the judiciary," wrote veteran attorney Richard Emery, a member of the Commission on Judicial Conduct. 

May 8, 2013
Smart Parking Reimagined - Parker 4.0 Drives Into App Store!
Streetline, Inc. today unveiled a new release of its award-winning parking guidance application, Parker(TM) by Streetline. Parker 4.0 is now available for the iPhone and features a clean, updated design; an easy-to-use side panel menu; and one-click turn-by-turn voice navigation--further enhancing the hands-free capabilities of the app. 

May 8, 2013
Emanuel’s parking meter fixes get frosty reception from aldermen 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel on Wednesday introduced his parking meter changes to a hostile reception from aldermen who would prefer to pay Chicago Parking Meters LLC $63.8 million in disputed claims, but drop the mayor’s plan to trade a longer paid parking day for free neighborhood parking on Sundays. Downtown Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd) is leading the charge to “drop the swap,” but he’s not the only alderman concerned that up to three extra hours of parking meter fees in Streeterville and River North could provide yet another potential windfall for the company. 

