Parking Stories from Non-Seattle Jurisdictions: May 25 – June 1, 2012 


June 1, 2012
Nice job, Parking Authority. No, really.
Is there an easier punching bag in all of Philadelphia than the Parking Authority? This is the agency that unites the city better than a championship parade on Broad Street, but in mass loathing, not love. Whether you're rich or poor, black or white, Rittenhouse- or Roxborough-born, nothing is more galling than finding ugly blue-and-white Parking Authority love letters on your windshield.

June 1, 2012
Amnesty ends for parking scofflaws in Kenmore
It wasn’t even noon Thursday, and Kenmore Police Chief Carl J. LaCorte already had received approximately 40 emails, beginning at 6 a.m., indicating online payments of overdue parking fines. “Every time I turn around, this thing has another one,” LaCorte said Thursday morning, gesturing toward the computer. Online payments made overnight totaled more than $1,000, he said; “walk ups” to the front window at Police Headquarters on Thursday morning brought in another $1,000.

June 1, 2012
Is Back-In Angled Parking Working in Union Square?
Back-in angled parking is now under way in Union Square. The new method of parking, in which drivers back into angled spots, is meant to create more parking spots, increase safety for pedestrians, drivers and bikers, make it easier to load and unload your car, and be safer to pull out into traffic when leaving.

May 31, 2012
Campaigners seek legal advice over Shepway parking charge plan
Campaigners against proposed on-street parking charges are a step closer to requesting a judicial review of the strategy. Nearly 200 residents and traders, many carrying placards, gathered outside a Shepway District Council scrutiny meeting on Monday, where town centre manager John Barber warned that legal advice had been sought.

May 31, 2012
Street parking crackdown in downtown Elyria
Elyria has hired a new parking attendant as an attempt to crackdown on people hogging parking spaces for hours in the downtown area. Mayor Holly Brinda said that there have been concerns and complaints from business owners about parking near their businesses. They want clearer signage on when and how long people can park on the streets and free up spaces for more customer flow, she said. “We definitely have some parking difficulties, there’s no doubt,” Brinda said.

May 31, 2012
Committee Tasked With Creating Answers To Parking Issues 
Parking management in Sarasota's been so complicated this past year that an advisory committee hopes to make the situation more manageable. The city's Parking Advisory Committee met for the first time Wednesday morning in City Hall where they tried to get their bearings on what they will set out to do.

May 31, 2012
Alleys to get no-parking signs
Garbage trucks can’t get by them. Police cars have a hard time, too. The problem? Parked cars in a number of German Village alleys and narrow streets. The solution? The city will place no-parking signs in seven areas to keep traffic moving and help police enforce parking laws.



May 31, 2012
Palo Alto needs to get more creative in dealing with downtown parking problem
Palo Alto has a downtown parking problem -- basically, not enough spaces for too many cars. The problem spills over to downtown north and downtown south, where complaints have echoed the past few years from homeowners who say they never have enough daytime parking in front of their own houses. Professorville residents are particularly angry and have been asking the city for residential permits so they can be guaranteed parking spaces. Meetings have occurred for more than a year, with no real resolution in sight. 

May 31, 2012
Parking by smartphone — best thing ever!
The smartphone is gradually taking on more of our daily tasks, making our work lives easier than ever. A great example of that is using the smartphone to handle parking meters in urban areas. Finding parking in busy cities can be a daunting task, and once you find an empty space you have to deal with the dreaded parking meter. That involves carrying lots of coins to put in the meter to keep the parking police at bay.

May 31, 2012
Commuter Q&A: Does all-day disabled parking in downtown Portland fit 'spirit' of law?
As I mentioned in my latest Oregonian column, reader questions about street parking in downtown Portland have been piling up like inapropo Miley Cyrus tweets in recent weeks. I picked those that I thought would have the greatest interest to readers -- and that would fit neatly within the limited space I'm given every week. 

May 31, 2012
Metered parking: Higher rates, longer hours in S.L. 
Mayor Ralph Becker wants to hike the price of Salt Lake City parking meters from $1.50 per hour to $2, and to extend the hours of enforcement to 10 p.m. on weekdays. Currently, parking is free after 6 p.m. Even though this policy change is not likely to win the mayor many friends, it makes sense for several reasons, though we would only extend enforcement to 8 p.m. Opponents of the plan complain that it is all about shaking down Salt Lakers to fill city coffers, and it is true that if it were adopted in full, the city’s take would rise by nearly $1 million a year. That would be a combination of higher rates, longer hours, and more parking tickets.

May 30, 2012
Santa Barbara’s Big Parking Problem: State may force city to sell all of its downtown parking lots, killing free 75-minute parking
In a move that could dramatically change the future of downtown parking and spell doom for free 75-minute parking, the city might have to sell all of its downtown parking lots, the latest fallout from the loss of its redevelopment agency. A trailer bill released as part of the governor’s May revise states that parking garages or lots owned by RDAs must be disposed of, as part of the dissolution of statewide redevelopment agencies. Money from the sale must then be turned over to the state.

May 30, 2012
Mayor Talks Parking Around CentroVerde Development 
A parking consultant hired by those who would like to develop CentroVerde, a complex of three six-story buildings to be built in Montclair's Central Business District, sought to reassure the municipal Planning Board on Tuesday night that the proposed development would have more than enough parking, according to the Montclair Times.

May 30, 2012
Parking Plan Up and Running
A new era in downtown parking began today. The hourly rate for city garages has been slashed dramatically, the first of a wave of changes aimed at opening up spaces in the heart of a congested downtown by moving employees and other long-term users to the garages and the streets and lots on the perimeter of the core city. "The idea is really to manage the parking supply," City Planner Lynn Duncan said.


May 30, 2012
The downtown parking debate
Some area residents believe any problems related to parking in downtown South Bend are perceived only. Others say the problems in parking downtown are real. In our Tuesday live chat, we discussed what issues residents and visitors may face and what can be done to solve them. To read the full transcript, go to www.southbendtribune.com/chats.

May 30, 2012
Looking for parking downtown? New app could help
Finding a parking place in downtown Austin, given the hub's ever-growing popularity and city policies that have eliminated many on-street spots, seemingly gets worse by the month. A free iPhone app getting something of an Austin relaunch today and an associated website for those without that type of phone could make the search easier. The centerpiece of the program from ParkMe, a Santa Monica, Calif.-based company founded in 2009, is parking "heat maps" of Central Austin and hundreds of other U.S. cities. 

May 30, 2012
New Haven Parking Authority adopts new name, new plan to make city experience 'more pleasant'
The New Haven Parking Authority transformed into Park New Haven Wednesday, when it revealed its new look, new brand and plans to improve city parking. Mayor John DeStefano Jr., Parking Authority Executive Director William Kilpatrick and Parking Authority Board Chairman Matthew Nemerson gathered outside of the Shubert Theater and told a crowd of about 30 people their plans to make parking “more pleasant” in New Haven.

May 30, 2012
Parking Meters Installed Too High
Parking is a tall order around one Kentucky courthouse.  New parking meters installed in Louisville are too high for some people to reach. Eric Flack sizes up the problem. Finding parking around the Jefferson County courthouse isn’t easy.  For some, the degree of difficulty just went up. “Well the problem is I can’t see the meter.”

May 29, 2012
Salt Lake City Council not quite there on parking plan 
Soon, motorists downtown will be able to pay for on-street parking with a smart phone. But that bit of news did not assuage all of the Salt Lake City Council members’ concerns regarding Mayor Ralph Becker’s proposal to boost parking from $1.50 to $2 an hour and increase enforcement hours to 10 p.m. Monday through Friday. According to Becker’s proposed $204 million annual budget, those changes would earn $980,000 a year.

May 29, 2012
Meet the meter tax -- Latest parking insult is likely not the last 
Just when you thought you couldn't get any more indignant about the deal that privatized the city's parking-meter operations … Those who park at the 17 city-owned lots near neighborhood shopping districts are now being charged city and county taxes on top of the ever-increasing fees charged by Chicago Parking Meters LLC. The result? An effective price increase of as much as 67 percent on top of the 17 percent increase that kicked in Jan 1.

May 29, 2012
Homeless reject SLO parking plan
Throughout the city of San Luis Obispo hundreds of homeless sleep in their vehicles risking the threat of raids by local police, heavy fines, jail time for unpaid tickets, and ultimately the loss of their only shelter. Even so, those in need of a secure place to park at night say the terms set by management of the Prado Day Center will violate their basic constitutional rights and further erode the little control they have over their lives.

May 29, 2012	
Breckenridge parking citations spike with new technology in place
More parking violators may be returning to find tickets on their cars in Breckenridge with a new automated license plate detection software now online, but numbers show far fewer of those tickets are for handicapped violations.  
The number of parking tickets issued in February jumped nearly 60 percent from the same month last year, with the implementation of the new software, which has eliminated the need for chalking tires in Breckenridge.

May 28, 2012
Lone Sellwood parking spot for homeless may stir up City Hall
Pastor Tom McKnight spoke with great apprehension when asked about the uproar over the parking space in the corner of the Moreland Presbyterian Church parking lot — the one next to the beige storage trailer. "I don't want to be put in an adversarial position," he said. It might be too late for that. The church wants to let homeless, female motorists use the parking space as a safe haven in the middle of the night, an offer that has created a dust-up with neighbors in the verdant Sellwood section of southeast Portland.

May 28, 2012
City puts parking rules in its ‘site’
Motorists trying to figure out where they can park around town will no longer have to rely on a sign from above.
The city is set to unveil an interactive online map today that allows drivers to find up-to-date parking regulations for any given street. “Our on-street parking regulations are now online, which makes it easy to know where and when to park,” Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan said. 

May 28, 2012
Just parking the car costs us $300m 
DRIVERS are shelling out $300 million a year on parking fees in NSW - with Sydney drivers stumping up almost five times as much as country folk.  A survey of 1200 drivers across NSW, Queensland and Victoria calculated our state paid by far the most for private parking stations and council-run carparks - a total of $177 million a year. Another $123 million came from parking meters and permits.

May 28, 2012
Parking tickets in Birmingham rise - despite fewer wardens
Birmingham parking wardens issued nearly 133,000 tickets to drivers last year – the third most in the country outside London. The news comes as it was revealed an increased number of parking tickets were handed out in 2011 by local councils – a total of 6.8 million – despite there being less traffic wardens.
A ticket was issued every 4.6 seconds, and more than £234 million was raised, according to the figures obtained by insurance company swiftcover.com after a Freedom of Information request.

May 28, 2012
Parking, better marina focus of Waterside talks
As city leaders prepare for a meeting to discuss Waterside's future, the conversation has shifted to parking and the importance of enhancing the city's marina. Several council members said if the city can link Waterside to light rail and provide free or discounted parking, especially at the Waterside garage across the street, more people might visit. But Vice Mayor Anthony L. Burfoot questioned the logic of free parking, since the city both needs the revenue and has been working to wean people from their vehicles.

May 27, 2012
Pleasure Pier visitors have trouble parking
The opening of Galveston’s newest attraction brought some sizable crowds to the island, but it also created some parking woes. The Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier, 25th Street and Seawall Boulevard, has a sizable parking lot across the street, but some said it is not large enough to handle the throngs. Others, used to free parking near the beach, balk at the price, up to $16 for a full day. Trey Macon, an attendant at the pleasure pier parking lot, was doing a brisk business in the early afternoon.





May 27, 2012
Landmark parking penalty case means thousands could overturn fines slapped on cars in private car parks
Thousands of people facing parking fines may be let off after a judge ruled that one firm did not have the power to pursue a motorist for an unpaid penalty. Ronald Ibbotson was taken to court by Vehicle Control Services (VCS) after he left his car at a Wickes DIY store for 35 minutes.

May 27, 2012
Parking gizmo invented by Lewes man
An inventor's new gizmo could signal the end of the road for searching for a parking space.  Adrian Bone from Lewes has produced a ‘parking patch’, a sensor to be placed in parking spaces to detect when they are being used. 
The 52-year-old said the invention would “revolutionise the parking industry and could mean the end of traffic wardens forever”. 

May 27, 2012
New Wis. parking meters text when time's almost up
Some Wisconsin drivers will soon be able to communicate with their parking meters via text message. Starting next month, hundreds of meters in Milwaukee and Madison will be equipped to send parkers text messages when their time is about to expire. It will also allow them to add more time via a credit card. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reports the system already went into effect in Lake Geneva on Wednesday, a week ahead of schedule.

May 26, 2012
U-turn over Sunday parking fees
Controversial plans to introduce a £2.50 flat-rate fee in Ludlow, Oswestry, Market Drayton, Bridgnorth and Whitchurch are likely to be axed, leaving just drivers in Shrewsbury facing fees. Shropshire Council leaders are preparing to agree the U-turn just a week after first recommending the charges, which have sparked a wave of opposition.

May 26, 2012
Pittsburgh suburb overlooked $800,000 worth of parking tickets
The now-defunct Mt. Lebanon Parking Authority failed to collect about $800,000 in unpaid parking tickets over 15 years, but municipal officials say they are more concerned with collecting at least some of the money than understanding why it slipped through the cracks. "That was sort of a shock to us," said Mt. Lebanon Commission President David Brumfield, a former board member of the parking authority. "Why these things (occurred) -- hasn't been our focus. After we've dealt with the fines, we may try to go back and figure out why this happened."

May 26, 2012
Parking in Portland: A few answers, but no solutions as you celebrate Memorial Day
Once again, it’s time for spring cleaning at Traffic Geek World Headquarters.. Don’t ask me why, but I’ve let reader questions about the mysteries and frustrations of street parking in the Rose City stack up in a corner. Besides helping you escape downtown Portland without a costly yellow envelope on your windshield, this week’s column should allow you to impress your friends over potato salad (or steamed kale) at Memorial Day barbecues.

May 26, 2012
Lynwood's Parking Manager Explains Parking Enforcement to Businesses 
Lynwood business leaders learned about some of the most common and important parking enforcement codes during the Greater Lynwood Chamber of Commerce workshop, Wednesday evening.  J.D. Whitaker, parking control manager for the city of Lynwood, was the guest speaker at the workshop, which touched upon zoning and municipal codes and how they relate with businesses.

May 25, 2012
Summer parking operations commence in Vail
Beginning with the Battle Mountain High School graduation ceremony at the Ford Amphitheater today, followed by the Teva Mountain Games next week and continuing throughout the summer, Vail's free parking program will again make use of available spaces in the Vail Village and Lionshead parking structures before allowing cars to park on the frontage road. The return of the summer parking plan follows implementation of a pilot program last summer that was well received by the community.  

May 25, 2012
New Parking Meter Sensors Put An End To Parking On Previous Driver's Dime
Have you ever pulled up to a metered parking spot and found that the driver who just left the space still had time left on the meter? It's like getting free money, especially if that leftover time is enough for you to run your errand without having to feed the meter. But the folks in Denver are testing out new sensors that would delete any remaining time when you drive away from the meter.

